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ABSTRACT
The purpose  o f  th e  s tu d y  was to  d is c o v e r  how G ram bling 
S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  developed  as  a b la c k  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  r u r a l  
N orth  L o u is ia n a  g iven  th e  key problem s i t  faced  from  1899 to  
1977. S p e c i f ic  d e t a i l s  h ig h l ig h te d :  s t r u c t u r a l  and
o p e ra t io n a l  changes betw een 1899 and 1977; a d m in is t r a t iv e  
p h i lo s o p h ie s ;  th e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  o f  G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  
in to  a modern m u l t i f a c e te d  u n iv e r s i ty ;  i t s  un ique r o l e  in  
e d u c a tin g  b la c k s ;  and th e  manner in  w hich th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e  
ph ilo so p h y  o f  i t s  two p r e s id e n ts  f u l f i l l e d  th e  r o l e ,  pu rpose  
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o a ls .
D ata f o r  th e  s tu d y  w ere secu red  th rough  p e rs o n a l 
in te rv ie w s ;  from m inu tes  o f th e  o f f i c i a l  p ro c e e d in g s , 
L o u is ian a  S ta t e  Board o f  E d u c a tio n , and th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  
School Board; L o u is ian a  S ta te  A rch ives  c o l le c t io n s ;  new spapers 
and jo u rn a l  a r t i c l e s ;  i n s t i t u t i o n  b u l l e t i n s ;  p e rs o n a l p ap e rs  ; 
l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t s ;  and u n p u b lish e d  th e s e s .
The h i s to r y  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  two a d m in is tr a ­
t i v e  le a d e r s  was c o n tin g e n t upon th e  developm ent o f  p u b lic  
e d u c a tio n  f o r  b la c k s  in  th e  S ou th , p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  L o u is ia n a . 
Both th e  town o f  Gram bling and th e  u n iv e r s i ty  o r ig in a te d  in  a 
one and o n e -h a l f  sq u are  m ile  a re a  known as  W art I I ,  L in co ln  
P a r is h .
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Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  evo lved  v ia  th e  d e te rm in a ­
t i o n  and d e s i r e  o f  b la c k s  in  N orth  L o u is ian a  to  p ro v id e  educa­
t i o n a l  in s t r u c t io n  fo r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  In  1901, C h a rle s  P. 
Adams a r r iv e d  in  answ er to  t h e i r  re q u e s t  f o r  a te a c h e r .  The 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  en co u n te red  by Adams as he a ttem p ted  to  e s ta b l i s h  
th e  sch o o l in c lu d e d : la c k  o f  money, d is co n ten tm en t among
b la c k s ,  o p p o s itio n  from w h ite s , and l im ite d  re s o u rc e s . He was 
s u c c e s s fu l in  s e c u rin g  funds from th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board and a c q u ir in g  s t a t e  s u p p o rt f o r  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal.
In  1936, Ralph Waldo Emerson Jones  took  o v er th e  helm 
o f  G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  as  th e  s c h o o l 's  second p r e s id e n t .  
D esp ite  th e  f a c t  t h a t  Jones en co u n te red  some o f  th e  same 
problem s as  Adams, he was n o n e th e le s s  s u c c e s s fu l in  e f f e c t in g  
numerous f i n a n c i a l ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  a t h l e t i c ,  academ ic, and 
s t r u c t u r a l  developm ent changes, and sec u rin g  w orld  wide 
acc la im  f o r  th e  sch o o l.
Adams' p h ilo so p h y  was embodied in  th e  fundam en ta ls  o f 
in d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . In  c o n t r a s t ,  Jones viewed th e  w hole 
e d u c a tio n a l p ro c e ss  as a m a tte r  o f  com posite  a d ju stm en t in  
e d u c a tio n , p u rs u a n t to  th e  chang ing  needs o f  s o c ie ty .
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C hapter I 
INTRODUCTION 
Background o f  th e  Study
The developm ent o f  b la c k  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  
th e  U nited  S ta te s  has been lin k e d  to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  adm in is­
t r a t i v e  s ty l e s  o f  t h e i r  le a d e r s .  Examples o f  t h i s  a re  e v id e n t 
in  Samuel C. A rm strong and Booker T. W ashington. Armstrong 
e s ta b l is h e d  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  in  th e  t id e w a te r  reg io n  o f  
V irg in ia  as an a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  He had been 
im pressed  w ith  th e  b la c k s  he came in  c o n ta c t w ith  d u rin g  th e  
C iv i l  War. He wanted to  co n tin u e  th e  farm ing and s k i l l e d  
a r t i s a n  t r a d i t i o n  th a t  he saw th e v  e x h ib ite d . A rm strongs' 
m ost famous p u p il ,  Booker T. W ashington, l e f t  Hampton in  1881 
to  become th e  p r in c ip a l  o f  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  in  Alabama. He 
emerged as th e  a p o s t le  o f  in d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  f o r  b la c k s .
G rambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  s ta r t e d  as a sm all tr a d e  
s c h o o l. From 1899 to  1901 b la ck  c h i ld re n  w ere t r a in e d  in  
re a d in g , w r i t in g ,  a r i th m e t ic ,  dom estic  s c ie n c e , and shop 
s k i l l s .  L ocated  in  th e  n o r th e rn  s e c t io n  o f  L in co ln  P a r is h  in  
th e  s t a t e  o f  L -u is ia n a ,  Grambling se rv ed  farm ers  in  th e  a re a  
who w anted a sch o o l f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  I t  was founded by th e  
N orth  L o u is ia n a  C olored A g r ic u l tu r a l  R e l ie f  A ss o c ia tio n  under 
th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  L a fa y e tte  Richmond. The c r e a t io n  o f  th e
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N orth L o u is ian a  Colored A g r ic u l tu r a l  R e l ie f  A sso c ia tio n  was a 
cu lm in a tio n  o f  e f f o r t s  by form er s la v e s  and th e i r  c h i ld re n  to  
form some resem blance o f  a community. The members o f  th e  
o rg a n iz a tio n  had liv e d  on n e ig h b o rin g  p la n ta t io n s  p r io r  to  the  
C iv i l  War. In 1875, th e  freedmen s t a r t e d  buying sm all p lo t s  
o f  land  from th e  v a r io u s  p la n ta t io n  ow ners. A form er s la v e ­
owner, Thomas S ta n d i f e r ,  so ld  Jim  Gipson 160 a c re s  in  what is  
now th e  im m ediate Grambling a re a .  G ipson, in  tu rn ,  so ld  h is  
land  to  A lfred  Richmond and h is  w ife , P a r th e n ia ,  in  1875.
P a r t  o f th i s  land  was le a se d  to  P.G. G ram bling, a w hite  man,
as a s i t e  fo r  a saw m ill, and th i s  served  as th e  im petus from
which th e  town o f  G rambling was to  d ev e lo p . The fa rm ers '
a s s o c ia t io n  purchased  tw e n ty - th re e  a c re s  o f  land  from John 
Monk a t  f iv e  d o l l a r s  p e r a c re  and proceeded to  e r e c t  a two- 
s to ry  b u ild in g  to  se rv e  as a schoo l and m eeting  p la c e . Two 
te a c h e r s ,  Henry Wynder and A lice  W ilson , were su b se q u en tly  
h i r e d ,  and ta u g h t two th ree-m on th  sch o o l te rm s . S ince th e  
d e s ire d  b u ild in g  was n o t y e t com pleted , th e  o ld  A llen  Greene 
S to re  was u sed . A llen  and C h a rlie  G reen, two w h ite  b r o th e r s ,  
s t a r t e d  a s u b s c r ip t io n  schoo l w est o f what is  now G ram bling. 
T his sch o o l, th e  A llen  Greene Academy, was no t p u b lic ly  
su p p o rted  f in a n c i a l l y .
R e a liz in g  th a t  th ey  d id  n o t have th e  e x p e r t is e  to  
o p e ra te  a f u l l  tim e sc h o o l, th e  R e l ie f  A ss o c ia tio n  a u th o riz e d  
th re e  o f i t s  members, (L a fa y e tte  Richmond, Dennis H o l l i s ,  and 
Ruben D an ie ls) to  w r i te  to  Booker T. W ashington a t  Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e  in  Alabama fo r  a id  in  o rg a n iz in g  an in d u s t r i a l
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sc h o o l. An answ er a r r iv e d  on A ugust 4 , 1901, in  th e  p erso n  o f  
C h arles  P. Adams. He was a la r g e  man s ta n d in g  s ix  f e e t  te n  
in c h es  t a l l  and w eigh ing  300 pounds. W ashington had prom ised 
to  h e lp  Adams s e t  up an i n d u s t r i a l  s ch o o l in  G ram bling.
S ta tem en t o f  th e  Problem
How d id  G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  deve lop  a s  a b la c k  
i n s t i t u t i o n  in  r u r a l  N orth  L o u is ia n a  g iv e n  th e  key  problem s i t  
fa ce d  from 1899 to  1977?
S p e c i f i c a l ly  th e  q u e s tio n s  asked w ere:
1. What s t r u c t u r a l  and o p e ra t io n a l  changes took  p la c e  
betw een 1899 and 1977 in  G ram bling S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity ?
2. What a d m in is t r a t iv e  p h ilo s o p h ie s  dom inated 
Gram bling d u rin g  t h i s  tim e?
3. How was G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  tra n sfo rm ed  
from a sm all r u r a l  s o u th e rn  b la c k  i n d u s t r i a l  
s ch o o l to  a modern m u l t i f a c e te d  u n iv e r s i ty ?
4. In  w hat ways d id  th e  s u c c e s s iv e  a d m in is tr a t io n s  :
(a) v iew  th e  r o le  and p u rpose  o f  G ram bling S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  (b) overcome o b s ta c le s  to  t h e i r  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o a l s ,  (c) form p o lic y  and e f f e c t  
change?
Im portance o f  th e  S tudy
G ram bling U n iv e r s ity  has p lay ed  a un ique r o le  in  
ed u c a tin g  b la c k s  in  L o u is ia n a . The sc h o o l has been  an i n s t i ­
t u t io n  f o r  a b la c k  r u r a l  p o pu lace  who had no p la c e  e l s e  to  go. 
I t  has g iv e n  hope, i n s p i r a t io n  and a means f o r  a c h ie v in g  a 
d ec en t l i v e l i h o o d .  The numerous g ra d u a te s  have made s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  s o c ie ty  as  p h y s ic ia n s ,  la w y e rs , educa­
t o r s ,  ju d g e s , e t c .  The h i s to r y  o f  G ram bling has been to ld  in
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' b i t s  and p i e c e s '.  The p re s e n t s tu d y  has a ttem p ted  to  encom­
p ass  th e  e n t i r e  s to r y ,  in  a d d i t io n  to  c i t in g  to  what e x te n t 
th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e  p h ilo so p h y  o f two p re s id e n ts  f u l f i l l e d  the  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o a ls  over th e  y e a rs .
Review o f  th e  L i te r a tu r e
The e d u c a tio n  o f  b la c k  peop le i s  a f a s c in a t in g  ch a p te r  
to  th e  co n tin u in g  h i s to r y  o f  ed u c a tio n  and democracy in  th e  
U nited  S ta t e s .  E lem entary  sch o o ls  fo r  freedm en began in  
th e  so u th e rn  s t a t e s  d u rin g  th e  C iv i l  War. I t  was a  momentous 
ta s k  because  a law had been passed  by th e  L e g is la tu r e  o f 
L o u is ian a  in  1831 fo rb id d in g  the  te ac h in g  o f  s la v e s  to  read  or 
w r i te .  I l l i t e r a c y  was n e a r ly  100% among th e  s la v e  p o p u la tio n  
by 1860. P erk in s  (1930) re p o r te d  however, th a t  th e re  was a 
p a ss io n  fo r  e d u c a tio n  among s la v e s  and f re e  peop le  o f  c o lo r  
even though th ey  knew i t  was dangerous.
I r o n i c a l ly ,  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f s t a t e  schoo l system s 
w ith  p ro v is io n s  fo r  b la ck s  in  the  sou th  began in  West V irg in ia  
in  1863. West V irg in ia  had been e s ta b l is h e d  as a s t a t e  in  
p r o t e s t  o f  su ccess io n  from th e  Union by V irg in ia .  M cC uristion 
(1939) found th a t  in  1864, G eneral James Banks is su ed  an o rd er 
e s ta b l i s h in g  a system  o f  p u b lic  sch o o ls  fo r  th e  freedm en o f 
L o u is ia n a . This was th e  f i r s t  schoo l to  be su p p o rted  by 
ta x a t io n .
The R e c o n s tru c tio n  governm ents in  th e  South had as one 
o f  t h e i r  main o b je c t iv e s ' th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  system s o f 
p u b lic  e d u c a tio n , and th ey  le v ie d  th e  f i r s t  u n iv e r s a l  schoo l
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ta x e s  th e  reg io n  had ever known. The q u e s tio n  o f  ed u c a tin g  
b la ck s  in  L o u is ian a  caused b i t t e r  deba te  in  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  
Convention o f 1864. D e legates  argued th a t  w h ite s  should no t 
be taxed to  edu ca te  b la ck  c h i ld r e n .  D esp ite  th i s  o p p o s itio n , 
how ever, a compromise was reached  in  th e  deb a te  whereby ta x a ­
t io n  was l e f t  to  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  w ith  a g u a ra n te e  o f  p u b lic  
ed u c a tio n  fo r  a l l  c h i ld r e n .  Shugg (1936) c la im s th i s  proved 
to  be th e  b eg inn ing  o f  ed u c a tio n  fo r  b la ck s  in  L o u is ia n a . The 
C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention in  1868 w ro te  a ban on se g re g a t io n  
b u t on ly  one a ttem p t to  t e s t  th e  law was rec o rd e d . The 
c h i ld re n  o f  P .B .S . P inchback, L o u is ia n a 's  b la c k  L ieu te n an t 
G overnor, a ttem p ted  to  e n r o l l  in  the  B oy's High School in  New 
O rlean s , on ly  to  be d riv e n  ou t by a mob o f  w h ite  s tu d e n ts .  
One o f  the  le a d e rs  o f  th e  mob o f fe re d  an ex p la n a tio n  which can 
se rv e  as an e p i ta p h  fo r  th e  e n t i r e  s e g re g a t io n  movement. 
"They were good enough 'n ig g e r s , '  bu t th ey  were s t i l l  
'n i g g e r s '" (Bond, 1934).
A ccording to  M cCrustion (1939 ), many problem s o f 
p u b lic  ed u c a tio n  fo r  b la c k s  have th e i r  o r ig in  in  th e  dual 
sch o o l system  th a t  was e s ta b l is h e d .  A tt i tu d e s  and p r a c t ic e s  
conceived  a t  th i s  tim e about e d u c a tio n  fo r  b lack s  have 
rem ained in  some in s ta n c e s  u n t i l  th e  p re s e n t day. The 
s t r a t e g i c  u n i t in g  o f th e  w h ite s  fo r  th e  common go a l o f d e t e r ­
m ining th e  forw ard  p ro g re s s  o f  b la ck s  in  th e  South a f t e r  
R ec o n s tru c tio n  had g rave  consequences fo r  t h e i r  e d u c a tio n . 
The b la ck  c h i ld s ' p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  ed u c a tio n  was r e l a te d  to  
th e  so u th e rn  economy and h is  f a t h e r s '  employment. The w h ite
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landow ner and em ployer o f  b la c k s  had l i t t l e  use fo r  b la c k  
l i t e r a c y .  The p o o re r w h ite s  even fe a re d  th e  sm all amount o f 
power th a t  l i t e r a c y  would g iv e  th e  b la ck  man. A ccording to  
H arlan  (1968 ), i n f e r io r  e d u c a tio n a l o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  b la ck s  
appeared  to  have been one o f  th e  few th in g s  upon which most 
w h ite s  ag ree d .
Perhaps th e  g r e a t e s t  o p p o s itio n  o f  L o u is ian a  w h ite s  
was d ir e c te d  a g a in s t  th e  p re sen ce  o f N orthern  w h ite  te a c h e rs  
in  b la ck  s c h o o ls . S u p e rin te n d e n t T. H. H a rr is  (1924) s ta t e d  :
The w h ite  p o p u la tio n  was n o t e n th u s i a s t i c  
abou t th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  Negro c h i ld re n  in  th e  
f i r s t  p la c e , b u t i f  Negro sch o o ls  must be p ro ­
v id e d , p u b lic  sen tim en t demanded th a t  th e  i n s t r u c ­
t io n  should be o f fe re d  by Negroes and n o t by 
'Yankee schoo l t e a c h e r s . '
Holmes (1934) w ro te  t h a t  "N orthern  sen tim en t r e l a t i v e  
to  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f b la ck s  was s tro n g  enough to  w a rran t the  
sen d in g  o f  thousands o f  te a c h e rs  and m il l io n s  o f  d o l l a r s  to  
th e  South to  e s ta b l i s h  s c h o o ls ."  O rg an iza tio n s  l i k e  the  
A merican M issionary  A s s o c ia tio n , th e  George Peabody Fund, the  
John F. S la t e r  Fund, th e  G enera l E ducation  Board, th e  J u l iu s  
Rosenwald F oundation , and f i n a l l y  th e  U nited  Negro C ollege  
Fund, a l l  made s ig n i f i c a n t  c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  th e  ed u c a tio n  o f 
b la c k s  re p o r te d  L e a v e ll (1930 ).
B lack le a d e rs  were unanimous in  d e s i r in g  e d u c a tio n a l 
o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  t h e i r  own b u t d id  n o t always ag ree  as to  
what c o n s t i tu te d  th e  b e s t  type o f  ed u c a tio n  fo r  b la c k s .  At 
one tim e , Booker T. W ashington and W.E.B. DuBois d i f f e re d  
s h a rp ly  on th i s  p o in t acco rd in g  to  Ashmore (1954 ). 
W ashington, founder o f  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  in  Alabama, became
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th e  a p o s t le  o f  I n d u s t r ia l  e d u c a tio n  fo r  b la c k s . DuBois headed 
th e  group o f  b la c k  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who fe a re d  th a t  th e  r e s u l t  o f 
such  e d u c a tio n  would be th e  ex c lu s io n  o f  b la c k s  from th e  
h ig h e r  and more g e n e ra l c u l tu r e  o f  A m erica. W ash ing ton 's  
view s re c o n c ile d  many Sou thern  w h ite s  to  th e  id e a  o f  ed u c a tio n  
fo r  b la c k s ,  th u s  a lso  a f f e c t in g  th e  p o l i c ie s  o f  N orthern  
p h ila n th ro p ic  fo u n d a tio n s  fo r  a tim e . In th i s  p a r t i c u l a r
is s u e  o f  " in d u s t r i a l "  v e rsu s  " c l a s s i c a l "  e d u c a tio n  fo r  b la c k s , 
M yrdal (1944) su g g es ts  " th e re  was more h e a t and r i v a l r y  
betw een th e  groups than  d if f e re n c e s  o f  o p in io n ."
E ducation  fo r  b la c k s  in  L o u is ia n a , p a r t i c u l a r ly  secon ­
d ary  and h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n , was c o n c e n tra te d  in  th e  so u th e rn  
s e c t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e .  Too many o f  th e  sch o o ls  were lo c a te d  in 
New O rle a n s . The n o r th e rn  and w es te rn  p a r t s  o f th e  s t a t e  were 
p r a c t i c a l l y  w ith o u t e d u c a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  o f  any type fo r  
b la c k s .  Coleman C o lleg e , lo c a te d  on a n in e ty - a c r e  t r a c t  of 
r o l l i n g  land  a t  th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f G ib s lan d , was th e  on ly  schoo l 
a v a i la b l e  fo r  b la c k s  w ith in  a 50 m ile  r a d iu s .  The schoo l was 
founded in  1890 by 0 . L. Coleman, a b la c k  m in is te r  and was 
under th e  c o n tro l  o f  th e  American B a p t is t  Home M ission S o c ie ty  
(K le in , 1928).
A f te r  hav ing  been n e g le c te d  fo r  so lo n g , th e  1500 
member N orthern  L o u is ian a  C olored Farm ers A g r ic u l tu r a l  R e l ie f  
A s s o c ia tio n  dec ided  to  w r i te  Booker T. W ashington, a sk in g  fo r  
a person  to  e s t a b l i s h  a schoo l f o r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  The 
members wanted an in d u s t r i a l  schoo l b u t were u nsu re  o f  th e  
p ro ced u re s  fo r  g e t t in g  i t  s t a r t e d .  On August 4 , 1901, C harles
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p . Adams a r r iv e d  to  assume h is  d u t ie s  as head o f th e  C olored 
I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  S choo l, A lle n  Greene Community in 
L in co ln  P a r is h  from 1901 to  1904. Green (1929) in d ic a te d  th a t  
th e  schoo l was reo rg a n iz e d  in  1904 and began i t s  o p e ra t io n  on 
th e  p re s e n t s i t e  in  1905, u s in g  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  as a m odel. 
The r e o r g a n iz a t io n  was b ro u g h t abou t by a s e r ie s  o f  ev e n ts  ; 
a r r e s t s ,  la w s u i t s ,  f i g h t s ,  and g unp lay . Adams went to  c o u r t 
in  1904 to  s e t t l e  th e  d if f e re n c e s  between th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  and 
h im s e lf .
C a r te r  (1972) in d ic a te d  th a t  uhe i n s t i t u t i o n  became a 
se m i-p u b lic  schoo l when th e  f i r s t  te a c h e r s ' s a la r y  was pa id  by 
th e  p a r i s h .  T h e re a f te r ,  one te a c h e r  was added each y ea r u n t i l  
1918, when th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  became a bona f id e  p a r i s h  t r a in in g  
s c h o o l, th e  'L in c o ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  S ch o o l' ,  and co n tin u ed  
under th e  su p p o rt and d i r e c t i o n  o f  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board. In 1928 th e  schoo l became a s t a t e  suppo rted  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  known as L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .
Between 1 928 and 1948 we n o te  th a t  th e re  were s ig n i ­
f i c a n t  changes in  the developm ent o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  In 1928 
th e  freshm en y ea r o f  c o l le g e  was e s ta b l is h e d  fo r  th e  purpose 
o f  t r a in in g  e lem en ta ry  te a c h e rs  f o r  sm all r u r a l  s c h o o ls . The 
m ost s ig n i f i c a n t  changes in  th e  e d u c a tio n a l developm ent, 
a c co rd in g  to  Maxie (1950), took  p la c e  du rin g  th e  y ea rs  o f  1936 
when th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  became a ju n io r  c o l le g e ,  and th e  p r e s i ­
dency changed hands, and in  1944, when i t  reached  a m ajor mark 
o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  as a fo u r-y e a r  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .
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M c A llis te r  (1938) d e sc r ib e d  th e  L o u is ian a  Normal 
School as c a rry in g  a heavy cu rricu lu m  com prised o f  s o c ia l  
w e lfa re  coup led  w ith  r e g u la r  work and a d u l t  e d u c a tio n . Ashby 
(1946) in d ic a te d  th a t  a lth o u g h  th e  sch o o l le a d e r s  were aw are 
o f  th e  n e c e s s i ty  to  te a c h  th e  th re e  R 's ,  th ey  were more 
concerned  w ith  th e  Four H 's ,  H e a l th , H a n d ic ra f t ,  Homemaking, 
and H usbandry.
Very l i t t l e  appeared  in  th e  l i t e r a t u r e  a f t e r  t h i s  
p o in t .  In 1951, The Ruston D aily  L eader fe a tu re d  h ig h l ig h ts  
o f  G ram bling when th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  c e le b r a te d  i t s  f i f t i e t h  y e a r  
o f  e x i s te n c e .  In t h i s  same m anner, in  1976, th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
p u b lish e d  a s ix ty - f o u r  page s p e c i a l  e d i t io n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t 
new spaper, th e  G ra m b lin ite . B a ile y , f o r  an o r a l  h i s to r y  
p r o j e c t ,  in te rv ie w e d  F id e l ia  Adams Johnson , d au g h te r o f  th e  
fo u n d er o f  G ram bling. The a r t i c l e  was a b s tra c te d  in  th e  
November, 1978 is s u e  o f  R esources in  E ducation  and i s  lo c a te d  
in  th e  ERIC C le a r in g  House on Urban E d u c a tio n . The gaps in  
th e  l i t e r a t u r e  w ere f i l l e d  by in te rv ie w s  and th e  p e rs o n a l 
p ap e rs  o f  Adams, c o l le c t io n  o f  S ta te  A rch iv es , new spaper 
a r t i c l e s ,  and c o l le g e  c a ta lo g u e s .
D e lim ita tio n s
T h is  s tu d y  has as i t s  g o a l to  c h a r t  th e  grow th and 
developm ent o f  G rambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  from i t s  beg in n in g  
in  1901, under th e  a u sp ic e s  o f  C h arles  P. Adams th rough  th e  
end o f  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  R. W. E. Jones in  1977. Emphases 
w ere p la ced  on th e  t r i a l s ,  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  and su cc e sse s  t h a t
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o c c u rre d  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  developm ent. The focus o f  th e  
s tu d y  i s  on th e  a d m in is tr a t io n s  o f  th e  two p r e s id e n ts .  Back­
ground in fo rm a tio n  le a d in g  up to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  Grambling 
S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  was g iven  in  o rd e r  to  e s ta b l i s h  th e  r o le  
p lay ed  by th e  p io n e e rs  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l. Because o f  th e  a lm ost 
in d i s t in g u is h a b le  l i n e  between th e  u n iv e r s i ty  and th e  town, 
c e r t a in  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  town w ere in c lu d ed .
W hile G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  i s  known in t e r n a t io n ­
a l l y ,  t h i s  s tu d y  d id  n o t focus on c u r r i c u l a r  th e o r ie s ,  f a c u l ty  
g o vernance , te n u re ,  i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  s p o r t s ,  o r  any o f  th e se  
i s s u e s ,  ex c e p t in s o f a r  as th e y  w ere m a n ife s te d  in  p o lic y  g o a ls  
o f  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n .  I'- j focus  i s  on th e  two p r e s id e n ts  o f  
G ram bling and t h e i r  im pact on th e  changes in  th a t  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
W hile p e r s o n a l i ty  a f f e c t s  a d m in is tr a t iv e  s t y l e ,  th i s  s tu d y  d id  
n o t d e lv e  in to  p s y c h o lo g ic a l v a r i a b le s  in  a p s y c h o -h is to r ic a l  
m anner. W hile th e  methodology i s  h i s t o r i c a l ,  th e  M arx is t view  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t in g  was n o t fo llow ed  h e re . R a th e r, t h i s  
s tu d y  was approached from an o b je c t iv e  v ie w p o in t, paying  
a t t e n t io n  to  th e  o r a l  s o u rc e s . The o r a l  h i s to r y  te ch n iq u e  has 
become in c r e a s in g ly  v a lu a b le , e s p e c i a l l y  in  t r e a t i n g  d a ta  th a t  
would o th e rw ise  escape  th e  in v e s t ig a t iv e  r e s e a r c h e r .
P rocedure and Sources
The h i s t o r i c a l  method o f  r e s e a rc h  was used in  t h i s  
s tu d y . The w r i t e r  a ttem p ted  to  g iv e  an a c c u ra te  and o b je c t iv e  
ac co u n t o f  th e  developm ent o f  G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , and 
i t s  a d m in is t r a t iv e  le a d e r s h ip .
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The w r i te r  conducted a B lis s  sea rch  fo r  r e l a te d  
m a te r i a l s , however v ery  l i t t l e  was a v a i la b le  th rough  th i s  
s o u rc e . T ra d i t io n a l  s e a rch in g  p ro ced u re s  were a ls o  u sed . 
In te rv ie w s  were conducted w ith  p ersons  d i r e c t l y  lin k e d  to  the  
developm ent o f  G rambling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  A l i s t  o f  th o se  
perso n s  can be found in  th e  B ib lio g ra p h y . The fo llo w in g  
so u rces  o f d a ta  were u t i l i z e d :
R efe rences
I .  Prim ary
1. O ral taped  in te rv ie w s  (se e  l i s t )
2. P e rso n a l Papers o f  C h arles  P. Adams
3. C o lle c t io n ,  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation
4. L e g is la t iv e  D igest
5. L o u is ian a  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation  
O f f ic i a l  P roceed ings
6. L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board O f f i c i a l  
P roceed ings
7. Court D ecisions
I I .  Secondary
1. G ram b lin ites
2 . Newspapers - R uston D aily  L eader, S h rev ep o rt
Times, Monroe News S ta r ,  S ta te  
T im es, Morning A dvocate, Times 
P icayune
3. J o u rn a l A r t ic le s
4. G eneral C a ta lo g , G rambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity
5. Theses (u n pub lished )
6. Books
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Chapter II
THE FORMATIVE YEARS AT GRAMBLING STATE UNIVERSITY 
C h arles  P. Adams A rr iv e s  A ugust 4 , 1901
More o f te n  than  n o t ,  th e  p o t e n t i a l ,  th e  n a tu re  and 
c h a ra c te r ,  th e  m iss io n  and g o a ls ,  and th e  endurance and 
ad ju stm en t c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  embodied in  one 
man. Such i s  th e  ca se  w ith  th e  fo under o f  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity . H is s tam in a , h is  ups and downs, h i s  d u r a b i l i t y ,  
and h is  un ique  c h a ra c te r  and p e r s o n a l i ty  a l l  sym bolize th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  th a t  he e s ta b l is h e d .
The G ram b lin ite  (1976) re p o r te d  Adams a r r i v a l  in  N orth 
L o u is ia n a , "One o f  th e  b ig g e s t  men ev e r to  be seen  in  th i s  
a r e a  g o t o f f  th e  t r a i n  a t  o ld  Mt. Zion c ro s s in g  to d ay  and was 
met by a d e le g a t io n  o f  men from th e  com munity." This 
d e s c r ip t io n  g iv e n  o f  th e  fo under o f  Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
was a f i t t i n g  one. C h arles  P. Adams was tw e n ty -e ig h t y e a rs  
o ld , s i x - f e e t  te n  in ch es  t a l l  and weighed ap p ro x im ate ly  300 
pounds. Rev. P. B. Lewis and D ennis H o ll i s  were undoub ted ly  
s u rp r is e d  to  se e  such  a  g ia n t  o f  a man s e n t  in  answ er to  t h e i r  
r e q u e s t  f o r  a id  in  o rg a n iz in g  an i n d u s t r i a l  s ch o o l in  t h e i r  
community.
Adams t r a v e le d  by t r a i n  from h is  home in  B ru s ly , 
L o u is ia n a , lo c a te d  in  West Baton Rouge P a r is h ,  to  what was
12
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th en  known as th e  A lle n  Greene s to p  on th e  form er V icksburg , 
S h rev ep o rt and P a c i f ic  R a ilro ad  (S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta t e ,  1904). 
In  May o f  1901 Adams went home to  v i s i t  h is  fam ily  a f t e r  
g ra d u a tin g  from Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .
The f i r s t  o rd e r  o f  b u s in e ss  fo r  Adams was a to u r  o f 
th e  A llen  Greene s i t e .  He observed th a t  h is  re s o u rc e s  would 
be s o re ly  l im i te d .  The schoo l s i t e  a t  th a t  tim e was lo c a te d  
in  a dense f o r e s t  o f  sw eet gum and p ine  t r e e s  abou t two m iles  
w est o f  the  p re s e n t s i t e  o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . He 
pledged  to  g e t th e  sch o o l s ta r t e d  as soon as p o s s ib le ,  and 
em phasized th e  need fo r  co o p e ra tio n  from a l l  o f th e  people in 
th e  community i f  th e  sch o o l was to  succeed . In an a r t i c l e  
c i te d  in  th e  G ram b lin ite  (1 976), Adams to ld  a d e le g a tio n  o f 
th e  lo c a l  community th a t  he had a c e r t a in  ph ilo so p h y  fo r  
su ccess  : "Y ou've go t to  be in d u s t r io u s ,  c a p ab le , and
h o n e s t ."
In an a r t i c l e ,  "A Review o f My E xperience in  N orth 
L o u is ia n a ,"  Adams (1931) w ro te :
A f te r  be ing  h ere  fo r  two weeks, I was g iven  
a c o n tra c t  f o r  fo u r  y e a rs  w ith o u t re c e iv in g  one 
penny. This c o n t r a c t  was g iven  by an o rg a n iz a tio n  
known as th e  A g r ic u l tu r a l  Farmers R e l ie f .  This 
o rg a n iz a tio n  had p o s se ss io n  o f tw en ty -fo u r  a c re s  
o f  land  and had framed up a tw o -s to ry  b u i ld in g .
During th e  month o f  A ugust, I t r a v e le d  v e ry  ex­
te n s iv e ly  over th e  whole s e c t io n  o f  N orth L o u is ia n a .
He tr a v e le d  by f o o t ,  ho rseb ack , wagon, and buggy, v i s i t i n g
th e  d i f f e r e n t  com m unities and ch u rch e s . He w anted to  become
a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  peop le  in  an e f f o r t  to  g a in  f in a n c ia l  and
m oral su p p o rt fo r  th e  sch o o l. There was no money fo r  h is
s a la r y  or fo r  th e  te a c h e rs  he m ight need . The members o f  the
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F a n n e r 's  R e l ie f  A s s o c ia tio n  had formed a s to c k  company, w ith  
ev e ry  member owning from one to  th r e e  s h a r e s ,  each  valued  a t  
$ 2 .5 0 . They hoped to  o p e ra te  th e  schoo l and o b ta in  d iv id en d s  
from th e se  s h a re s .  Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  re p o r te d :
E a rly  in  S eptem ber, I began to  ta k e  a c t iv e  
charge  o f  th e  b u i ld in g  th a t  had been s t a r t e d  by th e  
Farmers O rg a n iz a tio n . By November 1, th e  b u i ld in g  
was s u f f i c i e n t l y  com pleted to  commence te a c h in g  
in  and i t  was a lm o s t p a id  f o r ,  a s  I had s o l i c i t e d  
e x te n s iv e ly  b e s id e s  hav ing  s p e n t seven hundred 
d o l l a r s  o f  my own money. I had w r i t t e n  back  home 
to  B rusly  and asked  my b ro th e r  Edward to  s e l l  my 
in t e r e s t  in  th e  farm . The b u ild in g  was two s t o r i e s  
w ith  a ch a p e l and two c lassroom s on th e  f i r s t  f lo o r  
w ith  abou t te n  rooms u p s ta i r s  f o r  a  d o rm ito ry .
In th e  m eantim e, Adams had w r i t t e n  Tuskegee re q u e s t in g  
two a d d i t io n a l  te a c h e rs  : a m ale te a c h e r ,  and a woman te a c h e r  
t r a in e d  in  home econom ics to  i n s t r u c t  th e  fem ale  s tu d e n ts .  
The c a l l  was answ ered by A. C. W ilcher and M artha Adams, 
d a u g h te r  o f  Lewi's Adams, Lewis Adams had been in s tru m e n ta l in  
th e  found ing  o f  Tuskegee.
On November 1, 1901, th e  C olored I n d u s t r i a l  and
A g r ic u l tu r a l  School was opened w ith  th re e  te a c h e rs  and 125 
s tu d e n ts .  About tw en ty  o f  th e  l a t t e r  w ere b o a rd in g  s tu d e n ts .  
The fee  charged was $5 .00  p e r  month, b u t s in c e  m ost o f  th e  
s tu d e n ts  cou ld  n o t pay in  c a sh , some form o f  commodity, such 
as p o ta to e s ,  f lo u r ,  peas o r  o th e r  e d ib le  p ro d u c ts , was o f fe re d  
in  l i e u  o f  th e  f e e .
The c h a lle n g e  f o r  u n d e rta k in g  such an o p e ra t io n  in  
t h i s  sm all community was g r e a t .  C harles  P h i l l i p  Adams was 
bo rn  J u ly  21, 1873, in  B ru s ly , L o u is ia n a , lo c a te d  in  West
Baton Rouge P a r is h .  He was th e  son o f  Edward and Mary Adams.
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The fam ily  l iv e d  on a sm all p la n ta t io n  owned by D rau sie  E ion . 
C h arles  was l e f t  m o th e r le s s  a t  an e a r ly  ag e , when h i s  m other 
and younger b ro th e r  burned  to  d ea th  in  a f r e a k  a c c id e n t ,  (a 
can o f  o i l  t h a t  was used  to  l i g h t  f i r e s  e x p lo d ed ). H is f a th e r  
re m a rr ie d  and C h arles  and h i s  th r e e  b ro th e r s  w ent to  l i v e  w ith  
t h e i r  m a te rn a l g randm other, M ariah Woods. M ariah Woods was a 
h ard  and d i l i g e n t  w orker. She had been so ld  to  Jim  Woods by a 
p la n te r  from V irg in ia .  S ince  she was a good cook, she was 
k e p t as a member o f  th e  househo ld  s t a f f .  M ariah b o re  e ig h t  
c h i ld r e n  f o r  h e r  m a s te r .  Mary, th e  th i r d  o ld e s t  c h i ld ,  was 
C h arles  P. Adams' m o ther.
A f te r  h e r  r e l e a s e  from s la v e ry ,  M ariah and h e r  
c h i ld r e n  l e f t  th e  p la n ta t io n  and worked to  p u rch ase  a p ie c e  o f  
p ro p e r ty .  She was s u c c e s s fu l  in  a c q u ir in g  ap p ro x im ate ly  
t h i r t y  a c re s  on c r e d i t .  Through hard  work and p e rsev e ra n ce  
th e  fam ily  p a id  o f f  th e  d e b t . She ea rned  a p la c e  in  th e  
community and C h arles  remembered th a t  she was re s p e c te d  by 
members o f  b o th  ra c e s  (Adams, n . d .n .p . )
I t  was from t h i s  woman who s tr o n g ly  b e l ie v e d  in  hard  
w ork, t h a t  C harles  P. Adams re c e iv e d  h is  e a r ly  t r a in in g .  When 
th e  youngest o f  th e  th re e  c h i ld re n  d ie d , C h arles  and h is  
b r o th e r  Edward c o n tin u ed  to  l i v e  w ith  M ariah . He worked on 
h i s  g randm others ' farm  w ith  two o f  h is  u n c le s ,  John Adams and 
W illiam  Woods. He made a c o n t r a c t  one y e a r  to  work f o r  h is  
U ncle John f o r  a s u i t  o f  c lo th e s .  A f te r  John s o ld  th e  c ro p , 
he bought C h arles  a s u i t  o f  c lo th e s ,  b u t he had no s h o e s . As 
C h a rle s  ( n .d .n .p . )  r e c a l l e d ,  "C h ris tm as, I was w alk ing  around 
b a re fo o te d  w ith  my n ic e  s u i t  o f  c lo th e s  o n ."
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W illiam  Woods, M a ria h 's  b ro th e r ,  re n te d  app ro x im ate ly  
t h i r t y  a c re s  o f land  on which to  r a i s e  c ro p s . Adams worked 
h is  g ran d m o th er 's  la n d , b u t she re c e iv e d  a l l  o f  th e  p roceeds 
from th e  c ro p s . He and h is  u n c le  helped  each o th e r  on the  
r e s p e c t iv e  farm s. Adams b e l ie v e d  th a t  h is  farm ing ex p e rien ce s  
h elp ed  him to  le a rn  th e  t r u e  e s sen ce  o f  work. I t  re q u ire d  
d e d ic a tio n  and a s tro n g  w i l l  to  endure th e  h a rsh  working 
c o n d i t io n s .
In 1892, Adams and h is  Uncle W illiam  c o n tra c te d  to  buy 
100 a c re s  o f  land  fa c in g  th e  M is s is s ip p i  R iv e r. The p r ic e  was
$4 ,000 . They paid  $500 down and agreed  to  pay the  b a lan ce  o f
$3,500 in  fo u r  y e a rs .  By 1896 th e y  had pa id  th e  b a lan ce  w ith  
a l i t t l e  a s s is ta n c e  from th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent th rough  a
boun ty  on dom estic  p ro d u c tio n  o f  su g a r . Adams re c e iv e d  $75 
p e r  ac re  fo r  th e  sev en ty  a c re s  o f  sugar cane he grew. At th i s  
p o in t ,  he was co n s id e red  to  be p ro sp ero u s  because h is  land  was 
p a id  f o r .  In a d d i t io n ,  he owned two young mules valued  a t  
$500, 400 b a r r e l s  o f  co rn , and sev en ty  a c re s  o f sugar cane.
However, Adams, had a dream . He could  n o t d ism iss  
th e  id ea  o f  a t te n d in g  schoo l from h is  m ind. He w anted to
become a law yer. His p rev io u s  e d u c a tio n , under th e  s u p e rv i­
s io n  o f  h is  m o th e r 's  h a l f  s i s t e r ,  V irg in ia  Woods, in c lu d ed  
le a rn in g  how to  re a d , w r i te  and perform  sim ple a r i th m e t ic .  He 
dec ided  in  h is  absence to  le a v e  ev e ry th in g  in  th e  ca re  o f  h is  
u n c le  W illiam  Woods, and made p la n s  to  e n te r  Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e  e a r ly  in  1896. Adams s ta t e d  in  h is  memoirs th a t  he 
had j u s t  r e c e n t ly  heard  abou t Tuskegee. He does n o t in d ic a te  
how or why he chose th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  sch o o l.
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H is grandm other d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  why he w anted to  go 
to  sch o o l a t  t h i s  p o in t  in  h is  l i f e .  She f e l t  t h a t  he was in  
a p o s i t i o n  to  make a good l i v in g .  I t  was p ro b ab ly  w ith  g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  he l e f t  h e r  b ecause  she had been th e  on ly  
m other he r e a l l y  knew and he w as, th e r e f o r e ,  devo ted  to  h e r . 
N e v e r th e le s s , he d id  le a v e  in  November, 1896. He w ent to  New 
O rlean s  to  p u rch ase  c lo th e s ,  a t ru n k , and a t r a i n  t i c k e t  to  
Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .
Adams sp e n t f iv e  y e a rs  a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  D uring 
t h a t  tim e he became a d is t in g u is h e d  s p e a k e r . He jo in e d  th e  
d e b a tin g  s o c ie ty  b e fo re  r e g i s t e r in g  f o r  sc h o o l. He knew th a t  
he needed to  be an e lo q u e n t sp eak e r  in  o rd e r  to  become a good 
la w y e r. He was asked to  d e l iv e r  an ad d re ss  soon a f t e r  h is  
a r r i v a l .  He ta lk e d  ab o u t h i s  e x p e rie n c e s  in  L o u is ia n a . After- 
h e a r in g  h i s  sp eech , J .  H. P alm er, th e  r e g i s t r a r ,  u rged  him to  
ta k e  c o u rse s  in  a g r i c u l t u r e  p u rs u a n t to  h i s  background (Adams, 
n . d . n . p . )
Even though h i s  u n c le  W illiam  had prom ised to  send him 
money i f  he needed i t ,  Adams p r e f e r r e d  to  work to  su p p o rt 
h im s e lf .  He hau led  wood to  th e  b r ic k  y ard  and c lean ed  th e  
b o y 's  d o rm ito ry . P o r te r  H a ll ,  f o r  two y e a r s .  He was prom oted 
to  bookkeeper a t  Tuskegee f o r  th e  rem ain ing  y e a rs  th a t  he 
s p e n t th e r e .  He a ls o  k e p t books a t  a l i v e r y  s ta b l e  on campus 
w here te a c h e rs  r e n te d  h o rs e s  and b u g g ie s .
Adams was g iv en  an exam ination  when he f i r s t  e n te re d  
Tuskegee. His g rad e  was low er th a n  he th o u g h t i t  shou ld  have 
been  and he ex p re ssed  d isap p o in tm e n t th a t  he was "p la c e d  in  a
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low er c la s s  than  I w anted" (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) . The s tu d e n ts  
were graded  ac co rd in g  to  f i r s t ,  second and th i r d  ran k . Adams 
d id  w e ll in  sch o o l, making th e  f i r s t  rank  in  a l l  h is  s u b je c ts .  
He re p re s e n te d  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  in  d eb a tes  a g a in s t o th e r  
s c h o o ls . He made h ig h  r a t in g s  th ro u g h o u t h is  schoo l c a re e r .  
Owing to  th e  f a c t  th a t  he was o ld e r  than  most o f  th e  o th e r  
young men (he was tw e n ty - th re e  when he went to  Tuskegee) he 
assumed th e  r o le  o f  c o u n se lo r and c o n f id e n t. He used h is  
p e rs u a s iv e  ta l e n t s  to  conv ince them to  rem ain in  schoo l when 
th e y  became hom esick and d isco u rag ed  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
Adams was v e ry  e n th u s i a s t i c  abou t Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  
In an in te rv ie w  w ith  Max B enne tt T h rasher (1901), which 
ap p ears  in  th e  book Tuskegee: I t s  S to ry  and I t ' s  Work, Adams
s a id :
I canno t beg in  to  make anyone u n ders tand  my de­
l i g h t  when I f i r s t  saw Tuskegee, th e  beau ty  o f  i t ;  
and then  l a t e r ,  when I began to  un d ers tan d  and 
a p p re c ia te  th e  system  w hich p r e v a i ls  h e re . Then 
i t  was th a t  I came to  r e a l i z e  th e  needs o f  my 
f o lk  a t  hom e ... The th in g  c o n s ta n t ly  b e fo re  me now 
is  to  go back home, and in  some way h e lp  th e  people 
around my home and a t  th e  same tim e, b u ild  m yself 
up .
He was v e ry  im pressed by th e  founder and p r in c ip a l  o f 
Tuskegee, Booker T. W ashington. Of Booker T. W ashington, 
Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  w ro te  :
In  my o p in io n  th e re  has n ev e r been anyone more 
ad m irab le  to  me th an  Dr. Booker T. W ashington. He 
was th e  f i n e s t  specimen o f  a human being  I have 
ev e r known . . .  Mr. W ashington to ld  our c la s s  j u s t  
b e fo re  g ra d u a tio n  th a t  'y o u  must work i f  you g e t 
pa id  and you must work i f  you d o n 't  g e t p a i d . '
Work was h is  m o tto .
W ashington o f te n  spoke abou t work to  h is  s tu d e n ts .  At th e
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Annual Sunday Evening T a lk  on May 26, 1901, he s a id :
As you go o u t, th e re  is  one th in g  th a t  I want 
to  e s p e c i a l l y  c a u tio n  you ab o u t. D on 't go home and 
f e e l  ashamed o f  your p a re n ts  because you th in k  they  
d o n 't  know as much as you th in k  you know. I t  would 
be b e t t e r  fo r  you n o t to  have any ed u c a tio n , than 
fo r  you to  go home and f e e l  ashamed o f your p a r e n t s , 
o r n o t want to  h e lp  them work (H arlen , 1977).
In May, 1901, Adams was c a l le d  to  W ashington 's o f f i c e .  
Adams (1931) l a t e r  s a id  th a t  he was v e ry  s u rp r is e d  when 
W ashington s a id ,  "some peop le in  N orth  L o u is ian a  want a man to  
come th e re  and b u ild  an in d u s t r i a l  schoo l fo r  them and I have 
s e le c te d  you to  go, th i s  being  your g ra d u a tio n  y e a r ."
Adams (1931) l a t e r  r e c a l le d :
I a t  once vo iced  my sen tim en t a g a in s t  the propo­
s i t i o n ,  because I had a lre a d y  made p lan s  to  go to  
Howard U n iv e rs ity  fo r  th e  purpose o f ta k in g  a cou rse  
in  law . I to ld  him th a t  I had a lre a d y  rece iv ed  my 
c a ta lo g  from Howard and had money to  pay the  expenses 
f o r  th e  fu tu re  co u rse . Mr. W ash ing ton 's  r e a c t io n  was 
q u ick  and v ig o ro u s . He s ta te d  v e ry  em p h a tic a lly  th a t  
such a co u rse  was a g a in s t  h is  w ish es . He sa id  to  me 
"Tuskegee is  ed u c a tin g  men and women to  s ta y  in th e  
South and do th e i r  work h e re . I f  you s tudy  law you 
w i l l  have to  le av e  th e  South in  o rd e r  to  p r a c t ic e  i t .
The ra c e  needs your s e rv ic e  r ig h t  h e re  in  th e  S ou th ."
By th e  tim e he had com pleted h is  argum ent, my view ­
p o in t was changed, because Mr. W ashington was one man 
in  whom I had c o n fid en ce . I knew th a t  he was r ig h t  
and I had n o th in g  e l s e  to  do bu t ac cep t h is  p ro p o s i­
t i o n .
Adams l e f t  Tuskegee in  May, 1901, and re tu rn e d  to h is  
home in  B ru s ly , L o u is ia n a , where he found h is  grandm other 
a l iv e  and w e ll .  He had been away fo r  f iv e  y e a rs . Adams 
rem ained in  B rusly  fo r  two m onths. During th a t  tim e, he took  
over th e  housekeep ing  d u tie s  fo r  h is  grandm other. His 
e x p e rien ce s  a t  Tuskegee began to  pay o f f .  He had worked in  
P o r te r  H a ll as a s tu d e n t j a n i t o r .  While on a v i s i t  to  th e
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p la n ta t io n  where h is  fam ily  so ld  t h e i r  sugar cane, th e  
o p e ra to r  t r i e d  h is  b e s t  to  convince Adams to  rem ain in  B rusly  
and ta k e  over c o n tro l  o f  th e  farm , because  h is  unc le  had no t 
managed th e  farm w e ll w hile  Adams was in  sch o o l. D esp ite  an 
im p ress iv e  and tem p ting  o f f e r  o f  com plete f in a n c in g  fo r  th e  
needed im provem ents, Adams rem ained s te a d f a s t  to  h is  prom ise 
to  W ashington to  go to  N orth L o u is ian a  and head th e  i n d u s t r i a l  
sch o o l.
E a rl Maxie (1950) w rote th e  fo llo w in g  about the  
o r ig in a l  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  founder:
From th e  o u ts e t  C harles  P. Adams en v isio n ed  th e  
e d u c a tio n a l needs o f  Negroes l i v in g  in  th e  Grambling 
Community, and s e t  ou t to  s a t i s f y  th o se  n ee d s.
A c t i v i t i e s  were to  be u ndertaken  in  th e  c lassroom , on 
th e  campus, and in  the  community. Farmers would be 
shown how to  produce b e t t e r  c ro p s , buy p ro p e r ty , 
p re p a re  m ea ls , and p ro v id e  fo r  h e a l th  and home im­
provem ent. Young p eo p le , on th e  o th e r  hand, would 
be ta u g h t th e  th r e e  R 's  and g iven  in s t r u c t io n  in  
th e  ca re  o f  th e  body and e f f e c t iv e  c i t i z e n s h ip .
This program was in a u g u ra ted  because Adams r e a l iz e d  
th e  im m ediate needs o f th e  p eo p le . Help was needed 
and sough t from w h ite  and Negro f r ie n d s  to  a id  in 
prom oting th e  program .
Adams re tu rn e d  to  Tuskegee in  F eb ruary , 1902 fo r  th e  
Annual F a rm e r 's  C onference. He rem ained a f t e r  th e  co n ference  
so th a t  he could  have a s p e c ia l  in te rv ie w  w ith  W ashington. 
W ashington appeared  to  have been p le a sed  w ith  h is  achievem ents 
a t  th e  C olored I n d u s t r ia l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  S choo l. He in v i te d  
Adams to  speak a t  th e  Sunday even ing  co n v o c a tio n . Adams 
(1931) s ta t e d :
My speech  was a su ccess  and I re c e iv e d  a n ic e  
l i t t l e  sum o f money from th e  f a c u l ty  members fo r  my 
s c h o o l . . .  I r e tu rn e d  to  the  schoo l j u b i l a n t  and 
f e e l in g  f in e  because my re p o r t  had p le a se d  Mr.
W ashington so w e ll .  My d e te rm in a tio n  was redo u b led .
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Soon a f t e r  my r e tu r n  I rec e iv e d  a l e t t e r  from Mr. 
W ashington c o n g ra tu la t in g  me on my v i s i t .  There was 
a n o th e r  d o n a tio n  enc lo sed  from th e  Sunday School a t  
Tuskegee.
W ashington o b v io u s ly  was p le a se d  w ith  Adams' p ro g re ss  
f o r  he w rote in  h is  book. Working w ith  th e  Hands (1904):
A l i t t l e  more than  a y ea r ago one o f  our g ra ­
d u a te s , Mr. C h a rle s  ? . Adams, e s ta b l is h e d  a sm all 
schoo l n ea r R uston , L o u is ian a . At p r e s e n t  th e  
schoo l owns tw e n ty - f iv e  a c re s  o f  la n d , on which a 
schoo lhouse c o s t in g  $1,200 has been b u i l t  and paid  
f o r .  The sch o o l term has been ex tended  from th re e  
to  e ig h t m onths, w ith  th re e  te a c h e r s ,  a l l  Tuskegee 
g ra d u a te s , and 110 p u p i l s .  In c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the  
classroom  work th e  s tu d e n ts  a re  ta u g h t a g r i c u l tu r e  
and housekeep ing . In reg a rd  to  Mr. Adam's work.
H onourable B. F. Thompson, th e  Mayor o f  R uston .
H onourable S. D. P earce , th e  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  o f 
th e  p a r i s h  in  th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e ,  and Mr. W. E.
Redwine, S u p e rin te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  I n s t r u c t io n  fo r  
th e  p a r i s h ,  say s  P ro fe s so r  Adams is  doing  work in  
th e  r ig h t  d i r e c t i o n  fo r  th e  b e t te rm e n t o f  h is  r a c e .
From th e  o u ts e t  o f  h is  v e n tu re ,  Adams worked to
c u l t i v a t e  th e  good w i l l  o f  th e  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  in  R uston. He
chose Judge S. D. P earce  as th e  f i r s t  commencement sp eak er fo r  
th e  schoo l in  May, 1902. Adams (1931) rememberes two in c i ­
d e n ts  from th i s  o c c a s io n . "The Ruston Leader gave us our 
f i r s t  w r ite -u p  and Miss M artha Adams p rep a re d  a meal fo r  a l l  
o f  the  w hite  p e rso n s  who a tte n d e d  th e  commencement e x e rc is e ."
He f e l t  th a t  much o f  th e  su ccess  he ex p e rien ced  and s e rv ic e
he rendered  to  th e  Negores o f  N orth L o u is ia n a  was due to  th e  
b ack ing  o f  th e  w h ite s  in  th i s  s e c t io n ,  to  th e  su p p o rt from 
W ashington a t  Tuskegee, and to  Miss F id e l ia  J e w e tt and Dr. 
L i l l i a n  M artin , two la d ie s  from C a l i f o r n ia .  Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  
r e c a l l s  in  h is  au to b io g rap h y  th a t :
Miss F id e l ia  Je w e tt and h er f r i e n d .  Dr. L i l l i a n  
M artin  v s i te d  Ruston in  1902. She had w r i t t e n  Mr.
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W ashington r e q u e s t in g  names o f  s m a lle r  sch o o ls  th a t  
she m igh t send a id  t o .  She f e l t  t h a t  h e r  h e lp  would 
n o t be s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  such  a la rg e  sch o o l as  Tuskegee.
Mr. Max B en n e tt T h ra sh e r w orking o u t o f  Mr. W ash ing ton 's  
o f f ic e  remembered me and recommended me. Mr. W ashington 
approved th e  s e le c t i o n  o f  Gram bling f o r  h e lp .  She 
l e f t  a check f o r  $500. T his money was to  be used 
w hereever needed to  b e n e f i t  th e  s c h o o l.
The sch o o l o p e ra te d  from 1901 to  1905 w ith  C h arles  P. 
Adams and h i s  sm a ll f a c u l ty  t r y in g  to  m a in ta in  and prom ote th e  
id e a  o f  an i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l. The o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  sch o o l 
was s im p le . As p r in c ip a l ,  Adams s u p e rv ise d  th e  d a y -to -d a y  
a f f a i r s  o f  th e  s c h o o l. However, h is  a c t i v i t i e s ,  in  tu r n ,  were 
s u p e rv ise d  by th e  t r u s t e e s  chosen  by th e  R e l ie f  A s s o c ia t io n 's  
Board o f  D ire c to r s  ( C a r te r ,  1972).
Two y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  opening  o f  th e  s c h o o l, th e  farm 
o r g a n iz a t io n  became i n f i l t r a t e d  w ith  B a p t is t  m i n is te r s .  Some 
o f  them became t r u s t e e s  and members o f  th e  board  o f  d i r e c to r s  
o f  th e  sch o o l. They sough t to  change th e  sch o o l in to  a 
r e l ig io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Adams was f irm  in  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  
s ch o o l shou ld  rem ain  an in d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l. Thus, a c o n f l i c t  
emerged which was to  l a s t  two y e a r s .  Adams (1931) s ta t e d ,  
" th e  Negro B a p t is t  p re a c h e rs  were de te rm ined  to  ta k e  my p la c e  
a t  th e  head o f  w hat appeared  to  them a p rom ising  i n s t i t u t i o n  
and I was j u s t  a s  de term ined  th a t  th e y  would n o t do 
so."
The c o n f l i c t  betw een Adams and th e  farm o rg a n iz a t io n  
w orsened when he o rg a n iz e d  a new w h ite  board  o f  d i r e c to r s  and 
in c lu d ed  J e w e tt  a s  one o f  th e  members. L. F . Richmond was th e  
o n ly  o th e r  Negro b e s id e  Adams. T h is a c t io n  p r e c i p i t a te d  th e  
b re a k  betw een Adams and th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .  The farm o rg a n iz a -
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t io n  i n i t i a t e d  a s u i t  a g a in s t  Adams. The s u i t ,  A lle n  Greene 
Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  vs C harles  P. Adams, e t .  a l . , 
was f i l e d  in  Ruston on November 2, 1903. L. W. F u l le r ,
p r e s id e n t  and E. L. F a iso n , s e c r e ta r y ,  w ere th e  p r in c ip a l
o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n  who s igned  th e  p e t i t i o n .  The 
p e t i t i o n ,  f i l e d  b e fo re  J .  D. B ark sd a le , N otary  P u b lic , s ta te d  
th a t  Adams had re fu s e d  to  f o r f e i t  h is  p o s i t io n  as p r in c ip a l  
o f  th e  schoo l even though a new p r in c ip a l ,  J .  D. Stew ard had 
been appo in ted  (C a r te r ,  1972).
At th e  f i l i n g  o f  th e  s u i t ,  th e  w h ite  members o f  the
new board  o f  d i r e c to r s  sev ered  t h e i r  t i e s .  The j u d i c i a l
p ro c e ss  took alm ost two y e a r s .  The judgem ent o f  th e  F ourth  
D i s t r i c t  c o u r t was in  fa v o r  o f  th e  farm o r g a n iz a t io n .  Adams 
im m ediately  appealed  th e  ca se  in  th e  C ir c u i t  Court o f A ppeals. 
Adams (1931) w ro te  t h a t  th e  d e c is io n  o f  th e  low er c o u r t  was 
re v e r s e d . As a r e s u l t  o f  th i s  d e c is io n ,  th e  community was 
s p l i t  between two f a c t io n s  : th e  m in is te r s  opposing Adams and
h is  s u p p o r te rs  who b e l ie v e d  in  th e  id ea  o f  an i n d u s t r i a l  
s c h o o l.
School Called North Louisiana Agricultural and 
Industrial Institute
Adams, in the meantime, had been advised by his white 
friends to look for another site even though he might be 
successful in the suit. Richmond directed him to the present 
site but he held on to the existing school, portraying the 
bulldog tenacity that Reverend Fuller had credited to him. 
They inspected the land and decided it was an ideal 
location.
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In  o rd e r  to  pu rchase  the new s i t e  o f  two hundred 
a c r e s ,  Adams re c e iv e d  p led g es  from s ix  men to  pay $25 each as 
a down payment on th e  la n d . These men w ere Dave S t r e e t ,  
George W illiam s, W i l l i s  H o lland , Dick N elson , Andrew Nuby, and 
L a fa y e tte  Richmond. The land  was purchased  from M. S. 
S ta n d i f e r  th ro u g h  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  Mr. Bond, mayor o f  
R uston .
Funds w ere a lm ost n o n -e x i s te n t ,  so Adams dec ided  to  
v i s i t  some o f  th e  w ell-know n p h i l a n th r o p i s t s  in  th e  N o r th e a s t , 
seek in g  a id  fo r  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  new sch o o l. He 
o b ta in e d  l e t t e r s  o f  recom mendation from th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  
School Board, p rom inen t men in  R uston, th e  governor o f  
L o u is ia n a , N. C. B lanchard , S ta te  S u p e rin te n d e n t J .  B. A sw ell 
and Booker T. W ashington. E n tru s t in g  h is  b e s t  f r i e n d ,  B. T. 
Craw ford w ith  th e  ch a rg e  o f  th e  sch o o l, Adams s e t  o u t f o r  th e  
n o r th e rn  s t a t e s  in  Ju n e , 1905. P r io r  to  h i s  t r i p  he m arried  
M iss M artha Adams. The new schoo l had been named N orth 
L o u is ia n a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  Adams 
s o l i c i t e d  funds u nder th e  new name (Adams, 1931).
In J u ly ,  1905, w h ile  Adams was in  Columbus, Ohio, he 
r e c e iv e d  a com m unication from B. T. Crawford s t a t i n g  th a t  he 
had been fo rc e d ly  removed by g u n -p o in t from th e  Colored 
I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  School. Adams ad v ise d  him to  move 
to  th e  new s i t e  and b eg in  work th e r e .  When he re tu rn e d  from 
h i s  t r i p ,  Adams in s p e c te d  th e  sch o o l b u i ld in g s  and found 
b u l l e t  h o le s  in  th e  d o o r. The new two hundred a c re  s i t e  was 
lo c a te d  f iv e  m ile s  w est o f  R uston, L o u is ia n a , and one m ile
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n o r th  o f  th e  D ix ie  O verland Highway 80, on th e  I l l i n o i s  
C e n tra l  R a ilro a d  ac co rd in g  to  Maxie (1950).
The o n ly  a v a i la b l e  p la c e  to  te a c h  was a sm all 
M eth o d ist Church on th e  n o r th  s id e  o f  th e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  
The new s i t e  had n o t  been s u f f i c i e n t l y  c le a r e d ,  n o r  had th e re  
been tim e to  e r e c t  a b u i ld in g .  Even though Adams was a 
B a p t i s t ,  th e  M eth o d ist c o n g re g a tio n  gave him p e rm is s io n  to  use 
th e  church  w h ile  a b u i ld in g  was b e in g  e r e c te d .  I t  was under 
th e s e  c o n d itio n s  t h a t  C h a rle s  P. Adams and h is  sm a ll f a c u l ty
s t a r t e d  th e  f a l l  te rm  in  1905.
When Adams came to  th e  schoo l in  th e  A lle n  Greene 
Community, i t  had been o rg an ized  w ith  a fo rm al system  o f  
e d u c a tio n  f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  th e  r e l ig io u s  and c i v i c  le a d e r s .  
They w anted t h e i r  c h i ld r e n  to  be t r a in e d  f o r  C h r is t ia n  
le a d e r s h ip .  Adams, d u r in g  h i s  fo u r  y e a rs  a t  th e  s c h o o l, had 
em phasized i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . J .  Andrew G aulden (1981) 
d e f in e d  in d u s t r i a l  ed u c a tio n  as  Adams saw i t ,  "as  be ing  
s t e a d f a s t l y  engaged in  an y th in g  u s e fu l  and h o n es t; i t  meant 
be in g  b u s i ly  engaged in  wholesome work, w hether i t  be a farm , 
a te a c h in g  jo b ,  c o n s tru c t in g  a b u i ld in g ,  o r  o p e ra t in g  a 
b la c k sm ith  shop ."  Adams reg a rd e d  th e  r o le  o f  in d u s t r i a l  
e d u c a tio n  as t r a in in g  th e  head , th e  h e a r t ,  and th e  hands. 
T h is  v ie w p o in t th e n , c e r t a in l y  c o n f l ic te d  w ith  th e  o ld  academy 
c o n c e p t, t h a t  o f  t r a in in g  th e  p u p il  f o r  C h r is t i a n  le a d e rs h ip  
th ro u g h  th e  te a c h in g  o f  th e  B ib le , th e  c l a s s i c s ,  L a t in ,  G reek,
and a sm all dose o f  C icero  and V i r g i l .
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T. A. Greene (1929) in d ic a te d  th a t  Adams had r e o r ­
gan ized  th e  schoo l when i t  opened in  1905, u s in g  Tuskegee as a 
m odel. Adams rem ained s te a d f a s t  to  h is  o r ig in a l  p h ilo so p h y , 
w hich was to  te a c h  th e  peop le  how to  make a l i v in g ,  to  use 
improved te ch n iq u es  o f  farm ing , to  te a c h  them how to  p rep a re  
and p re s e rv e  fo o d s , to  improve h e a l th  and s a n i t a r y  p r a c t ic e s ,  
and to  le a rn  to  l i v e  harm oniously  w ith  o th e r s .  In e s se n c e , to  
" . . .  l i v e  b e fo re  you le a rn "  (Ruston D aily  L e ad e r, 1950).
The s tu d e n t en ro llm e n t was one hundred f i f ty - tw o  
in c lu d in g  tw e n ty - f iv e  b o ard ing  s tu d e n ts .  The f a c u l ty
c o n s is te d  o f  seven members, f iv e  o f  whom were Tuskegee 
g ra d u a te s : Adams and h is  w ife  ; L. L. Boyd, th e  P o stm as te r and 
p r i n t e r  ; h is  w ife who ta u g h t m usic ; and B. T. Craw ford, th e  
i n s t r u c to r  o f  farm ing . Lydia W illiam s and A. C. W ilcher, 
g ra d u a te s  from a n o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  com pleted th e  f a c u l ty  as 
r e g u la r  c lassroom  te a c h e r s .  These e a r ly  te a c h e rs  had been 
s e le c te d  because  they  were t r a in e d  in  a re a s  o f  a g r i c u l tu r e  and 
r u r a l  l i f e  problem s and w ere v e r s a t i l e  enough to  perform  a 
number o f  ta s k s  (M axie, 1950). C ircum stances a t  th e  new
sch o o l d ic ta t e d  a c e r t a in  amount o f  a d a p ta b i l i ty  on th e  p a r t
o f  th e  s t a f f .
P rox im ate to  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  th e  new s c h o o l,
Adams o rg an ized  a board  o f  t r u s te e s  c o n s is t in g  o f  f iv e  w h ite s
from R uston: T. L. Jam es, L. F. M arbury, W. J .  A. Lew is, 0 . W. 
W right ; and Miss F id e l ia  J e w e tt ,  and th re e  Negroes from 
C ram bling , L a fa y e tte  Richmond, Eugene Moore and h im se lf .
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J e w e tt  proved to be th e  b e s t  f r ie n d  and b e n e fa c to r  o f 
th e  s c h o o l. In 1905, she v i s i t e d  th e  schoo l and dem onstra ted  
h e r  f a i t h  in  Adams by do n a tin g  $ 2 ,000 . E igh t hundred d o l l a r s  
o f  th i s  sum was used to  pay o f f  th e  rem ain ing  deb t owed on th e  
two hundred a c re s  o f  la n d . J e w e tt co n tin u ed  to  h e lp  th e  
s ch o o l and i t s  s tu d e n ts  th ro u g h o u t h e r  l i f e t i m e .  She a ls o  
s u p p lie d  M rs. M artha Adams and th e  women s tu d e n ts  w ith  
c lo th e s  (M axie, 1950).
There were f iv e  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  n in th  g rade  when th e  
new sch o o l opened in  1905. This c la s s  g rad u a ted  in  1907, 
m arking th e  second g ra d u a tin g  c la s s  under Adams. The members 
o f  th e  c la s s  were B olton Moore, Dan Moore, and Annie Lee 
N icho lson  from C ram bling ; A lfred  Moore, B ie n v il le  P a r is h ; and 
S. L. H o lland , Simsboro (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) . These g ra d u a te s  
r e p re s e n te d  th e  f i r s t  c la s s  to  f i n i s h  from th e  new schoo l — a 
so u rce  o f  p r id e  fo r  Adams. Adams in v i te d  P ro fe s so r  C. E. Byrd 
o f  L o u is ian a  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  to  d e l iv e r  th e  commencement 
a d d r e s s .
The p h y s ic a l p la n t  o f  th e  sch o o l c o n s is te d  o f  two 
fram e b u i ld in g s .  These two b u ild in g s  accommodated a l l  o f  th e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  schoo l ; i n s t r u c t i o n a l ,  s o c ia l ,  and housing  
needs o f  th e  f a c u l ty  and s tu d e n t s .  There was no au d ito r iu m , 
th e r e f o r e ,  th e  commencement e x e rc is e s  were held  under a b ru sh  
a rb o r ,  t h a t  was e re c te d  o u td o o rs . I t  was c o n s tru c te d  from 
t r e e s  and b ru sh es  cu t from th e  nearby  wooded a re a . Tree lim bs 
w ere cu t w ith  a fo rk  in  them, and d r iv e n  in to  the  ground w ith  
th e  fo rk  p o r t io n  u p r ig h t so th a t  p o le s  o r w ire  cou ld  be
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a t ta c h e d  to  form a fo u n d a tio n  fo r  th e  to p . Brush la id  a c ro ss  
th e  w ire  o r p o le s  p rov ided  a ro o f  th a t  s h e l te r e d  th e  crowd 
from th e  h o t sun (In te rv ie w , G aulden, 1982).
Adams worked hard  to  c u l t i v a t e  th e  good w i l l  o f  th e  
w h ite  p eo p le . He was c o n s ta n t ly  seek ing  adv ice  and funds from 
them. He o b v io u s ly  f e l t  co m fo rtab le  in  th e  r o le  he had 
chosen . Even though th e  sch o o l was co n sid e red  to  be p r iv a te ,  
on J u ly  6, 1907, he p e t i t io n e d  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board, 
a sk in g  fo r  $240 to  be used in  co n ju n c tio n  w ith  funds o b ta in ed  
from o th e r  s o u rc e s , in  an e f f o r t  to  m a in ta in  th e  schoo l fo r  
e ig h t  months (Board M inu tes, J u ly ,  1907). The m inu tes o f 
O ctober 7 , 1907 re v e a le d  " th e  sum o f  $105 b eing  donated  to  th e
' C ram bling S choo l' fo r  th e  m ain tenance o f  an e ig h t  month
p u b lic  sch o o l a t  th a t  p la c e "  (Board M inutes, O ctober 7, 
1907).
G rad u a lly  th e  s t r a in e d  f e e l in g s  between Adams and some
o f  th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  A llen  G reene Community began to  s u b s id e .
A d d itio n a l s tu d e n ts  came to  N orth  L o u isian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and 
I n d u s t r i a l  School from th e  A llen  G reene community even though 
th e  farm o rg a n iz a tio n  co n tin u ed  to  m a in ta in  a sch o o l th e r e .  
P ersons  from o th e r  a re a s  hea rd  abou t Adams' schoo l and began 
to  move to  th e  v i c i n i t y  so th a t  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  could  a t te n d  
th e  sc h o o l. The m ig ra tio n  o f  th e se  and o th e rs  persons  evolved 
in to  th e  n u c leu s  o f  th e  town o f  C ram bling. Zack Jackson  b u i l t
th e  f i r s t  s to r e  in  1904. I t  was lo c a te d  on the  n o r th  s id e  o f
th e  r a i l r o a d  tr a c k .  The s e t t le m e n t  had been named Cram bling
by th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  C lerk  o f  C ourt in 1902 in  honor o f P. G.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
29
C ram bling , owner o f  th e  saw m ill (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). Zack
Jack so n  had an u nusual im a g in a tio n . He was r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"The Lord" because he im agined h im se lf  to  be J e su s  C h r is t  
( In te rv ie w , Woodard, 1979). O thers who l i v e d  n e a r  Zack in  th e  
s e t t le m e n t  w ere th e  f a m il ie s  o f  Dennis C ornw ell, L. F. 
Richmond, George H a ll ,  Dave W illiam s and B i l l  N icho lson . The 
C h arles  P. Adams fam ily  l iv e d  on th e  campus.
The N orth  L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  School 
o p e ra te d  e n t i r e l y  on p r iv a te  funds and d o n a tio n s  under th e  
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  board  o rg an ized  by Adams from 1905 u n t i l  
1912. The s t r u g g le  was long  and te d io u s  and many tim es Adams 
d id  n o t know where th e  n e x t m eal would be coming from. 
W ashington p rov ided  some s u b s is te n c e  by send ing  prom inent 
p h i l a n th r o p i s t s ,  among them. Dr. Thomas J e s s e  Jones o f  th e  
G enera l E ducation  Board, to  v i s i t  th e  sc h o o l. The p ro s p e c ts  
o f  s u rv iv a l  and grow th o f  th e  sch o o l were n o t p rom ising , 
th e r e f o r e  Jo n es  dec id ed  a g a in s t  th e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  p ro v id in g  
a id  to  th e  s tr u g g lin g  sch o o l (Adams, 1931).
C o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  sch o o l d e c lin e d  s ig n i f i c a n t ly  
a f t e r  1912. Sm all sums o f  money w ere c o n tr ib u te d  by such 
a g e n c ie s  as th e  J e a n e s , S l a t e r ,  and Rosenwald Funds. Some 
f e d e r a l  a id  was re c e iv e d  f o r  a g r i c u l tu r e  and home 
econom ics a c co rd in g  to  M axie, (1 9 5 0 ). The sch o o l d id  c o n tin u e  
to  s u rv iv e  as  th e  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  in c re a s e d . P eople came 
from a l l  o ver in  wagons and on h o rseb ack , to  w itn e ss  th e  
commencement e x e r c is e s .  C h arles  P. Adams had a way o f  making 
g ra d u a tio n  a memorable o c c asio n  f o r  b o th  s tu d e n ts  and p a r e n t s .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
30
S tu d en ts  s e le c te d  from each  c l a s s  spoke in  acco rdance  w ith  th e  
theme s e le c te d  f o r  th e  commencement a c t i v i t i e s .  A llow ing th e  
s tu d e n ts  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  se rv ed  to  make th e  e x e rc is e s  p o p u la r ; 
p a re n ts  w ere alw ays proud to  h e a r  t h e i r  o f f s p r in g  
(G r a m b lin ite , 1976).
Adams adop ted  th e  r u le  t h a t  a l l  commencement sermons 
would be d e l iv e r e d  by b la c k  m in is te r s  and th a t  a l l  commence­
ment day sp e a k e rs  would be w h ite . T h is was doro so t h a t  th e  
peo p le  o f  th e  community would be s a t i s f i e d  and a t  th e  same 
tim e th e  g o o d -w ill o f  th e  lo c a l  w h ite s  was prom oted. 
Commencement day sp eak ers  were alw ays s e le c te d  from R uston . 
At commencement a p u b lic  c o l le c t io n  was ta k en  up to  a id  in  th e  
f in a n c in g  o f  th e  s c h o o l. Churches in  th e  a r e a  began com peting 
in  th e  p u b lic  c o l le c t io n s  f o r  th e  commencement e x e rc is e s .  
At tim es th e  n e t  c o l le c t io n  to t a le d  o ver $100. The 
commencement a c t i v i t i e s  o f te n  would c lo s e  w ith  a d in n e r  o f  
f r i e d  ch ic k e n , h o t r o l l s ,  mashed p o ta to e s ,  cakes and p i e s , 
p rep a re d  by M artha Adams. She co n tin u ed  to  do t h i s  f o r  some 
t h i r t y  y e a r s .
D uring th e  e n t i r e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  C h arles  P. Adams, 
no church  e v e r  schedu led  s e r v ic e s  d u rin g  th e  tim e s e t  fo r  
commencement e x e r c is e s .  E v id e n tly , t h i s  caused  th e  a tte n d a n c e  
to  d o u b le . E v e n tu a l ly , a d d i t io n a l  s e a t in g  and feed in g  
a rrangem en ts  had to  be made. Adams d ec id ed  on a p a v i l io n  l i k e  
th e  one used  a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  T. L. Jam es, a board  
member, p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  th e  p la n n in g  p ro c e s s  and assumed th e  
c o s t  o f  a p p ro x im a te ly  $600 (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
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Lincoln Parish Provides Funds 
(Lincoln Parish Training School)
The L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board was aware th a t  th e  
N orth  L o u is ia n a  I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  School was 
re n d e r in g  a v a lu a b le  s e rv ic e  by e d u c a tin g  th e  Negro c h i ld re n  
o f  th e  a r e a .  The m inu tes  r e f l e c t e d  such , when on two
o c c a s io n s , Jan u a ry  4, 1909 and A p r il  5, 1909, th e  body
ap p o in ted  a com m ittee to  in v e s t ig a t e  and r e p o r t  on th e
a d v i s a b i l i t y  o f  c o n s o lid a t in g  th e  Robinson C olored  School w ith  
th e  N orth  L o u is ian a  I n d u s t r i a l  S choo l. A c tio n , how ever, was 
d e fe r re d  to  a l a t e r  m eeting  (Board M in u te s , Jan u a ry  4 and
A p r i l  5, 1909). Maxie (1950) r e p o r te d  t h a t  i t  was n o t u n t i l  
1912 th a t  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board began to  a c t iv e ly  
p a r t i c i p a t e  in  f in a n c in g  some phase  o f  th e  sch o o l. However, 
th e  m in u tes  o f  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board re v e a le d  th a t  
th e  body p assed  a m otion on J u ly  30, 1913 to  approve th e
C ram bling C olored School as an a g r i c u l t u r a l  sch o o l (Board 
M inu te s, J u ly  30, 1913). In 1913 th e  p a r i s h  p a id  th e  s a la r y  
o f  one te a c h e r ,  and Cram bling became a sem i-p u b lic  schoo l 
(Board M inu te s, O ctober 5, 1913). Adams now re p o r te d  d i r e c t l y  
to  th e  sch o o l bo ard , o u t l in in g  h i s  o p e ra t io n  and p la n s .  The 
lo c a l  t r u s t e e  board  moved in to  th e  background as  th e  sch o o l 
board  a ttem p ted  to  b r in g  ab o u t an e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is tr a t io n .  
They were o b v io u s ly  c o n te n t to  l e t  th e  School Board assume 
d i r e c t  s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  sc h o o l.
I t  was a l s o  in  1913 th a t  J e w e tt  persuaded  th e  L in co ln  
P a r is h  School Board th a t  th r e e  o f  th e  s c h o o l 's  two hundred
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a c re s  shou ld  be s e t  a s id e  as a h om esite  f o r  Adams and h is  
fa m ily . The fa m ily  had been l i v in g  in  th e  g i r l s  d o rm ito ry  and 
d id  n o t have p r iv a te  h o u s in g . The Adam's fam ily  numbered f iv e  
c h i ld r e n  by th i s  tim e; F id e l ia ,  C harles  P . ,  J r . ,  T h e resa , 
Edward, and H enry. She th e n  p a id  to  have one o f  th e  b u ild in g s  
on th e  s i t e  r e p a i r e d  so t h a t  th e  fam ily  cou ld  have a p r iv a te  
d w e llin g . When a new g i r l s '  d o rm ito ry  was c o n s tru c te d ,  i t  was 
named in  honor o f  J e w e tt  (Adams, 1933).
In s p i t e  o f  th e  h ard  tim e s , th e  e d u c a tio n a l p h ilo so p h y  
s ta r t e d  in  1901 co n tin u ed  to  p r e v a i l .  The Ruston D aily  Leader 
(1 950) re p o r te d  t h a t  " s tu d e n ts  g e t  p le n ty  o f  'book  la m in g ' 
b u t C ram bling b e l ie v e s  th a t  a te x tb o o k  i s  good c h i e f ly  where 
i t s  c o n te n ts  can be a p p lie d  p r a c t i c a l l y  to  l i f e . "  L a tin  was 
u s e le s s  to  a y o u n g s te r  who would in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  be a 
te n a n t  fa rm er. The c h i ld  needed to  be ta u g h t how to  be an 
e f f i c i e n t  fa rm er, w ith  em phasis on d eve lop ing  s k i l l s  which 
would e n a b le  him one day to  own a p ro d u c tiv e  farm .
Instead of making pretty bookcases, students made beds 
out of orange crates for their homes so that family members 
would not have to sleep on the floor. Sheets and dresses were 
made out of flour sacks; therefore, it was not necessary to 
teach the usual French seams and embriodery because the 
students had no material for party dresses.
Adams worked fo r  improvement o f  a l l  ed u c a tio n  in  th e  
community. He f e l t  th a t  two sc h o o ls  w ith in  two m ile s  o f  each 
o th e r  taxed  th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  peo p le  and th e  system . On 
A p r il  6, 1914, he appeared  b e fo re  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School
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Board, re q u e s t in g  th e  c o n s o lid a tio n  o f  th e  N orth L o u is ian a
I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  School w ith  th e  A llen  Greene 
C olored Schoo l. The board  re a c te d  fa v o ra b ly  by in s t r u c t in g  
Adams to  s e t  up a m eeting  o f  a l l  th o se  concerned . The m inu tes 
o f  J u ly  28, and O ctober 1, 1914 re v e a le d  th a t  the  m eetings had 
ta k en  p la c e  ; th e  com m ittee in  charge recommended th a t  th e  two 
sch o o ls  c o n s o lid a te  fo r  improved e d u c a tio n a l advan tages and 
even suggested  th a t  th e  schoo l be renamed A llen  Greene - -  
C ram bling C o n so lid a ted  I n d u s t r i a l  High School (Board M in u te s , 
J u ly  28, 1914). A r e s o lu t io n  was o f fe re d  and moved fo r  adop­
t i o n .  The Board m inu tes (Jan u a ry  7, 1915) l i s t e d  th e
m echanics o f  th e  c o n s o lid a t io n ;  " fo r  th i s  y ea r and u n t i l
ad eq u a te  b u ild in g s  can be e re c te d ,  th e  f i r s t  f iv e  g rad es  o f 
th e  schoo l w i l l  be ta u g h t a t  th e  A llen  Greene School s i t e . . .  
The fo llo w in g  were app o in ted  as t r u s te e s  fo r  th e  
G ram bling-A llen  G reene C o n so lid a ted  School: P inkey G arner,
F a te  Richmond, and Warren H ouston ."
The students found themselves in the middle of the old 
conflict. When the students from Crambling tried to attend 
classes at the Allen Greene Baptist Academy, they found the 
doors boarded up to keep them out. Richmond removed the 
boards from the doors so that the Crambling students could 
have classes (Bailey, 1978). The school board obviously
realized that the consolidation would not work and abandoned 
that plan shortly thereafter. The school board (April 1 ,
1915), after an informal discussion of the possibilities of 
establishing a good industrial school for the Negroes of that 
section, passed the following resolutions :
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W hereas, th e  need o f  an e f f i c i e n t  co lo red  schoo l 
f o r  th e  p a r i s h  i s  v e ry  g r e a t ,  and W hereas, Cram bling 
i s  th e  c e n te r  o f  a la rg e  co lo re d  p o p u la tio n , w here 
th e  N egroes la r g e ly  own t h e i r  own homes and c u l t i v a t e  
t h e i r  own la n d , and W hereas, by c e n t r a l i z in g  th e  
e f f o r t s  o f  th e  board  and th e  N egroes, money from 
o th e r  so u rces  m igh t be a v a i la b l e  to  e r e c t  and equ ip  
an adeq u a te  schoo lhouse  and h e lp  m a in ta in  an e f f i c i e n t  
s c h o o l, and W hereas, n e a r ly  o n e - th ird  o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  
and lan d  owners a r e  w ith in  re a c h  o f  th e  Cram bling 
sch o o l.
T h e re fo re , be i t  r e s o lv e d  t h a t ,  i f  adequa te  
b u i ld in g s  can be p rov ided  and equipm ent i n s t a l l e d ,  
t h a t  t h i s  board  w i l l  su p p o rt th e  sch o o l w ith  a 
m ain tenance  fund to  o n e - th i rd  th e  amount now 
a p p ro p r ia te d  to  th e  p a r i s h  c o lo re d  sc h o o ls ; s a id  
a p p ro p r ia t io n s  to  come from th e  c o lo re d  c h i ld re n  
p r o r a ta  o f  th e  sch o o l fund .
T hat same y e a r , in  1915, Booker T. W ashington came to  
v i s i t  th e  sc h o o l. H is p re se n c e  d id  n o t co m p le te ly  smooth over 
th e  i l l - f e e l i n g s  betw een th e  two f a c t io n s  o f  b la c k  p eo p le  in  
th e  community. Adams, how ever, was p le a se d  w ith  W ash ing ton 's  
v i s i t .  A f te r  v i s i t i n g  C ram bling, W ashington spoke a t  Coleman 
C o lleg e  in  C ib s la n d , L o u is ia n a . Adams c h a r te re d  two coaches 
from th e  V icksburg , S h rev ep o rt & P a c i f ic  R a ilro a d  so t h a t  some 
o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  m igh t h e a r  W ash ing ton 's  sp eech . From th e r e ,  
W ashington and Adams went on to  S h re v e p o rt, w here he gave 
a n o th e r  speech . W ashington re tu rn e d  to  Tuskegee by way o f  
R uston . Adams a rran g ed  f o r  some o f  th e  prom inen t w h ite s  in  
R uston  to  m eet b r i e f l y  w ith  W ashington (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
The C enera l E ducation  Board made th r e e  t r i p s  to  
C ram bling: F eb ru ary , 1914; F eb ru ary , 1915; and F eb ru ary ,
1916. The r e p o r t  d e sc r ib e d  th e  sch o o l as b a s ic a l l y  
"e le m e n ta ry , in  a needy r u r a l  com munity." The fo llo w in g  
s ta te m e n ts  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  r e p o r t  by Jones  (1916):
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The p la n t  and equipm ent a re  c ru d e . The manage­
ment has n o t been  e f f e c t i v e .  The sch o o l was founded 
by th e  p r in c ip a l  and tu rn e d  o v er to  th e  p a r i s h  in  1915. 
T here a r e  110 s tu d e n ts ,  a l l  e lem en ta ry . A few o f  th e  
p u p il s  board  a t  th e  s c h o o l. The in d u s t r i a l  t r a in in g  
c o n s i s t s  o f  a l i t t l e  cook ing , sew ing, and woodwork.
Some o f  th e  p u p ils  a s s i s t  in  th e  c u l t i v a t io n  o f  th e  
la n d .
There a r e  s ix  t e a c h e r s ,  two m ales and fo u r  fe m a le s .
No books w ere k e p t f o r  th e  y e a r  1912-13. The so u rce  
o f  income: D ona tio n s, $1 ,000 ; t u i t i o n ,  $450; L in co ln
P a r is h ,  $100; board  d ep a rtm en t, $950; farm , $536.
Item s o f  e x p e n d itu re : s a l a r i e s ,  $2 ,700 ; o th e r
ex p e n ses , $336.
The sch o o l owns 200 a c re s  o f  la n d , o f  w hich abou t 
1 00 a c re s  a r e  c u l t iv a te d  and fo u r  a c re s  a r e  used  f o r  
th e  campus. The e s tim a te d  v a lu e ,  $3 ,000.
The main b u ild in g  i s  a p o o rly  b u i l t  tw o -s to ry  
fram e s t r u c t u r e .  There a r e  two v e ry  sm a ll b u i ld in g s ,  
used  f o r  a shop and b oys ' d o rm ito ry . The b u ild in g s  a re  
p o o r ly  k e p t .  The e s tim a te d  v a lu e ,  $1 ,500 . The e s ­
tim a ted  v a lu e  o f  movable equ ipm ent, $1 ,187, o f  t h i s  
$687 was in  farm equ ipm ent, and $300 in  f u r n i t u r e .
R ecom m endation--that th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  be made 
more e f f e c t iv e  and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  be developed in to  
a p a r i s h  t r a in in g  sc h o o l.
P erhaps th rough  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  Adams h ea rd  o f  th e  
t r a in in g  sch o o l movement and a ttem p ted  to  g e t  th e  sch o o l 
in v o lv ed  in  th e  p ro c e s s .  The a c tu a l  t r a in in g  sch o o l movememt 
had come ab o u t as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  a tte m p t by d i f f e r e n t  
p h i la n th r o p ic  o rg a n iz a t io n s  to  o p e ra te  Negro e d u c a tio n  th ro u g h  
th e  S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n .
Adams c o n ta c te d  Leo M. F a v ro t, who was in  ch a rg e  o f  
Negro ed u c a tio n  in  L o u is ia n a  under th e  G eneral E ducation  
Board. F av ro t made s e v e ra l  t r i p s  to  Cram bling to  in s p e c t  
th e  f a c i l i t i e s  and to  t a l k  w ith  Adams and th e  lo c a l  t r u s t e e  
b oard  w ith  re g a rd s  to  making th e  sch o o l a t r a in in g  sc h o o l. 
A p p a re n tly , Adams began to  f e e l  h o p e fu l d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t
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th e  m a tte r  was n o t s e t t l e d  y e t .  The e d u c a tio n a l p ro c e s s , 
e s p e c i a l l y  where N egroes w ere concerned , d id  n o t move v e ry  
f a s t .  F a v ro t, M arbury, and Lewis f i n a l l y  conv inced  th e  
L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board in  1919 to  ta k e  o ver th e  schoo l 
and make i t  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  S choo l. In th e  sch o o l 
te rm  1919-20, Adams and h is  w ife  re c e iv e d  a s a la r y  f o r  th e  
f i r s t  t im e . Adams (1931) r e p o r te d  th e  te a c h e r s ' s a l a r i e s  were 
p a id  th ro u g h  an arrangem ent by th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board, th e  G eneral E ducation  Board, and th e  Anna T. Jean es  
Fund. A ccording  to  F av ro t (1920 ), th e  s p e c i f ic  p u rposes  o f  
th e  t r a in in g  schoo l w ere to  p ro v id e : a s u p e r io r  ty p e  o f
sc h o o l, t r a in in g  f o r  boys and g i r l s  in  c i t i z e n s h ip ,  ed u c a tio n  
in  s e l f - h e l p , th o ro u g h n e ss , p h y s ic a l and m en ta l e f f o r t ,  a 
sen se  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  and r e s p o n s ib i l i t y ,  more advanced 
t r a in in g  th a n  th e  e lem en ta ry  program p ro v id e d , te a c h e r  
t r a in in g ,  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  f o r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  te a c h e rs  a l r e a d y  
in  s e r v ic e ,  an o p p o r tu n ity  f o r  poo r c h i ld r e n ,  t r a in in g  in  home 
m aking, and o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  s tu d y  community p rob lem s.
F a v ro t (1920) f u r th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  p a r i s h  t r a in in g  
s c h o o ls  w ere re c e iv in g  an u n u su a l amount o f  a t t e n t io n  from 
lo c a l  and s t a t e  sch o o l o f f i c i a l s .  They w ere housed in  good 
b u i ld in g s ,  su p p lie d  w ith  good te a c h e r s ,  and were re a s o n a b ly  
w e ll  equ ipped  w ith  f u r n i t u r e  and th e  o th e r  equipm ent n e c e ss a ry  
to  o p e ra te  a good sch o o l. The p r in c ip a l  re q u irem en ts  f o r  
S ta t e  a p p ro v a l o f  t r a in in g  sch o o ls  w ere: th e  term  m ust be
e ig h t  months o r  m ore, th e  te a c h e r s  m ust meet h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd s  
th an  were re q u ire d  in  th e  o th e r  s c h o o ls , th e  r e c i t a t i o n
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p e r io d s  m ust be t h i r t y  m inu tes  o r  m ore, th e  sc h o o ls  m ust be 
re a s o n a b ly  w e ll equipped w ith  s c ie n c e  a p p a ra tu s , l i b r a r i e s ,  
e t c . , and more e f f i c i e n t  re c o rd  k eep in g  m ust be m a in ta in ed .
P ro v is io n  was made f o r  th r e e  g rad es  o f  t r a in in g  
s c h o o ls  : Grade A, Grade B, and Grade C. Grade A was composed
o f  a l l  t r a in in g  sch o o ls  t h a t  o f fe re d  b o th  th e  g e n e ra l co u rse  
and th e  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  c o u rse s  in  th e  e le v e n th  g ra d e . Grade 
B c o n s is te d  o f  a l l  t r a in in g  sch o o ls  th a t  o f fe re d  o n ly  th e  
te a c h e r - t r a in i n g  co u rse  in  th e  e le v e n th  g ra d e . Grade C 
in c lu d e d  a l l  t r a in in g  sch o o ls  t h a t  o f f e r e d  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  in  
th e  te n th  g ra d e .
Each sch o o l in  th e  th r e e  g rad es  (A, B and C) was
r a t e d  f i r s t ,  second o r  t h i r d  c l a s s .  The ad van tages  o f  th e  
t r a in in g  sch o o ls  were as  fo llo w s  : th e y  were t r a in in g
i n s t i t u t i o n s  reco g n ized  by th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n , 
th e y  re c e iv e d  f in a n c ia l  a s s i s ta n c e  from o u ts id e  a g e n c ie s  
th ro u g h  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n , th e y  had a b e t t e r  
o rg a n iz a t io n  w ith  some s u p e rv is io n  o f  classroom  w ork, th e  boys 
and g i r l s  w ere g iv e n  a p r a c t i c a l  ty p e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a in in g  
th a t  would p re p a re  them f o r  a v o c a t io n ,  th e  g ra d u a te s  were
g iv e n  d ip lom as by th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E duca tion , and
g ra d u a te s  from th e  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  co u rse  re c e iv e d  a S ta te  
t e a c h e r s ' c e r t i f i c a t e .  These were th e  req u irem en ts  Adams 
face d  in  o rg a n iz in g  th e  t r a in in g  sc h o o l. The im m ediate 
problem  r e s te d  w ith  th e  s e c u r in g  o f  b e t t e r  b u ild in g s  and 
equ ipm ent. The s t a t e  s p e c i f ie d  th e  ty p e s  o f  b u i ld in g s  to  be 
b u i l t .  F av ro t (1920) s e n t b lu e p r in t s  f o r  th e  proposed new
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b u i ld in g s .  However, th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board would n o t 
c o n se n t to  make any a p p ro p r ia tio n s  f o r  th o se  two e s s e n t i a l s .  
Money th a t  had come from so u rces  such  as th e  Rosenwald Fund 
had to  be m atched. Adams (1931) w ro te t h a t  some o f  th e  
members o f  th e  w h ite  board , such as  T. H. M ills  and W. J .  
L ew is, a ttem p ted  to  sa lv a g e  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  They were a b le  to  
o b ta in  some money. The s tu d e n ts  and f a c u l ty  hau led  th e  lum ber 
and c o n s tru c te d  th e  b u ild in g s .  He a l s o  s ta t e d  th a t  th e  w hole 
o p e ra t io n  was slow  g e t t in g  s t a r t e d .  D ocum entation o f  t h i s  was 
g iv e n  in  a l e t t e r  from A. C. Lew is, A s s is ta n t  S ta te  A gent f o r  
Negro S ch o o ls , to  W. J .  Lewis, th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  t r u s te e s  o f  
th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  S chool. The su b stan ce  o f  th e  
l e t t e r  exp ressed  a concern th a t  th e  b u ild in g  had n o t been 
s t a r t e d .  In f a c t ,  th e  lum ber had n o t  even been secu red  even 
though th e  money was on d e p o s it  w ith  a lo c a l  bank. A. C. 
Lewis (1 920) s a id .
The tim e has come when th e  b u ild in g  m ust e i t h e r  
be e re c te d  w ith o u t f u r th e r  d e la y  o r  abandon th e  p ro ­
j e c t  and adm it th a t  i t  canno t be done, w hich o f  co u rse  
means th a t  th e  sch o o l a t  C ram bling w i l l  be taken  from 
th e  l i s t  o f  p a r i s h  t r a in in g  s c h o o ls . I t  would be re -  
g r e t a b le  f o r  t h a t  schoo l to  be dropped from th e  l i s t  
on acco u n t o f  i t s  g r e a t  in f lu e n c e  f o r  good in  t h a t  
p a r t  o f  th e  s t a t e .  I t s  in f lu e n c e  i s  a lre a d y  being  
f e l t  n o t o n ly  in  L in co ln , b u t in  su rro u n d in g  p a r i s h e s .  
There i s  n o t a community, w h ite  o r  c o lo re d , in  th e  
s t a t e  t h a t  i s  in  g r e a t e r  need o f  a sch o o l b u ild in g  
th a n  t h i s  sch o o l and I would be g la d  to  be assu red  
th a t  th e  work w i l l  go forw ard  now and be com pleted 
as soon as  p o s s ib le .
W. J .  Lewis (1 920) responded to  A. C. Lew is. The 
e s sen ce  o f  h i s  r e p ly  was t h a t  th e  lum ber had n o t been o b ta in e d  
b ecau se  th e  m i l l  su pp ly ing  th e  lum ber had been c lo se d . The 
o rd e r  had been p laced  w ith  a n o th e r  company who prom ised to
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d e l iv e r  th e  lum ber as soon as  p o s s ib le ,  th u s  c o n s tru c t io n  
cou ld  s t a r t  a s  soon a s  th e r e  was enough m a te r i a l .  W. J .  Lewis 
a s su re d  him th a t  th e  d e la y  was n o t due to  n e g lig e n c e  on any 
on es ' p a r t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s in c e  th e y  were th e  ones who had 
a rran g e d  f o r  th e  m atch ing  money.
In 1921 th e  sch o o l made s a t i s f a c t o r y  p ro g re s s  and was 
g iv e n  a C la ss  A r a t i n g .  C orrespondence betw een Adams and 
F av ro t (1921) s u b s t a n t i a te d  Adams s ta te m e n t abou t p ro g re s s .  
The co rresp o n d en ce  a l s o  re v e a le d  a sm all b u t s te a d y  flow  o f  
money from th e  G enera l E ducation  Board f o r  co n tin u ed  
c o n s tru c t io n  o f  a d o rm ito ry  and shop equipm ent. One l e t t e r  
from A.C. Lewis (Septem ber 15, 1921), re v e a le d  th a t  John S.
J o n e s , Negro A gent f o r  th e  Rosenwald Fund, had p a id  a v i s i t  to  
C ram bling and r e p o r te d  g r e a t  im provem ents a t  th e  s c h o o l.
A c l a s s  sch ed u le  su b m itted  by Adams (May 2, 1921)
re v e a le d  a f a c u l ty  o f  s ix  i n s t r u c t o r s , in c lu s iv e  o f  Mr. and 
M rs. Adams. Adams ta u g h t C iv ic s , A g r ic u l tu r e ,  and H is to ry .
A l e t t e r  from F av ro t (Septem ber 20, 1921) su b m itted
f i n a l  payment f o r  th e  com pleted b u ild in g .  The cover o f  
B u l le t in  No. 18, R eport on S p e c ia l  A c t i v i t i e s  in  Negro 
E ducation  in  L o u is ia n a  fo r  s e s s io n  1920-21 c a r r i e d  a p ic tu r e  
o f  th e  newly com pleted  main b u ild in g  o f  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  
T ra in in g  S choo l.
C orrespondence betw een A. C. Lew is, H. L. Campbell and 
Adams (1921) r e v e a le d  a co n tin u ed  flow  o f  a id  from th e  G enera l 
E duca tio n  Board, Rosenwald Fund, and th e  S la t e r  Fund to  th e  
L in co ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  Schoo l. These added funds enab led
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Adams to erect additional buildings, to increase the number of 
faculty, and to provide adequate dwellings for teachers. A 
summer normal school was held for in-service teachers.
In 1925, C h arles  P. Adams tr a v e le d  to  S ou thern  
U n iv e r s ity  to  in te rv ie w  th e  f iv e  g ra d u a te s  as p ro s p e c t iv e  
te a c h e rs  f o r  th e  sc h o o l. R. W. E. Jones  remembered th a t  Adams 
d id  n o t in te rv ie w  him, b u t m ere ly  o b ta in e d  h i s  a d d re s s . Jones 
b e l ie v e d  th a t  Adams, be in g  a man o f  la rg e  s t a t u e ,  was n o t 
i n t e r e s te d  in  em ploying a man o f  s m a lle r  s t a t u e .  Jones a t  
t h a t  tim e weighed ap p ro x im ate ly  120 pounds. N e v e r th e le s s , 
Jo n es  re c e iv e d  an o f f e r  from Adams fo r  a p o s i t io n  a t  th e  
sc h o o l. He a r r iv e d  in  G ram bling on June 17, 1926 a t  6 :30  p.m. 
on th e  w est bound t r a i n  ( In te rv ie w , Jo n e s , 1981).
Jo n es  w ent to  see Adams b u t was to ld  th a t  he was 
a s le e p .  He was g iv e n  a room f o r  th e  n ig h t  and Adams saw him 
th e  n e x t m orning. Much to  h is  d isap p o in tm e n t, Jones  d i s ­
covered  th a t  Adams had n o t in ten d ed  to  c o n ta c t him fo r  a 
te a c h in g  p o s i t i o n .  Adams had indeed  been lo o k in g  f o r  a la r g e r  
man. Jones  (1981) remembered th a t  he "was v e ry  u p s e t;  he was 
young, in e x p e rie n c e d  and a long  way from home." He s tay e d  on 
to  see  i f  he would g e t  a p o s i t i o n .  Adams made th e  te a c h in g  
a ss ig n m en ts  th e  F r id a y  b e fo re  th e  summer s e s s io n  opened. 
T here w ere s ev en teen  f a c u l ty  members in c lu d in g  Adams and h is  
w ife . A f te r  th e  o th e r  ass ig n m en ts  w ere made, Adams to ld  Jones 
he w anted him to  coach th e  f o o tb a l l  and b a s e b a l l  teams and 
form a band. In a d d i t io n  to  t h a t ,  he was to  te a c h  b io lo g y , 
c h e m is try , p h y s ic s , and m ath . When th e  b o a rd in g  s tu d e n ts
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When school opened Adams also assigned the recording of grades 
to him. Jones accepted each assignment readily.
A ccording  to  Jones (1981), th e r e  w ere f iv e  b u ild in g s  
on th e  campus when he a r r iv e d ;  one e ig h t  room classroom  
b u ild in g ,  a g i r l s '  and a boys ' d o rm ito ry , a sm a ll d in in g  h a l l ,  
and an e lem en fa ry  sch o o l b u i ld in g .  A ll  w a te r  was fu rn is h e d  by 
hand-dug w e lls ;  th e  w a te r was drawn up in  a buck e t by hand. 
The rooms w ere fu rn is h e d  w ith  o i l  lamps and wood h e a te r s .  
Each g i r l s '  room re c e iv e d  te n  s t i c k s  o f  wood p e r  n ig h t  c u t by 
th e  boys.
In o rd e r  to  f u l f i l l  h is  a ss ig n m en ts  as  a coach and 
band d i r e c to r ,  Jones (1981) o rd e red  a t h l e t i c  equipm ent and 
band in s tru m e n ts  from S e a rs , Roebuck, and Company on c r e d i t .  
In  o rd e r  to  pay o f f  th e  d e b t , Jones  o rg an ized  a m in s t r e l  show 
and perform ed in  th e  n e ig h b o rin g  towns o f  A rcad ia , A thens, 
Minden, and B e rn ic e . They rode  on f l a t  bed tru c k s  and in  
model T Ford c a rs  p rov ided  by th e  c i t i z e n s .  A ll  o f  th e  
p ro ceed s  went tow ard pay ing  o f f  th e  d e b t w ith  S e a rs . The few 
d o l l a r s  l e f t  w ere added to  th e  te a c h e r s ' s a l a r i e s .
Jones remembered Adams as a giant of a man who had a 
special quality about him which caused the people to love and 
respect him. He had the capacity to understand problems. He 
also became alarmed and upset when things did not move 
smoothly. "A person with less endurance and patience, and 
smaller in statute would not have been able to get the school 
moving and keep it open. He worked for three years with a
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
42
v e ry  d is g ru n tle d  chu rch  g roup . Anyone e l s e  would n o t have 
succeeded" ( In te rv ie w , J o n e s , 1981).
The f r i c t i o n  between Adams and th e  church  group 
c o n tin u ed . The m inu tes  o f  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board 
in d ic a te d  c o n s ta n t d isag reem en t between Adams and the t r u s te e s  
o f  th e  A llen  G reene S choo l. The Board m inu tes (J u ly  26, 1925, 
and Jan u ary  4, 1926) reco rd ed  th a t  Doc Brown, C h a rlie  Land,
and Davis W illiam s appeared  b e fo re  th e  board  to  re q u e s t funds 
fo r  th e  A llen  Greene S choo l. They were inform ed by th e  board 
th a t  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  th a t  community were bein g  p rovided fo r  in  
th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  L in co ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School and th a t  
under th e  law , th e  board  could n o t a p p ro p r ia te  money fo r  a 
denom in a tio n a l s ch o o l.
The f r i c t i o n  must have become v e ry  obvious because the 
Board m inu tes ( J u ly  27, 1927) reco rd e d  a com m ittee being
ap p o in ted  by th e  sch o o l board  to  in v e s t ig a t e  and e v a lu a te  the 
d if f e re n c e s  betw een th e  people o f  th e  A lle n  Greene and 
Gram bling S choo ls to  d e term ine  i f  th ey  could  e f f e c t  some type 
o f  compromise. The co n tin u ed  f r i c t i o n  hampered a d e f i n i te  and 
p o s i t i v e  program fo r  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  th e  community.
Horace W hite came to  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  
School in  th e  summer o f  1927. W. J .  Bateman, S u p erv iso r o f 
A g r ic u l tu r a l  E ducation  fo r  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation , 
asked him to  go to  Gr am bling to  te a c h  summer s ch o o l. White 
had met Adams in  1920 when he was a s tu d e n t  a t  Southern  
U n iv e r s ity . Adams had come fo r  a m eeting  and White as a 
s tu d e n t w orker had th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  p ro v id in g  Adams w ith
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a room. White r e c a l l s  th a t  th e re  were a few fram e b u ild in g s  
when he a r r iv e d .  There was a need fo r  a norm al school fo r  
N egroes in  L o u is ian a  and th e re  was f i e r c e  co m p e titio n  among 
th e  Negro le a d e rs  fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  a normal school in 
th e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  a re a .  James F ra z ie r ,  J .  B. L a fa rg u e , J .  B. 
Henderson and M. J .  F o s te r  were j u s t  a few o f  the  in d iv id u a ls  
vy ing  fo r  th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  the  normal s c h o o l. Adams, 
acco rd in g  to  W hite, was aware th a t  h is  chances o f  secu rin g  a 
norm al schoo l in  Grambling were s lim . T. H. H a r r is ,  th e  
S u p e rin ten d en t o f  E d u ca tio n , d id  no t want th e  school to  
deve lop  in to  a normal sch o o l. White was co n fid e n t th a t  Adams 
had a p lan  ( In te rv ie w , W hite, O ctober 22, 1981).
He remembered th a t  Adams s a id ,  "W hite, I am going to  
b e a t th o se  boys o u t .  I'm  going to  g e t a normal school fo r  
G ram bling ." White (1981) r e p l ie d ,  "what a re  you going  to  do 
c h ie f? "  P r a c t i c a l ly  everyone c a l le d  him 'C h i e f .  Adams 
r e p l ie d ,  "W hite, Huey L ong 's  going to  be e le c te d  and I am 
go ing  to  ask  Mr. Long to  su p p o rt l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  a normal 
schoo l fo r  u s ."  T his p la n  o b v io u s ly  im pressed  White very  
much. He s a id ,  "Adams was a g r e a t  le a d e r .  He was always 
doing  th in g s  fo r  th e  good o f th e  peop le w ith o u t th in k in g  about 
h im se lf .  This was j u s t  one example o f h is  le a d e rs h ip "  
(In te rv ie w , W hite, 1981).
E a rly  in  1928, th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board 
re la y e d  some bad news to  Adams. He was n o t i f i e d  th a t  they  
were unab le to  c o n tin u e  to  p rov ide  s a l a r i e s  fo r  th e  te a c h e rs . 
The grow th o f  th e  secondary  ed u c a tio n  movement in  th e  s t a t e
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and th e  need f o r  b e t t e r  t r a in e d  e lem en ta ry  te a c h e r s  had p u t a 
s t r a i n  on th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  sch o o l b o a rd . Adams was n o t 
s u rp r is e d  because  so many o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  w ere coming from 
o u ts id e  th e  p a r i s h .  The e n ro llm e n t in  th e  summer sch o o l had 
gone up to  f iv e  hundred  o r  m ore. The r e g u la r  day schoo l 
e n ro llm e n t a l s o  exceeded o v er f iv e  hundred (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
We have seen  th a t  C h a rle s  P. Adams was indeed  a g ia n t  
o f  a man. In s p i t e  o f  h i s  poor economic background , he worked 
hard  and ach iev ed  a d eg ree  o f  economic s u f f ic i e n c y .  However, 
he was n o t s a t i s f i e d .  He had a t h i r s t  f o r  fo rm a l e d u c a tio n . 
T h is  t h i r s t  le d  him to  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  w here he worked h is  
way th ro u g h  s c h o o l. He p lanned  to  f u r th e r  h is  e d u c a tio n  by 
go ing  on to  Howard U n iv e r s ity  to  become a la w y e r. But he was 
d e s t in e d  to  le a d  th e  b la c k  p eo p le  o f  N orth  L o u is ia n a  in  t h e i r  
s e a rc h  f o r  e d u c a tio n . He was s e n t  by Booker T. W ashington to  
N orth  L o u is ian a  to  e s t a b l i s h  an i n d u s t r i a l  s c h o o l. He had 
n o th in g  to  work w ith , b u t he d id  n o t g iv e  up . For tw en ty - 
seven  y e a r s ,  he begged, adm onished and persuaded  th e  b la c k s  
and w h ite s , r i c h  and poor to  g iv e  a id  to  th e  s tr u g g lin g
s c h o o l. He even s o ld  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in  h is  own farm to  p ro v id e  
much needed f in a n c e s  f o r  th e  s ch o o l. He re fu s e d  to  be
d e te r r e d  in  h is  r e l e n t l e s s  p u r s u i t  f o r  im provement o f  th e  
s c h o o l. L a w su its , gu n p lay , and q u a r r e l s  w ith  th e  b la c k  
p o p u la tio n  o n ly  seemed to  in c re a s e  h is  d e te rm in a tio n  to  
su cceed . He and h i s  w ife  re c e iv e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  s a la r y  when th e
L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board f i n a l l y  took  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  th e
sch o o l in  1919. Adams co n tin u ed  to  push f o r  a d d i t io n a l  g a in s
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even though th e  P a r is h  School Board had ta k en  o ver th e  o p e ra ­
t i o n  o f  th e  sc h o o l. He r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  t r a in in g  sch o o l was 
n o t d esigned  to  meet th e  needs o f  an in c re a s in g  number o f  
b la c k s .  He began to  lo o k  f o r  a d d i t io n a l  so u rces  to  accommo­
d a te  th e  r i s i n g  number o f  b la c k s  seek in g  a h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n .
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THE SCHOOL AT GRAMBLING BECOMES A STATE JUNIOR COLLEGE
Adams v ig o ro u s ly  pursued h is  p lan  to  seek  th e  su p p o rt 
o f  Huey P. Long in  making L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School a 
s t a t e  su p p o rted  norm al sc h o o l. D esp ite  s tre n o u s  o p p o s itio n  
from S u p e rin ten d en t T. H. H a rr is  and h is  f r i e n d s ,  L inco ln  
P a r is h  T ra in in g  School became th e  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  by an a c t o f th e  l e g i s la t u r e  a f t e r  a c t iv e  
su p p o rt by Governor Long. H a rr is  was s u c c e s s fu l ,  in  r e q u ir in g  
Adams to  r e tu r n  to  schoo l fo r  more form al ed u c a tio n . H a rr is  
t r i e d  to  impede th e  p ro g re s s  o f  th e  schoo l and h a r ra s s  Adams 
fo r  th e  n ex t e ig h t  y e a rs . He a lso  a ttem p ted  to  g e t th e  schoo l 
moved to  a n o th e r  lo c a t io n .  When th a t  e f f o r t  f a i l e d ,  he 
e v e n tu a l ly  had Adams removed as head o f the  i n s t i t u t i o n .
Adams, a f t e r  b e ing  to ld  by th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board th a t  th ey  would no lo n g e r  p ro v id e  s a l a r i e s  fo r  th e  
te a c h e rs  o f th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School, knew b e fo re  
hand th a t  i t  would be w orthw hile  to  have a p lan  o f  a c tio n  in  
th e  even t som ething l i k e  th a t  had o cc u rre d . He w atched th e  
e l e c t i o n  campaigns w ith  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  Judge H. H. White and 
Huey P. Long were ca n d id a te s  fo r  gov ern o r. White and Long 
came to  Ruston to  campaign and Adams a tten d ed  b o th  o f  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s .  A lso cam paigning fo r  th e  s t a t e  s e n a te  s e a t
46
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w ere R. B. K nott and Howard W arren. Through o b se rv a tio n  a t  
th e  p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s ,  d is c u s s io n  w ith  th e  w h ite  p o l i t i c a l  
le a d e r s  o f  R uston, and read in g  the  accoun ts  in  th e  new spapers, 
Adams determ ined  th e  p o s s ib le  w in n e rs . He chose Long and 
W arren. Warren and Adams were w ell a c q u a in te d  and Adams asked 
him to  sponso r a b i l l  in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  make th e  L inco ln  
P a r is h  T ra in in g  School a normal sch o o l. Warren agreed  to  
sponso r th e  b i l l  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
Long won th e  g o v e rn o rsh ip , bu t Warren l o s t . This was 
a blow fo r  Adams because  he had met K nott o n ly  once . Adams 
had n o t asked him to  in tro d u c e  a b i l l  to  make th e  schoo l a 
s t a t e  sch o o l because he knew th e  h e lp  o f  th e  lo c a l  w h ite  
e le c te d  o f f i c i a l s  to  in te rc e d e  fo r  him w ith  b o th  the  
g o v e rn o r -e le c t  and th e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was c r i t i c a l l y  needed 
(Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
However, Adams was accustomed to  s e t - b a c k s . In h is  
u s u a l manner o f  " b u ll  dog te n a c i t y , " he tu rn ed  th i s  a d v e rs i ty  
to  advan tage  by a t t a i n in g  s t a t e  suppo rt fo r  th e  sch o o l. Adams 
had concluded a f t e r  h is  f ig h t  w ith  th e  members o f  th e  farm 
o rg a n iz a t io n ,  th a t  i t  was b e t t e r  to  use h is  own judgem ent in  
m a tte rs  concern ing  th e  sch o o l. Except in  r a r e  in s ta n c e s  when 
he heeded th e  adv ice  o f  th e  w hite  board members o f  R uston, he 
made a l l  o f  th e  d e c is io n s  concern ing  schoo l m a tte rs  re g a rd le s s  
o f  th e  ad v ice  g iven  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .  S h o r tly  a f t e r  th e  
e l e c t i o n  was o v e r. S e n a to r - e le c t  K nott went ou t to  th e  schoo l 
and summoned Adams ou t o f  c l a s s .  He w aited  in  th e  c a r  u n t i l  
Adams came o u t .  Even though Negroes could no t v o te , they  were
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n o t w ith o u t in f lu e n c e  and d id  ex p ress  a p re fe re n c e  fo r  c e r ta in  
c a n d id a te s . There were " f a v o r i te "  b la c k s  who b e n e f i t t e d  from 
th e i r  co n n e c tio n s  w ith  i n f l u e n t i a l  w h ite s . They rece iv ed  
fa v o rs  from th e  w h ite s  acco rd in g  to  what was conside red  
a c c e p ta b le  du rin g  th a t  e r a .  The w h ite s  in  r e tu r n ,  b e n e f i t t e d  
econom ica lly  by b la ck  p a tro n ag e  a t  t h e i r  p la c e  o f  b u s in e s s . 
O bviously  K nott had le a rn ed  th a t  Adams p re fe r re d  W arren. His 
purpose fo r  th e  v i s i t  to  th e  schoo l was to  show Adams h is
sp eech e s , w hich he m a in ta in ed , convinced th e  v o te r s  th a t  he 
was th e  b e s t c a n d id a te , th e re b y , e n a b lin g  him to  win th e  
e le c t io n  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .  The p lo y  o f  d is ru p tin g  Adams 
c la s s  was a lso  a rude show o f power.
R e c a llin g  th e  m eeting  w ith  K no tt, Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  
s a id ,  "When I could g e t a word in  I asked him about
in tro d u c in g  th e  b i l l  to  make th e  sch o o l a s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
He was m om entarily  stunned bu t q u ic k ly  re c o v e re d ."  The two o f 
them argued th e  p ros and cons o f  th e  p ro p o sa l b e fo re  K nott
com mitted h im se lf  to  in tro d u ce  th e  b i l l .  R e a liz in g  th a t  some 
in su ra n c e  on th e  passage  o f  th e  b i l l  would be h e lp f u l ,  Adams 
toyed w ith  th e  id ea  o f  v i s i t i n g  g o v e rn o r -e le c t Long to  seek  
h is  su p p o rt o f  th e  b i l l  b e fo re  he took  o f f i c e .  He m entioned 
i t  to  K nott who though t i t  was an e x c e l le n t  id e a . K nott 
c a l le d  Adams a few days l a t e r  to  su g g es t th a t  th ey  go to
S h rev ep o rt to  see g o v e rn o r-e le c t Long th e  n ex t day.
T h e ir  l a t e  a r r i v a l  in  S h rev ep o rt due to  c a r  tro u b le  
delayed  th e i r  v i s i t  w ith  Long u n t i l  he re tu rn e d  from lunch . 
Adams and K nott sought f u r th e r  in su ran c e  on passage  o f th e
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b i l l  when th ey  p icked  up a m erchant from Simsboro who had been 
a ch ildhood  f r ie n d  o f  Long to  accompany them fo r  added 
su p p o rt. Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  r e c a l le d  th e  m eeting  v iv id ly .
There was a p a r t i t i o n  about w a is t  h ig h  s e p a ra t in g  
us from th e  g o v e rn o r -e le c t .  We were a b le  to  see 
and ta lk  to  him a lth o u g h  he was in  th e  in n e r  
o f f i c e .  I l e t  Mr. K nott and Mr. Long do th e
ta lk in g .  Every tim e one o f them s a id  som ething,
Mr. Long would say , 'H e l l ,  th e re  is  no money down 
th e r e - th o s e  r a s c a l s  have taken  a l l  o f  th e  damned 
m oney.' Mr. K nott and h is  f r ie n d  became d i s ­
couraged . I d ec ided  th a t  now was th e  tim e fo r  
me to  speak . I p u lle d  my c h a ir  up and Mr. K nott 
s a id  th a t  I p o in te d  my f in g e r  a t  th e  governo r- 
e l e c t .  I to ld  him th a t  i f  he d id  n o t do som ething 
f o r  th e  co lo re d  peop le in  N orth L o u is ian a  w hile  he 
was g o v ern o r, th e re  would be n o th in g  done".
Long l i s t e n e d  to  what Adams s a id  and then  spoke o f 
Booker T. W ashington and th e  e x c e l le n t  work being  done a t  
Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  Even though he had n eve r met W ashington 
p e r s o n a l ly ,  he had read  about h is  accom plishm ents. Long then  
asked Adams i f  he had known W ashington and Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  
r e p l ie d ,  " I  knew Dr. W ashington v e ry  w e l l ; I a tte n d e d  schoo l 
u nder him and he was r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  my coming to  G ram bling ."
Long s tood  up and came o u t o f  th e  in n e r  o f f i c e ,  
s lap p ed  K nott on th e  back, o b v io u s ly  p le a se d  w ith  th e  id e a , 
in s t r u c te d  K nott to  in tro d u c e  th e  b i l l  and he would su p p o rt 
i t .  Long shook hands w ith  them, in c lu d in g  Adams. They were 
e la te d  over t h e i r  su c c e s s . To have o b ta in ed  h is  f u l l  su p p o rt 
was more than  had been ex p e c ted . Adams had been s u c c e s s fu l in  
h is  b id  fo r  in su ra n c e  on th e  p r o je c t .  K nott had a lso  enhanced 
h is  image w ith  b o th  th e  lo c a l  w h ite  and b la c k  p o p u la tio n . 
Going to  b a t fo r  Adams w ith  Long was p o l i t i c a l l y  e x p e d ie n t. 
Adams had th e  e a r  o f some o f  th e  m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  w h ite s  in
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R uston. Thus K n o tt 's  image must have improved w ith  th i s  
g e s tu r e .
Adams has s a id  in  h is  memoirs ( n .d .n .p . )  th a t  he 
inform ed W. J .  Bateman, S u p e rv iso r o f  A g r ic u l tu r a l  T ra in in g  
fo r  C o lored , and A. C. Lew is, S u p e rv iso r o f  Negro S ch o o ls , o f  
h is  p la n s  to  see g o v e rn c r -e le c t  Long fo r  th e  purpose o f 
r e q u e s t in g  s t a t e  su p p o rt o f  th e  sc h o o l. Adams hoped th a t  
Lewis would inform  S u p e rin te n d e n t H a rr is  o f h is  p lan s  so th a t  
he could  no t be accused o f  o p e ra t in g  in  s e c re c y . Y et, Horace 
W hite (1981) b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  p r o je c t  was k ep t a s e c r e t  u n t i l  
th e  b i l l  was p re se n te d  in  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  th e re b y , b rin g in g  
an elem ent o f  s u r p r is e  to  th o se  d i r e c t l y  concerned . The 
L in co ln  P arish . School Board was o b v io u s ly  inform ed o f th e  p lan  
and they  were in  t o t a l  ag reem ent. School Board m inu tes (June 
5, 1928,) re v e a le d  th a t  a r e s o lu t io n  was o f fe re d  and passed
w hich deeded a l l  o f  th e  la n d , b u i ld in g s  and equipm ent o f  the  
L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School to  th e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ian a  fo r  
th e  purpose o f  m a in ta in in g  a s t a t e  e d u c a tio n a l i n s t i t u t e  fo r  
th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  Negro ra c e .
Adams had always made i t  a p o in t to  im ita te  W ashington 
in  h is  b id  fo r  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  i n f l u e n t i a l  w h ite s . The 
c u l t iv a t io n  o f  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  th o se  peop le pa id  o f f .  I t  
was a m ajor accom plishm ent to  have th e  schoo l board tu rn  over 
th e  sch o o l p ro p e r ty  to  th e  s t a t e .  And i t  would n o t have 
happened, i f  i t  had n o t been fo r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f th e  w h ite s  
who had b e f r ie n d e d  Adams, even though th e  p ro p e r ty  had been 
p a id  fo r  by F id e l ia  J e w e tt and th e  seven b la c k s .
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S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  c e r t a in l y  had heard  about the  
move to  make th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School a s t a t e  
i n s t i t u t i o n .  When S en a to r K nott in tro d u ced  th e  b i l l  in  th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i t  was d e fe a te d  on th e  f i r s t  v o te .  H a rr is  had 
g a th e re d  h is  fo rc e s  in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  v o te  a g a in s t  i t .  
Adams was aware o f th e  f a c t  th a t  he was n o t one o f  S uperin ­
te n d e n t H a r r is ' f a v o r i t e  p eo p le . Perhaps H a rr is  was a 
s u p p o r te r  o f  S outhern  U n iv e rs ity  and f e l t  th a t  a n o th e r b la ck  
sch o o l in  N orth L o u is ian a  m ight one day be in  co m p e titio n  w ith  
S o u th ern . Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  s t a t e s  in  h is  memoirs th a t  he 
t r i e d  every  hono rab le  way he knew to  c u l t i v a t e  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  
o f  H a r r is ,  bu t to  no a v a i l .  H a rr is  r e f e r r e d  to  Adams in  a 
sp eech , d e l iv e re d  a t  the  Annual M eeting o f  th e  Colored 
T eachers A sso c ia tio n  in  New O rlean s , as a good schoo l man bu t 
th a t  he was "too  ugly" (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) . Perhaps H a rr is  was 
r e f e r r i n g  to  Adams s iz e  and f e l t  in t im id a te d  by i t ,  o r th a t  
h is  a t t i t u d e  d i f f e re d  from what was expected  o f  b la ck s  during  
th a t  tim e . Adams, as m entioned e a r l i e r ,  p o in ted  h is  f in g e r  a t  
Long, which was co n s id e red  u n a c cep ta b le  b eh a v io r fo r  a b la ck  
man. Had Long been o f a d i f f e r e n t  tem perm ent, Adams p robab ly  
would have rece iv e d  no c o n s id e ra t io n  w h a tso ev er. The bo ldness  
th a t  Adams e x h ib ite d  in  h is  approach to  w h ite s  fo r  h e lp , some­
tim es o ffended  them. H a rr is  may have been r e s e n t f u l  because 
Adams had th e  e a r  o f  some o f  th e  most prom inent w h ite s  o f 
N orth L o u is ia n a .
The day a f t e r  th e  in t ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  b i l l  and i t s  
sub seq u en t d e f e a t ,  th e  governor in  a g e s tu re  th a t  would become
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in c r e a s in g ly  f a m i l i a r ,  made a p e rso n a l appearance on th e  f lo o r  
o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  push th e  b i l l  th ro u g h . His p e rso n a l
in te rv e n t io n  in  l e g i s l a t i v e  a f f a i r s  was a p r a c t ic e  he c o n tin ­
ued u n t i l  h is  a s s a s s in a t io n .  Adams had won a n o th e r  b a t t l e .  
The b i l l  i s  reco rd ed  as Act Number 160, S enate B i l l  Number 
227. The L in co ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School was accep ted  th e reb y  
e s ta b l is h in g  a S ta te  Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  School fo r  Negro 
y o u th s . The name o f  th e  Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  School was 
reco rded  as L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  Schoo l. The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  was d e le g a te d  to  p ro v id e  su p p o rt fo r  th e  sch o o l. 
I t  was signed  by Governor Huey P. Long on J u ly  16, 1928 (A cts
o f  th e  L e g is la tu r e ,  1928).
There was cause to  c e le b ra te  in  Grambling and L inco ln  
P a r is h .  The s tr u g g lin g  schoo l which had s ta r t e d  tw en ty -seven  
y e a rs  b e fo re  would f i n a l l y  ta k e  i t s  p la c e  among th e  f iv e  
e x i s t in g  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  add ressed  
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  a t  le n g th  a t  i t s  m eeting  on 
August 6, 1928. He ex p la in ed  to  them th a t  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  
T ra in in g  S choo l, by th e  re c e n t l e g i s l a t i o n ,  was converted  in to  
a s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w ith  th e  name, "L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and 
I n d u s t r i a l  S c h o o l." Act 160 made i t  th e  du ty  o f  th e  S ta te
Board o f  E ducation  to  a d m in is te r  the  a f f a i r s  o f th i s  new s t a t e
s c h o o l. He f u r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  no a p p ro p r ia t io n  was made, 
and th a t  th e  main sou rce  o f  i t s  su p p o rt would have to  co n tin u e  
to  come from th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board i f  th e  school was 
to  fu n c t io n . He then  recommended th a t  th e  L inco ln  P a rish  
School Board and S u p e rin ten d en t Campbell be named as an
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e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee to  hand le  a l l  m a tte rs  connected  w ith  the 
s c h o o l. The Board ac cep te d  th e  recom mendation and passed  a 
r e s o lu t io n  to  th a t  e f f e c t .  The e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee was 
in s t r u c te d  to  keep c a re f u l  m inu tes and r e f e r  them to  th e  S ta te  
Board fo r  ap p ro v a l (Board M inu tes, August 6, 1928).
L inco ln  P a r is h ,  th e n , had to  c o n tin u e  c a rry in g  the  
f in a n c ia l  burden o f  th e  schoo l because no money had been 
a p p ro p r ia te d  fo r  th e  a c tu a l  o p e ra t io n s  fo r  th e  s e s s io n  
1928-29. P erhaps i t  was too l a t e  to  s u c c e s s fu l ly  in c lu d e  an 
amount in  th e  g e n e ra l a p p ro p r ia t io n s  b i l l  fo r  th e  sch o o l, or 
i t  m ight have been th a t  S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  was s u c c e s s fu l 
in  d e to u rin g  funds to  th e  newly c re a te d  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .
The a c tu a l  s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  sch o o l was to  be 
in  th e  hands o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion . The f i r s t  is s u e  
r a i s e d  concern ing  th e  im p lem en ta tion  o f  s t a t e  su p p o rt fo r  the 
sch o o l was what type o f  f a c i l i t y  would be needed fo r  th e  new 
sc h o o l. Adams n a t u r a l l y  favo red  the  i n d u s t r i a l  sch o o l. He 
had been a b le  to  conv ince S en a to r K nott th a t  th e  need was 
g r e a t e r  fo r  an in d u s t r i a l  schoo l so th a t  b la ck s  could le a rn  a 
p r a c t i c a l  t r a d e .  H a rr is  on th e  o th e r  hand w anted a te a c h e r  
t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Dr. J .  S. C lark  v i s i t e d  Grambling in  an 
e f f o r t  to  conv ince Adams and K nott to  ag ree  to  a te a c h e r  
t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Adams b e lie v e d  th a t  he had been se n t by 
S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
Adams may have been o v e r - r e a c t in g  to  H a r r is ' 
in s is te n c e  fo r  a te a c h e r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  His te n a c i ty  
may have k ep t him p u ll in g  in  th e  o p p o s ite  d i r e c t i o n  because of
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h is  p a r t i c u l a r  b ia s  toward an in d u s t r i a l  s ch o o l. Evidence 
in d ic a te s  th a t  H a rr is  was su p p o rted  by th e  L o u is ian a  Colored 
T eachers A ss o c ia tio n . During t h e i r  annua l conven tion  in  1927 
and 1928 th e y  passed  r e s o lu t io n s  ask in g  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  fo r  a 
norm al schoo l fo r  th e  t r a in in g  o f  te a c h e rs  (M in u te s , L o u isian a  
C olored T eachers A ss o c ia tio n , November 18-20, 1928). F e lto n  
C la rk  (1934) th ough t th a t  th e  c r e a t io n  o f  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal came abou t as a r e s u l t  o f  a g i ta t io n  by th e  negro 
c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  s t a t e  fo r  over te n  y e a rs . A lthough th e  school 
was j u s t  b eg in n in g , th e re  was every  in d ic a t io n  th a t  i t  would 
be a w orthy complement to  th e  s t a t e s '  m ajor e d u c a tio n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  N egroes. There was no m ention o f  Adams and 
h is  s tr u g g le  to  g e t s t a t e  su p p o rt fo r  th e  sch o o l.
One Y ear o f  C o llege  Added
H a rr is  had opposed b o th  th e  id e a  o f  th e  schoo l being  
lo c a te d  in  G rambling and o f  C harles  P. Adams s e rv in g  as i t s  
p r e s id e n t .  Had i t  n o t been fo r  Adams' p e r s is te n c e  and Huey P. 
L ong 's  u n usual c h a ra c te r ,  Negroes would have had to  w a it 
perhaps  an o th e r  decade fo r  a te a c h e r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  As 
s u p e r in te n d e n t o f  ed u c a tio n , H a rr is  was ab le  to  use th e  w eight 
o f  h is  p o s i t io n  and th e  schoo l evolved  as a te a c h e r  t r a in in g  
i n s t i t u t i o n  (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) . One y ea r o f  c o l le g e  was added 
desig n ed  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to  t r a i n  e lem en ta ry  te a c h e rs  fo r  sm all 
r u r a l  s c h o o ls . G rambling was reg ard ed  as a ju n io r  c o l le g e .  
Maxie (1950) re p o r te d  th a t  a g r i c u l tu r e  was s t i l l  an im p o rtan t 
item  in  th e  cu rr icu lu m . The schoo l equipm ent c o n s is te d  o f  a
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syrup  m i l l ,  a double wagon, and s ix  m ules. The farm ing 
im plem ents were plows and harrow s. S ix te en  cows fu rn ish e d  
m ilk  fo r  th e  Adams' fam ily  and th e  board in g  s tu d e n ts .  The 
sc ie n c e  equipm ent was s c a n t and o n ly  a few chem icals  were 
a v a i la b le  fo r  experim ents and s tu d y .
The l i v in g  q u a r te r s  f o r  s tu d e n ts  and f a c u l ty  were
po o r. E th e l McGregor G arner a te a c h e r  was v ery  d iscou raged  
when she a r r iv e d  in  1928. The rooms were alm ost b a re . There 
was an i ro n  bed w ith  a f l a t  m a t t r e s s ,  an o i l  lamp, a t i n  
h e a te r  and no c h a i r s .  The o n ly  bathroom  f a c i l i t i e s  were 
ou td o o r t o i l e t s .  S tu d en ts  a lso  fu rn is h e d  t h e i r  own bedd ing . 
The male te a c h e rs  and young men con tin u ed  to  secu re  the  wood 
f o r  h e a t in g .  The u su a l a f te rn o o n  r e c r e a t io n  was to  meet a t  
th e  w oodpile fo r  a few m inu tes o f  com panionship and then  a 
w alk back to  th e  do rm ito ry  ( In te rv ie w , G arner, May 29, 1979).
Most o f  th e  s o c ia l  l i f e  in  Grambling was connected
w ith  th e  sch o o l. The L i te r a r y  A ss o c ia tio n  met on F rid ay
n ig h ts  and Alma Brown, who was in  ch a rg e , in s is te d  th a t  i t  be
a d re s s -u p  a f f a i r .  Gaulden (1981) re p o r te d  th e re  were box 
su p p ers  where a young man had to  buy h is  lad y  f r i e n d 's  shoe 
box th a t  m ight have c o n s is te d  o f  a hunk o f g in g e r b read , a 
h a l f  o f  a f r i e d  ch ick en , and a sweet p o ta to  p ie .  The money 
ea rned  u s u a l ly  went to  h e lp  d e fra y  th e  expenses o f th e  sch o o l. 
G arner (1979) remembered th a t  d u rin g  th e  s p r in g  and summer, 
th e r e  were p ic n ic s .  May day a c t i v i t i e s ,  and th e  b ig  day, 
commencement e x e rc is e s .
P eo p le , b u s in e s s e s ,  and roads  were ex trem ely  sc a n t in
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th e  town. Grambling was n o t th ough t o f as a town or even as a 
v i l l a g e .  The p o p u la tio n  in c re a se d  as people moved in to  th e
a re a  in  o rd e r  to  send t h e i r  c h i ld re n  to  schoo l and to  e i th e r
work o r te a c h  a t  th e  sc h o o l. The P o st O ff ice  was lo c a te d  in  a
sm all room o f  an o ld  d i la p id a te d  b u ild in g  on main s t r e e t .  
There was o n ly  one road  th rough  G ram bling, th e  o ld  Grambling 
Road from Ruston to  S im sboro. This road  in te r s e c te d  a t  the  
r a i l r o a d  w ith  a d i r t  road  le a d in g  South th a t  went w inding out 
to  Highway 80.
The V icksburg , S h rev ep o rt and P a c i f ic  R a ilro ad  was the  
main so u rce  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  People could t r a v e l  from 
Gram bling to  R uston , abou t f iv e  m ile s  d is ta n c e ,  fo r  ten  c e n ts .  
One o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  so u rces  o f  r e c r e a t io n  ce n te re d  around the 
sm all r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n .  There was a w est bound t r a in  a t  10:05 
a.m . and an e a s t  bound t r a in  a t  6:10  p.m (In te rv ie w , Woodard, 
1979). Every evening  a t  6:00 p .m ., th e  w eather p e rm itt in g , 
th e  peop le  met th e  t r a i n .  Gaulden (1976) re p o r te d  th e  
fo llo w in g  : "An hour b e fo re  t r a i n  tim e , you could  see th e
whole town, men, women, boys and g i r l s ,  coming a c ro ss  the  
f i e l d s ,  from up and down th e  t r a i l s ,  th e  sandy ro a d s , th e  
s tream s and swamps, and p ig  t r a i l s ,  coming in  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s .  
Ask anybody where he was go ing  and b r e a th le s s ly  he would 
answ er, ' t o  meet th e  t r a i n . ' The t r a in  only  stopped i f  th e re
were p a s s e n g e rs . The m a il was p icked  up or dropped.
The in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  community took  th e i r  r e l ig io n  
v e ry  s e r io u s ly .  Sunday School was he ld  on th e  campus ; Adams 
and G arner used th e i r  c a rs  to  ta k e  every  one to  th e  B a p t is t
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Church. On th e  f i r s t  Sunday o f th e  month a b ig  b ask e t o f food 
was c a r r ie d  to  ch u rch .
In  a d d i t io n  to  th e  p o s t o f f i c e ,  th e re  was M ike's
b arb e rsh o p  and b ea u ty  p a r lo r  which was o n ly  open on S atu rday
and B ob 's Cafe which was once a sho tgun  sh an ty , s o -c a l le d
b ecause  one could  s tan d  a t  th e  f r o n t  o f  one o f  th o se  long 
s t r a i g h t  th re e  room shacks w ith  a sh o tg u n , and shoo t th rough  
to  th e  back w ith o u t h i t t i n g  a th in g . R eed 's  g e n e ra l s to r e  was 
co n s id e red  an i n s t i t u t i o n  because you could  g e t e v e ry th in g  
from s a rd in e s  to  toys  fo r  the  k id s  a t  C h ris tm as. A few paces
from R ee d 's  were two o th e r  s to r e s ,  Givens and W illiam s. The
s to r e s  were covered w ith  a m u ltitu d e  o f  b r ig h t  co lo red  s n u ff ,  
p a te n t  m edicine and s o f t  d r in k  s ig n s  th a t  com pleted the
d is p la y  o f  th e  s to r e s .  Except fo r  a p re s s in g  shop th e re  were
no o th e r  b u s in e s s e s  in  Grambling (G aulden, 1976).
The L inco ln  P a r is h  School b o a rd , w hile  s t i l l  paying 
th e  o p e r a t io n a l  expenses o f th e  s c h o o l, req u es ted  th a t  the
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  assume th e  deb t o f  $3 ,000 .00  owed on 
a b u ild in g  e re c te d  b e fo re  th e  s t a t e  took  over su p p o rt o f the 
sc h o o l. S u p e rin te n d e n t H a rr is  ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
d id  n o t a p p ro p r ia te  any money fo r  th e  su p p o rt o f  the  schoo l ; 
th e  p lan  o f  su p p o rt was a p a r i s h  p ro p o s i t io n  w ith  h e lp  from 
o u t - o f - s t a t e  s o u rc e s . A s p e c ia l  com m ittee was appo in ted  to 
in v e s t ig a t e  th e  le g a l  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  q u e s tio n  and r e p o r t  to  
th e  S ta te  Board a t  th e  n ex t m eeting  (Board M inu tes, May 29,
1929).
M inutes from th e  m eeting  in  June o f  1929 show th a t  the
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s p e c ia l  c o m m ittee 's  r e p o r t  co n ta in ed  an op in io n  s ta t in g  in  
es sen ce  th a t  s in c e  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  was charged 
w ith  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e  a f f a i r s  o f  the  s ch o o l, i t  could 
le g a l ly  pay th e  d eb t o f  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0 . A lso a t  th i s  m eeting  i t  
was moved and seconded th a t  C harles  P. Adams be g ran ted  a 
le a v e  o f  absence w ith o u t pay f o r  th e  summer q u a r te r s  o f  1929 
and 1930 and f o r  th e  f u l l  s e s s io n  o f  1929-1930 so th a t  he
could  a t te n d  sch o o l a t  Hampton o r Tuskegee. S u p e rin ten d en t 
H a rr is  r e p o r te d  t h a t  arrangem ents had been made to  p ro v id e  
P r in c ip a l  Adams w ith  a s c h o la r s h ip  w hich would enab le  him to  
pay h is  expenses w h ile  on le a v e  o f  ab sence  (Board M inu tes, 
Ju n e , 1929). That a c t io n  clim axed a y e a r  long a ttem p t by
H a rr is  to  e x e r t  some degree o f  in f lu e n c e  over Adams and th e  
new s t a t e  s c h o o l. H a rr is  and Lewis chose Hampton as th e  
sch o o l f o r  Adams to  a t te n d .  The s c h o la r s h ip  was p rov ided  by 
th e  G enera l E duca tio n  Board th rough  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  Leo F a v ro t. 
Adams, th rough  h is  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  had been a t te n d in g  Hampton 
I n s t i t u t e  fo r  th re e  s u c c e ss iv e  summers (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
J u s t  b e fo re  Adams l e f t  fo r  Hampton I n s t i t u t e ,  he and 
S en a to r K nott made a t r i p  to  New O rleans  to  c o n fe r  w ith  
Governor Long. The r e s u l t  o f  th e  m eeting  was an agreem ent 
th a t  Long would g u a ra n te e  Adams $100,000 f o r  th e  schoo l i f  he
could  come up w ith  $50,000 from o u ts id e  s o u rc e s . A l e t t e r  to
th a t  e f f e c t  was g iven  Adams by Long th e  n e x t day (Adams, 
n . d . n . p . ) . Adams p ro b ab ly  c o n ta c te d  th e  G eneral E ducation  
Board re q u e s t in g  money to  match th e  amount prom ised by 
G overnor Long.
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S h o r tly  a f t e r  a r r i v in g  a t  Hampton, Adams re c e iv e d  a
l e t t e r  from th e  G eneral E ducation  Board p le d g in g  $50,000 fo r  
th e  sch o o l p rov ided  th e  s t a t e  came th ro u g h  w ith  i t s  proposed 
s h a re . He re c e iv e d  a second l e t t e r  s h o r t ly  a f te rw a rd s  from 
Leo F a v ro t, s ay in g  th a t  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  was in  s e s s io n  and he 
shou ld  come home to  see  about m a tte r s  o f  im portance fo r  the  
s ch o o l (Adams, n . d . n . p . ) .
Adams, how ever, remembered th e  h o s t i l i t y  o f  H a rr is  and 
th o u g h t he needed p erm issio n  to  be a b s e n t from h is  s tu d ie s  so 
he w ro te to  A. C. Lewis re q u e s t in g  p e rm iss io n  to  come home to  
check on m a t te r s .  Lewis n ev e r answ ered th e  l e t t e r .  I t
was th en  th a t  Adams le a rn e d  he had made one o f  th e  most
s e r io u s  m is ta k e s  in  judgem ent o f  h is  c a re e r .  " I  was so proud 
o f  th e  l e t t e r  from th e  G eneral E ducation  B oard ," he w rote
l a t e r ,  " th a t  I d id  n o t send i t  to  Mr. Long" (Adams, 
n . d . n . p . ) .
H a rr is  and Lewis o b v io u s ly  k ep t th e  news o f  the
c o n d i t io n a l  d o n a tio n  from the G enera l E ducation  Board from the 
g o verno r and th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  When th e  b i l l  f o r  m atching  
money came up th e re  was no ev idence  th a t  th e  d ona tion  had been 
ap p roved . W ithout th i s  p ro o f . Long was pow erless to  f ig h t  the 
H a rr is  f a c t io n  and th e  b i l l  was d e fe a te d .  The money had
indeed  been approved . The Annual R eport o f  th e  G eneral
E du ca tio n  Board (1929-30) re v e a le d  th a t  th e  Board, to  a s s i s t  
in  d ev e lo p in g  th i s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  had a p p ro p r ia te d  $50,000
tow ard $150,000 f o r  b u ild in g s  and perm anent im provem ents.
The c o m p lic ity  between H a rr is  and Lewis in  keep ing  the
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d o n a tio n  a s e c r e t  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  d e s i r e  to  s to p  th e  school 
from becoming a s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The extrem e h o s t i l i t y  d i s ­
p layed  tow ard Adams by H a rr is  has no lo g i c a l  ex p la n a tio n
excep t perhaps  th e  f a c t  th a t  Adams as a b la c k  man had 
c u l t iv a te d  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f a governor and v e ry  in f l u e n t i a l  
w h ite s  and H a rr is  re s e n te d  being  out-m aneuvered by him. 
N e v e r th e le s s , th e  grudge th a t  H a rr is  he ld  a g a in s t  Adams
p e n a liz e d  young b la c k  s tu d e n ts  by d e p riv in g  them o f  adequate 
f a c i l i t i e s  and perhaps delayed  r e a l  p ro g re ss  a t  th e  schoo l fo r  
many y e a rs .
F i r s t  S ta te  A p p ro p ria tio n  o f  $9,000 Received
H a rr is  d id  n o t o v e r t ly  oppose Adams no r L ou isian a
Negro Normal. His r e p o r t  to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  on
J u ly  14, 1930 re v e a le d  no apa thy  when he s ta t e d :
The l e g i s l a t u r e  has a p p ro p r ia te d  $9,000 fo r  
th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  Negro Normal a t  G ram bling.
This is  o b v io u s ly  i n s u f f i c i e n t  to  m a in ta in  th e  
schoo l p ro p e r ly  and th e  con tinued  c o o p e ra tio n  
o f  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board w i l l  be 
e s s e n t i a l .  I su g g e s t,  th e r e fo r e  th a t  the  
e x e c u tiv e  com m ittee o f th e  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal be in s t r u c te d  to  work in  c lo se  co­
o p e ra t io n  w ith  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board w ith  a view  o f  s ecu rin g  from th a t  body 
such funds as may be n e c e ssa ry  to  supplem ent 
th e  $9,000 s t a t e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  f o r  th e  f in a n c in g  
o f  th e  sc h o o l. I f  th i s  su g g es tio n  m eets th e  
ap p ro v a l o f  your board I s h a l l  a rra n g e  im m ediately  
fo r  a co n fe re n ce  w ith  the e x e cu tiv e  com m ittee 
and th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board in  o rd e r  
th a t  a program o f  p rocedu re  s a t i s f a c to r y  to  
a l l  concerned may be agreed  upon (Board M inu tes, J u ly  14,
1930).
For a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o ses , th e  E xecu tiv e  Committee 
ap p o in ted  by th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  was re s p o n s ib le  fo r
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th e  d ay -to -d a y  o p e ra t io n  o f th e  sch o o l. The com mittee was 
composed o f  two lo c a l  r e s id e n ts  from R uston , a long w ith  the  
S u p e rin ten d en t o f  L inco ln  P a r is h , T. H. H a rr is  who was u s u a lly  
r e p re s e n te d  by A. C. Lew is, and Adams. They met once a month 
to  t r a n s a c t  any b u s in e s s  o r e f f e c t  p o lic y  as s e t  down by the  
S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n . On J u ly  25, 1930, th e y  o f f i c i a l l y  
e s ta b l is h e d  th e  co u rses  re q u ire d  fo r  th e  two y e a rs  o f te a c h e r  
t r a in in g .  S u p e rin te n d e n t Campbell o f  L inco ln  P a rish  was
suggested  as t r e a s u r e r  fo r  the  Normal S choo l. A. C. Lewis was
g iven  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  se c u rin g  s u i ta b le  books fo r  the  
keep ing  o f  f in a n c ia l  and o th e r  reco rd s  o f  th e  schoo l by th e  
t r e a s u r e r  and p r in c ip a l  (Board M inutes, J u ly  25, 1930).
Adams, as p r in c ip a l ,  was re s p o n s ib le  fo r  d i r e c t  
su p e rv is io n  o f  th e  sc h o o l. He was n o t r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  m ajor 
d e c is io n s ,  how ever. Such a sm all m a tte r  as secu rin g  
acco u n tin g  books f o r  rec o rd  keeping  was handled  by the  agen t 
f o r  Negro S ch o o ls , A. C. Lewis. L e adersh ip  in  any r e a l  sense 
could  n o t have been e x e rte d  by Adams. He sim ply was n o t 
t r u s te d  w ith  th e  ta s k .  During th e  e ra  o f  the  L inco ln  P a r is h  
T ra in in g  S chool, Adams was p ra ise d  on one hand fo r  doing a 
good jo b  a t  th e  sch o o l, y e t he was o f te n  reprim anded fo r  h is
f a i l u r e  to  subm it re q u ire d  r e p o r t s .  W hether he was so
eng rossed  w ith  th e  m inute d e t a i l s  o f  o p e ra t io n  th a t  he f a i le d  
to  respond to  th e  b ro ad e r a sp e c ts  o f s u p e rv is io n , or was no t 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  t r a in e d  to  reco g n ize  th e  im portance o f reco rd  
keep ing  is  c o n je c tu re .  I t  has been s a id  th a t  he kep t eve ry ­
th in g  in  h is  head.
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I t  was a t  th e  E x ecu tiv e  M eeting o f  J u ly  18, 1931 th a t  
Ralph Jones was g ra n te d  a le av e  o f  absence fo r  one y ea r fo r  
th e  purpose o f a t te n d in g  schoo l to  g e t a d d i t io n a l  t r a in in g  fo r  
h is  work in  th e  Normal D epartm ent. The G eneral Education  
Board p rov ided  a fe l lo w sh ip  fo r  Jones to  a t te n d  sch o o l. 
S en a to r K nott vo ted  a g a in s t  g ra n t in g  Jones th e  le av e  o f 
absence (Board M in u te s , J u ly  18, 1931).
S o u th e a s te rn  C o llege  a t  Hammond became th e  seven th  
c o l le g e  under th e  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  s t a t e  and th e  Board o f 
E du ca tio n . The Board recommended a p p ro p r ia t io n s  o f  equa l 
amounts fo r  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r , 1928. The second y ea r they  
recommended th e  same f ig u r e  o f  $9,000 fo r  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal b u t in c re a se d  th e  re q u e s t fo r  S o u th e a s te rn  to  $22,500. 
In  1932 th e y  recommended th a t  S o u th e a s te rn 's  a p p ro p r ia t io n  be 
ra i s e d  from $22,500 to  $45,000 p e r y ea r and th e  Negro Normal 
and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  from $9,000 to  $20,000 p e r year 
(Board M inu te s , J an u ary  30, 1932). The a p p a re n t in e q u a li ty  in 
th e  recommended a p p ro p r ia t io n s  was a p p a l l in g .  The two sch o o ls  
became s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  th e  same tim e , y e t g r e a t  m onetary 
d if f e re n c e s  were made. A f u r th e r  in e q u a l i ty  rev e a le d  was th a t  
o f  the  s a l a r i e s  o f  the  two p re s id e n ts  ; th e  p re s id e n t  o f  South­
e a s te r n  re c e iv e d  $4,500 and Adams on ly  re c e iv e d  $1,500 (Board 
M inu tes, J u ly  26, 1932).
Adams m a in ta in ed  a c a r  ou t o f  h is  meager s a la r y  and 
used  i t  in  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  sc h o o l. There were v e ry  few 
b la ck s  w ith  c a rs  d u rin g  th a t  tim e . Except f o r  th e  t r a i n ,  
th a t  made on ly  two s to p s  a day, th e re  was no o th e r  means o f
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t r a n s p r o t a t i o n  in  and ou t o f  G ram bling. A c a r  was a n e c e s s i ty  
r a t h e r  than  a lu x u ry . D esp ite  th e  sh o r ta g e  o f  fu n d s , Adams 
c o n tin u ed  to  be p e r s i s t e n t  in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  a t t a i n  economic 
s u sten an c e  fo r  h im se lf  and th e  sch o o l. He a ttem p ted  to  add to  
h is  income and th a t  o f  th e  sch o o l by farm ing  schoo l land  fo r  
ca sh  c ro p s . In o rd e r  to  pu rch ase  seed  and f e r t i l i z e r s  he 
a p p lie d  fo r  a f e d e r a l  farm lo a n . The S ta te  Board o f  Education  
r e l u c t a n t ly  ag reed  to  s ig n  th e  n e c e ss a ry  papers  in  o rd e r  th a t  
he m ight secu re  th e  lo a n . A com m ittee was ap p o in ted  to  
in v e s t ig a t e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p u rch as in g  th e  farm an im als 
b e lo n g in g  to  Adams and to  a s c e r t a in  w hether o r no t th e
p re s id e n t  should  o p e ra te  th e  farm (Board M inu tes, A p r il  21,
1932).
The o f f i c i a l  p ro cee d in g s  o f  th e  Board on J u ly  11, 1932 
in d ic a te d  th e  com m ittee had met w ith  Adams on May 6. An
in v e n to ry  was taken  and i t  was found th a t  Adams had approx­
im a te ly  $850.00 w orth o f  p e rs o n a l l iv e s to c k  and equipm ent. 
The com m ittee recommended th a t  th e  S ta te  Board ta k e  c o n tro l  o f 
th e  farm and buy Adams' in v e n to ry . The com m ittee a lso  
su g g es ted  equ ipp ing  th e  sch o o l w ith  a canning  p la n t  o f
com m ercial s iz e .  I t  would pay fo r  i t s e l f  in  one season  and
would g iv e  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  n e c e ss a ry  e x p e rie n c e . The Board
approved th e  p u rchase  o f  th e  farm anim als and g ran ted
p e rm iss io n  fo r  Adams and th e  E x e cu tiv e  Committee to  proceed
w ith  th e  id e a  o f  th e  cann ing  u n i t  (Board M inu tes, J u ly  11,
1932). The Board o b v io u s ly  r e a l iz e d  th a t  Adams had found a 
f e a s i b le  way to  s u b s id iz e  th e  income o f  th e  sch o o l and g iv e
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v a lu a b le  e d u c a tio n  ex p e rie n c e s  to  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  same 
tim e . B u lle t in  Number 232, d a ted  J u ly  26, 1932, in d ic a te d
$470.00 was re c e iv e d  from th e  s a le  o f  farm p ro d u c ts . The 
b u l l e t i n  a ls o  re v e a le d  th e  e f f e c t s  o f th e  d e p re s s io n . The 
s t a t e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  was cu t by 10%; s a l a r i e s  $1,000 and above 
c u t 10%; $601 to  $1,000 c u t 5%; and $600 and below  rem ained 
th e  same. S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  re q u e s te d  th a t  $1,000 from 
th e  o ld  Negro Summer School fund be t r a n s f e r r e d  to  th e  accoun t 
o f  th e  Negro Normal a t  G ram bling to  pay p a r t  o f th e  expense o f 
th e  tw elve  weeks o f  summer sc h o o l. He s ta te d  th a t  th e  
a p p ro p r ia t io n  was so meager th a t  i t  was alm ost im p o ssib le  to 
pay e x p e n d itu re s  th a t  were a b s o lu te ly  e s s e n t i a l  (Board 
M inu tes, J u ly  26, 1932).
The E xecu tive  Committee o f  th e  L o u isian a  Negro Normal 
on Jan u a ray  26, 1933 recommended a d d i t io n a l  c u ts  o f  th e
te a c h e rs  s a l a r i e s  in  o rd e r  to  b a lan ce  th e  b u d g e t. Adams was 
exempted from th e  cu t because  he o p e ra ted  a c a r  a t  h is  own 
expense fo r  th e  sch o o l. The c u ts  were accep ted  and f a c u l ty  
and s t a f f  con tin u ed  to  perform  as i f  th e y  were being  paid  
maximum s a l a r i e s .  There were t h i r t e e n  f a c u l ty  members when 
th e  cu t was o rd e re d . The ave rage  y e a r ly  s a la r y  was $672 .00 . 
W ith th e  ex c ep tio n  o f  R. W. E. J o n e s , who had earned  the  
m a s te r s ' d egree in  m athem atics in  1932, th e  rem ain ing  f a c u l ty  
members p o ssessed  th e  A.B. o r B .S . d e g re e s . Because o f  heavy 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  th e re  was l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  
p r o f e s s io n a l  g row th . Except fo r  th e  annua l Colored T eachers 
A ss o c ia tio n  m eeting , p r o f e s s io n a l  co n fe ren ces  were very
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l im ite d  fo r  b la c k s . Once th e  s t a t e  began to  p ro v id e  ou t o f  
s t a t e  s c h o la rsh ip s  fo r  b la ck s  a s p ir in g  fo r  g rad u a te  work, the  
q u a l i ty  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l is m  ro se  d ra m a tic a l ly . The m inu tes 
f u r th e r  in d ic a te d  th a t  th e  f e d e r a l  government would n o t g ra n t 
a loan  to  the  s t a t e  fo r  expenses o f  p roducing  a c ro p .
T h e re fo re , Adams was in s t r u c te d  to  a c t  as th e  te n a n t in  the  
a p p l ic a t io n  o f  th e  lo a n . The S la t e r  Fund agreed  to  p ro v id e  
th e  money to  pu rchase  th e  canning  u n i t  (Board M inu tes, March 
21, 1933).
The con tinued  sm all a p p ro p r ia tio n s  from th e  s t a t e
p lagued  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  sc h o o l. On March 21, 1933,
H a rr is  w ro te Adams th a t  he must c lo se  th e  schoo l a t  th e  end o f
seven months because the schoo l had exhausted  a l l  o f  i t s  s t a t e  
a p p r o p r ia t io n s .  There was no more money a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  
l a s t  two months o f  th e  s e s s io n  (Board M inutes, March 21,
1933). To he lp  th e  f in a n c ia l  s i t u a t io n ,  th e  E xecu tive  
Committee recommended th a t  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board 
make an a p p ro p r ia tio n  to  th e  Normal Schoo l. This re q u e s t was 
based  on th e  f a c t  th a t  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal had e lem en tary
s tu d e n ts  and th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  ought to  equal th e  p er c a p i ta
c o s t o f  Negro ed u c a tio n  in  L inco ln  P a r is h  fo r  th o se  s tu d e n ts  
(Board M inu tes, J u ly  23, 1933).
The m inutes from th e  m eeting  o f the  E xecu tive
Committee o f  J u ly  3, 1933 r e f l e c te d  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  the  
a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  C harles P. Adams. I t  is  u n c le a r  w hether A.
C. Lewis secu red  th e  n e c e ssa ry  books fo r  reco rd  keep ing  as he 
was in s t ru c te d  in  th e  J u ly  25, 1930 m eeting , o r i f  Adams j u s t
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f a i l e d  to  see to  i t  th a t  they  were being  k e p t . However, A. C. 
Lewis was once more a u th o riz e d  to  pu rchase  s u i ta b le  books and 
s e t  them up in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  person  who would be 
re s p o n s ib le  fo r  keep ing  them. Lewis was to  g iv e  w hatever 
in s t r u c t io n s  and d i r e c t io n s  th a t  were n e c e ss a ry . Books were 
to  be kep t on th e  farm , th e  board ing  s tu d e n ts ,  a t h l e t i c s ,  and 
g e n e ra l a c c o u n ts . The com m ittee f u r th e r  s ta te d  th a t  t h e i r  
recom m endation to  reem ploy Adams fo r  th e  n ex t s e s s io n  was made 
w ith  th e  u n d ers ta n d in g  th a t  more e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is tr a tio n  
would be accom plished  by him du rin g  th e  n ex t schoo l y e a r . 
They s p e c i f i c a l l y  s p e lle d  ou t h is  d u tie s  ; su p e rv is e  th e  farm , 
s u p e rv is e  th e  bu d g e t, be ac co u n tab le  fo r  re c o rd s  on every  
t r a n s a c t io n  in  a l l  d ep a rtm en ts , and to  d i r e c t  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  
o f  th e  schoo l in  a b u s in e s s - l ik e  and e f f i c i e n t  manner. There 
was a ls o  s p e c i f i c  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
farm  shops. S. M. Jackson S u p e rv iso r o f  V ocation  A g r ic u l tu re  
and A. C. Lewis recommended th a t  th e  shop te a c h e r  be f i r e d  and 
th e  a g r i c u l tu r e  te a c h e r  be re p la c e d , by a more q u a l i f ie d  
perso n  (Board M inutes, J u ly  23, 1933). A re q u e s t to the  S ta te  
Board o f  E ducation  by th e  com m ittee to  g iv e  c lo s e r  su p e rv is io n  
and d i r e c t i o n  to  th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e  and te ach in g  problem s 
would in d ic a te  t h a t  a l a i s s e z - f a i r e  a t t i t u d e  had p re v a i le d  
s in c e  th e  schoo l became a s t a t e  su ppo rted  i n s t i t u t i o n .
The S ta te  Board had g iven  o n ly  haphazard  su p e rv is io n  
to  th e  s tr u g g lin g  sch o o l. Tucked away in  a co rn e r o f  N orth 
L o u is ia n a , i t  was allow ed to  f lo u n d e r  on i t s  own fo r  much o f  
th e  tim e . Once a month, th e  com m ittee met to  hea r a r e p o r t
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from Adams. The problem s d id n ' t  j u s t  crop  up bu t were 
accu m u la tio n s  o f  n e g le c t  and la c k  o f  i n t e r e s t .  W hether th e  
Board i n t e n t i o n a l l y  conducted th e  h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  o f  b la ck s  
in  th i s  manner is  c o n je c tu re .
The m inu tes from th e  J u ly ,  1933 m eeting  o f  the  F inance 
Committee o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  r e f l e c te d  a concern  
by i t s  members th a t  two te a c h e rs  on th e  f a c u l ty ,  a son and 
d au g h te r o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ,  w ere pa id  a h ig h e r  s a la ry  than  the  
dean o f  th e  f a c u l ty ,  R. W. E. Jo n e s . K nott was asked to  
a r ra n g e , i f  p o s s ib le ,  to  r a i s e  th e  s a la r y  o f  Jones by having 
h is  s a la ry  run fo r  th e  e n t i r e  y ea r in s te a d  o f  n in e  m onths. I t  
was to  be unders to o d  th a t  i f  Jones worked in  th e  summer, he 
was n o t to  be pa id  any th in g  e x t r a  (Board M inutes, J u ly  23,
1933). The s a la r y  l i s t e d  fo r  Jones was $90 p er month, w hile  
th e  s a la r y  o f  C harles  J r .  and F id e l ia  were $81 and $65 p er 
month r e s p e c t iv e ly .  The q u e s tio n  o f  nepotism  im m ediately  
comes to  mind. W hether th i s  was th e  ca se  or n o t is  hard to  
d e te rm in e . Adams co n s id e red  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  as "h is  s c h o o l,"  
and p ro b ab ly  th o u g h t n o th in g  o f  h i r i n g  h is  own fam ily  and 
f r i e n d s .  A lso , as g ra d u a te s  o f  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  Adams' 
i n c l in a t io n  would have been to  h i r e  them because o f  h is  
a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  Tuskegee. There was, how ever, a v ery  l im ite d  
number o f  q u a l i f ie d  b la ck s  a v a i la b le  to  f i l l  th e  v ac an c ie s  and 
i t  was o f te n  a m a tte r  o f  a c c e p tin g  th o se  a v a i la b l e .
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal d e s p e r a te ly  needed to  have i t s  
p h y s ic a l p la n t  ren o v a te d . K nott had in v e s t ig a te d  v a r io u s  
a l t e r n a t iv e s  and d isco v e red  th a t  under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  the
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F e d e ra l Emergency R e l ie f  A d m in is tra tio n , th e  f e d e r a l  
governm ent would pay $12,750 o f  th e  proposed c o s t o f  $15,000 
le a v in g  a b a lan ce  o f  $2 ,250 . K nott was req u e s te d  by th e  board 
to  save as much as $1 ,500 from th e  a l r e a d y  inad eq u a te  budget 
to  be used in  th e  proposed program o f  re n o v a tin g  th e  p h y s ic a l 
p l a n t .  S u p e rin te n d e n t H a rr is  s ta te d  th a t  he would endeavor to  
sec u re  th e  rem ain ing  $ 7 5 0  b a lan ce  o f  th e  s t a t e s  quo ta (Board 
M inu tes, J u ly  23, 1933). O bviously  th e  p r o je c t  g o t o f f  to  a 
slow  s t a r t .  The w heels o f  s t a t e  and f e d e r a l  b u reau c racy  
combined seemed to  move even s lo w er.
The S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  m in u te s , (March 10, 1935) 
r e f l e c t e d  th e  d ev o tio n  and u n t i r in g  e f f o r t s  o f K nott and o th e r  
le a d in g  w h ite  c i t i z e n s  o f  L in co ln  P a r is h .  K nott had subm itted  
th e  proposed p lan s  fo r  re n o v a tio n  o f  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal to 
th e  f e d e r a l  governm ent, e x p la in in g  th e  ap p a re n t s h o rta g e  o f 
fu n d s . The f e d e r a l  governm ent responded by p rop o sin g  to  
f u rn is h  th e  needed $1,500 in  m a te r ia ls  and s e rv ic e s  r a th e r  
th a n  ta k e  i t  from th e  meager b u d g e t. The b a lan ce  o f  $750 
would be fu rn is h e d  by th e  s t a t e .  K nott had been a b le  to  
s o l i c i t  $250 from th e  lo c a l  p e o p le . The S ta te  Board gave 
t h e i r  ap p ro v a l fo r  th e  $500 he had re q u e s te d .
L o u is ia n a  Negro Normal l o s t  a s tau n c h  su p p o r te r  in  
Huey P. Long, when he d ied  as a r e s u l t  o f  an a s s a s s i n 's  b u l l e t  
on Septem ber 10, 1935. The end o f  h is  rem arkab le c a re e r
marked th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  end o f  a n o th e r  s p len d id  c a re e r ,  
th a t  o f  C h arles  P. Adams. W ithout Huey Long, h is  most a rd e n t 
s u p p o r te r ,  Adams would be f a i r  game f o r  th e  v in d ic t i v e  T. H.
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H a r r is .  H a rr is  jo in e d  th e  crowd o f  men who had been unab le  or 
perhaps a f r a id  to  a s s e r t  them selves w ith  Long aroung . Gray 
(1957) re p o r te d  th o se  in d iv id u a ls  d is p la y in g  th e i r  l a t e n t  
p o l i t i c a l  a m b itio n s . His f i r s t  move a g a in s t  Adams was an 
a tte m p t to  r e lo c a te  th e  schoo l to  Minden, about t h i r t y  m iles  
w est o f  G ram bling. George Madison o f  B as tro p , p re s id e n t  o f 
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E du ca tio n , fough t th a t  a t te m p t, t ry in g  
in s te a d  to  move th e  schoo l to  h is  home town. The r e s u l t in g  
im passe , coupled  w ith  a deep and ab id in g  r e s p e c t  fo r  Adams 
among th e  w h ite s  o f  N orth  L o u is ia n a , combined to  keep th e  
sch o o l in  G ram bling. H a rr is  then  tu rn ed  h is  w rath  on 
Adams.
The S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  (F eb ruary  29, 1936)
went in to  e x e c u tiv e  s e s s io n ,  whereupon S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  
gave ev idence  to  su p p o rt h is  b e l i e f  th a t  C harles P. Adams was 
n o t a s u i ta b le  s e le c t i o n  as p re s id e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  He then  recommended th a t  the 
board  d i r e c t  him to  n o t i f y  Adams th a t  h is  s e rv ic e s  as 
P re s id e n t  o f  th e  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal would n o t be re q u ire d  
a f t e r  the  c lo s e  o f  th e  c u r re n t  s e s s io n .  U sua lly  when 
S u p e rin te n d e n t H a rr is  made a recom m endation, th e  Board went 
along  w ith  i t .  On th e  m otion o f  board  members Montgomery and 
Henson, th e  Board d ir e c te d  th a t  Adams be so n o t i f i e d .
In t h i s  c h a p te r  we have seen  th a t  C harles P. Adams was 
a v e ry  stu b b o rn  man. He re fu se d  to  l e t  th e  news th a t  L inco ln  
P a r is h  could  no lo n g e r b ea r  th e  f in a n c ia l  burden o f  th e  schoo l 
s to p  him. With h is  u su a l v ig o r , he once aga in  took th e  path
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t h a t  he had so o f te n  ta k e n , th a t  o f  seek ing  th e  help  o f
in f l u e n t i a l  w h ite s . This tim e he sough t th e  h e lp  o f the  
g o v e rn o r -e le c t Huey P. Long and S e n a to r - e le c t  K n o tt. With 
t h e i r  e x p e r t is e  and cando r, he succeeded in  g e t t in g  a b i l l  
th rough  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  d e s p i te  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f  th e  power­
f u l  S u p e rin ten d en t o f  E ducation  fo r  th e  s t a t e .
Adams con tinued  to  endure th e  h a rra ssm en t brought 
abou t by H a rr is  fo r  th e  n e x t e ig h t y e a rs .  H a rr is  in s is te d
th a t  th e  schoo l become a te a c h e r  t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n  d e s p ite  
Adams' and K n o tts ' f irm  b e l i e f  in th e  need and f e a s i b i l i t y  o f 
an i n d u s t r i a l  s ch o o l. He was a lso  s u c c e s s fu l in  fo rc in g  Adams 
to  go back to  schoo l a t  th e  age o f  f i f t y - s i x .  In a d d i tio n , 
H a rr is  was a lso  in s tru m e n ta l in  g e t t in g  a $100,000 a p p ro p r ia ­
t io n  b i l l  d e fea ted  in  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  a 
m atching  $50,000 check was a v a i la b le  from the  G eneral
E ducation  Board. The young schoo l could  c e r t a in l y  have used 
th e  $150,000. However, w ith o u t th e  money th e  schoo l e x is te d  
on a d ay -to -d ay  b a s i s .  By some m ira c le  th e  school d id
co n tin u e  to  e x i s t .  H a rr is  a ttem p ted  and f a i l e d  to  have the 
schoo l r e lo c a te d  a f t e r  th e  dea th  o f  Huey Long in  1935. When 
th i s  p loy  f a i l e d ,  he succeeded in  g e t t in g  th e  S ta te  Board o f 
E ducation  to  te rm in a te  the  s e rv ic e s  o f  Adams in  1936.
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C hapter IV
ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGE: CHARLES P. ADAMS TO R. W. E. JONES
A f te r  t h i r t y - f i v e  y ea rs  C harles  P. Adams was asked to 
s te p  down as p re s id e n t  o f  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  In c id e n ts  l i k e  th e se  se rv e  to  remind 
us th a t  no one is  in d is p e n s a b le . Recommended to  ta k e  h is  
p la c e  was th e  man th a t  Adams had b ro u g h t to  th e  schoo l te n  
y e a rs  b e fo re , R. W. E. Jo n e s .
Adams sudden ly  found h im se lf  pushed ou t o f th e  schoo l 
t h a t  he had s tru g g le d  so hard  to  s t a r t .  The r e a l  reaso n  fo r  
th e  rem oval o f  Adams from h is  p o s i t io n  a t  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal has eluded in t e r e s te d  in d iv id u a ls  fo r  more than  fo u r  
d ec ad es . Adams b e l ie v e d  th a t  h is  rem oval was due s o le ly  to  
th e  e f f o r t s  o f  S u p e rin te n d e n t H a r r is .  He was convinced th a t  
S u p e rin te n d e n t R ichardson  o f  W ebster P a r is h ,  who had been a 
s tu d e n t  o f  H a r r is ,  p layed  an im p o rtan t r o le  in  th e  c o n s ta n t 
a t te m p ts  to  remove Adams as head o f  th e  sc h o o l. Adams knew 
t h a t  R ichardson had a "hand -p icked  ch o ice"  fo r  p re s id e n t  o f 
th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  The man was Joe Jo n e s , a te a c h e r  in  the  
W ebster P a r is h  sch o o l system . In f a c t  Adams ( n .d .n .p . )  s ta te d  
t h a t  Joe Jones blamed him fo r  h is  f a i l u r e  to  o b ta in  th e  
p o s i t i o n  o f  p r e s id e n t .
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I t  was rumored th a t  th e re  were two m ajor rea so n s  fo r  
Adams' fo rced  r e t i r e m e n t .  The f i r s t  and most obvious reason  
was th a t  Adams d id  n o t have th e  n ec e ssa ry  academ ic c r e d e n t ia ls  
to  rem ain head o f  a grow ing s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  In te rm s o f 
c o l le g e  d e g re e s , Adams was d e f i c i e n t .  He had v e ry  l i t t l e  
fo rm al ed u c a tio n  b e fo re  a t te n d in g  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  He 
g rad u a ted  from Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  in  1901 w ith  what was 
e q u iv a le n t to  a h ig h  sch o o l d eg ree . I n te r e s t in g l y ,  Tuskegee 
g rad u a ted  i t s  f i r s t  fo u r  y ea r c o l le g e  c la s s  in  1929 w ith  
Adams' d au g h te r F id e l ia ,  be ing  among th e  members. He had 
a t te n d e d  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  fo r  s e v e ra l summers and one year 
b u t th e re  is  no reco rd  th a t  he o b ta in ed  any ty p e  o f  degree 
(C a r te r ,  1972). By 1936 fo rm al e d u c a tio n  and deg rees  were the  
p a s s p o r ts  fo r  le a d e r s h ip  in  L o u isian a  e d u c a tio n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .
The second rea so n  rumored fo r  Adams' d is m is s a l  was 
th a t  he m isa p p ro p ria te d  fu n d s . More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  th e  charge 
was th a t  o f  u s in g  $40.00 o f  s t a t e  funds to  p u rchase  f e r t i l i z e r  
f o r  h is  farm c ro p . Adams had been r e n t in g  195 a c re s  o f  land 
be lo n g in g  to  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  th e  sum o f  $450 .00 . Records 
re v e a le d  th a t  Adams had a p p lie d  fo r  a F ed e ra l Farm lo an  fo r  
th e  purpose o f  buying  seed  and f e r t i l i z e r  (Board M inutes, 
Ja n u a ry  16, 1932). The S ta te  Board o f E ducation  m inu tes  ( J u ly  
11, 1932,) in c lu d e s  a s ta te m e n t to  the  e f f e c t  th a t  Adams d id  
n o t borrow  th e  money from th e  governm ent as he s ta t e d  b u t used 
some funds th a t  he had a c cess  to  ou t o f th e  g e n e ra l a p p ro p r ia ­
t i o n  b udge t. Even though th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  ceased
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r e n t in g  th e  land  to  Adams, t h e i r  in te n t io n  was to  keep th e  
farm  o p e ra t in g .  However, in  o rd e r  to  o b ta in  money from the  
F e d e ra l governm ent to  buy f e r t i l i z e r  and pay th e  expenses of 
p ro d u c in g  a crop  in  1933, th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  
r e q u e s te d  th a t  Adams and S u p e rin ten d en t Cam pbell, th e  
t r e a s u r e r ,  app ly  fo r  a farm lo a n . Adams was to ld  to  a c t  as 
te n a n t  in  th e  lo an  a p p l ic a t io n  (Board M inu tes, J an u a ry  26,
1933). In view  o f  th e se  c irc u m s ta n c e s , Adams m ight have f e l t  
j u s t i f i e d  in  c o n tin u in g  to  grow crops  fo r  h im se lf  and use 
s t a t e  funds to  buy f e r t i l i z e r .  Adams regarded  th e  schoo l as 
h i s  and s in c e  he was known fo r  h is  s tu b b o rn n e ss , he p robab ly  
gave h is  enemies a " s t i c k  w ith  which to  b reak  h is  b a c k ."  
G ram bling U n iv e rs ity  h i s t o r i a n ,  J .  Andrew Gaulden concluded 
th a t  th e  b la c k  and w h ite  p o l i t i c i a n s  went to  work a g a in s t  
Adams, u s in g  w hatever means th e y  could  to  w res t th e  schoo l 
from h is  c o n tro l  ( In te rv ie w , G aulden, December 2 , 1981).
Adams was d e v a s ta te d  and angry  abou t h is  upcoming 
rem oval. At s ix ty - tw o  y e a rs  o f  age , he sudden ly  found h im se lf  
w ith o u t a jo b , r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  o r s a v in g s . He had devoted 
t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a rs  o f  h is  l i f e  to  th e  schoo l a t  G rambling 
w ith o u t th o u g h ts  o f  m a te r ia l  g a in . He d id  n o t g iv e  up w ith o u t 
a f i g h t .  He tu rn e d  to  th o se  w h ite s  and b la c k s  who had 
b e f r ie n d e d  him over th e  y ea rs  tr y in g  to  e x e r t  p re s s u re  to  g e t 
th e  d e c is io n  re v e rs e d , b u t to  no a v a i l .  C a r te r  (1972) 
re p o r te d  th a t  S u p e rin te n d e n t Cam pbell, from L in co ln  P a r is h ,  
made s e v e ra l  t r i p s  to  Baton Rouge on b e h a lf  o f  Adams. 
Cam pbell was f i n a l l y  ab le  to  conv ince H a rr is  th a t  Adams was in
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need o f  a s s is ta n c e  in  h is  r e t i r e m e n t .  Adams d id  n o t fo rm a lly  
concede bu t agreed  to  th e  p la n  d ev ised  by Campbell and H a r r is .  
H a rr is  re p o r te d  a t  th e  m eeting  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  
on June 16, 1936, th a t  th e re  was a b i l l  b e fo re  th e  L e g is la tu r e  
in  s e s s io n  a u th o r iz in g  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  to  
p u rch ase  from Adams h is  home lo c a te d  on the  campus f o r  th e  
amount o f  $3,500 and to  deed to  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board a l l  o f  th e  land  lo c a te d  a t  th e  s i t e  o f  th e  schoo l excep t 
one hundred a c re s .  The p la n  was th a t  th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  
School Board would t r a n s f e r  to  Adams th e  land  th a t  had been 
tr a n s m it te d  to  i t  by th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  (Board 
M inu te s, June 16, 1936). A ct 237, a u th o r iz in g  th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  E ducation  to  pu rchase  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  C. P. Adams and 
d i r e c t i n g  i t  to  reconvey th e  land  to  the  L inco ln  P a r is h  School 
Board was approved by th e  governor J u ly  9, 1936 (L e g is la t iv e  
A c ts , 1936).
R. W. E. Jones Becomes Second P re s id e n t
A f te r  the  announcement th a t  Adams was to  be re p la c e d , 
th e r e  was a w hirlw ind  o f  a c t i v i t y  aimed a t  p o s s ib le  
rep lacem en t o f  Adams. S u p e rin te n d e n t R ichardson o f  W ebster 
P a r is h  pushed fo r  th e  appo in tm ent o f  h is  f r ie n d  Joe Jo n e s . 
Rumors ran  ram pant as to  who would be chosen . S ince H a rr is  
and R ichardson  were good f r i e n d s ,  many though t th a t  Joe  Jones 
would g e t th e  p o s i t io n .  They had n o t taken  in to  accoun t 
how ever, th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  A. C. Lew is, th e  L o u is ian a  s t a t e  
s u p e rv is o r  fo r  Negro e d u c a tio n . Lewis had h is  own ch o ice  fo r
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p r e s id e n t ,  th a t  o f  R. W. E. Jo n e s . Lewis as s t a t e  s u p e rv is o r  
fo r  Negro e d u c a tio n , held  a  pow erfu l p o l i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  He 
had been a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  schoo l fo r  many y e a rs .  He a lso  
worked v e ry  c lo s e ly  w ith  J .  S. Jo n e s , who served  in  many 
c a p a c i t i e s  ; Dean o f  S outhern  U n iv e rs ity , a s s i s t a n t  s t a t e  
su p e rv is o r  o f  A dult A d m in is tra tio n , su p e r in te n d e n t o f  th e  
Jean es  sch o o ls  and an ag e n t fo r  th e  Rosenwald B u ild in g  Fund 
(M artin , 1942). J .  S. Jones was th e  f a th e r  o f R. W. E. Jo n es . 
Lewis was w e ll ac q u a in te d  w ith  th e  younger Jones and h is  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  He was a ls o  th e  on ly  one a t  L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal w ith  a M a s te r 's  d eg ree . I t  was p robab ly  fo r  a l l  o f  
th e se  rea so n s  th a t  Lewis sub m itted  a l e t t e r  to  H a rr is  and the 
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  on June 15, 1936, recommending th a t  
Ralph W. E. Jones be appo in ted  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  p r in c ip a l  o f 
th e  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  a t  a 
s a la r y  o f  $150.00 a month fo r  tw elve m onths. The S ta te  Board 
o f  E ducation  approved Lew is' recom mendation and R. W. E. 
Jones became th e  second p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  (Board 
M inu tes, June 15, 1936).
R. W. E. Jones had come to  G rambling te n  y e a rs  p r io r  
to  h is  appoin tm ent as p r e s id e n t ,  th rough  a m is ta k e . He had 
worked d i l i g e n t ly  under C harles  P. Adams, perfo rm ing  a l l  o f  
th e  d u t ie s  a ss ig n ed  to  him. Never in  h is  w ild e s t dream had he 
thou g h t th a t  he would be p r e s id e n t  o f L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. 
I t  has been rumored th a t  h is  g r e a t e s t  am b ition  was to  p la y  
b a s e b a l l .
Ralph Waldo Emerson Jones was born  in  Lake C h a r le s ,
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L o u is ia n a , August 6 , 1905, th e  th i r d  c h i ld  o f John S eb e s ta in  
and M aria M orrison Jo n e s , b o th  c o l le g e  g ra d u a te s  and te a c h e r s .  
He grew up in  an atm osphere th a t  was c u l tu r a l l y  r ic h  and 
v a r ie d .  In a d d i t io n  to  h is  norm al sch o o l work, he read  
p o e t ry , h i s to r y ,  and le a rn e d  to  p la y  s e v e ra l  m usica l i n s t r u ­
m en ts. Because o f  h is  m u sica l t a l e n t ,  he was o f te n  c a l le d  
upon to  p la y  in  fu n e ra l  ja z z  bands (P e o p le s , 1981) a f t e r  h is  
fam ily  moved to  Baton Rouge.
Jones  worked h is  way th rough  schoo l a t  S outhern  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  r e c e iv in g  a c e r t i f i c a t e  in  au to  m echan ical
draw ing, and a degree  in  t a i l o r i n g  in  1925. O r ig in a l ly  he had 
n o t p lanned  on a te a c h in g  c a re e r ,  b u t because jo b s  fo r  b la ck s  
were s c a rc e  excep t in  te a c h in g , he ac cep te d  a te ach in g  jo b  a t  
a sm all p r iv a te  sch o o l. Lampton C ollege  in  A lex a n d ria ,
L o u is ia n a . The prom ised s a la r y  was n o t fo rthcom ing  and he 
l e f t  b e fo re  th e  y ea r was up . This f i r s t  v en tu re  prov ided  h is  
f i r s t  r e a l  e x p e rien ce  in  the  w orld o f  work. He a lso  
d isco v e red  what i t  was l i k e  to  be on h is  own (P eo p le s , 1981).
He was p le a sed  to  re c e iv e  th e  l e t t e r  from C harles P. 
Adams, P r in c ip a l  o f th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  Schoo l,
o f f e r in g  him a p o s i t io n  a t  th e  s c h o o l. As has been p re v io u s ly  
s t a t e d ,  Jones d isco v e red  th a t  he was n o t th e  man Adams th ough t 
he was and th e  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  n o t hav ing  a jo b  aga in  seemed 
l i k e  a d e f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Adams d id  g iv e  him a jo b ,  in  
f a c t ,  many d i f f e r e n t  jo b s  and he s a id ,  "yes s i r , "  to  each one. 
He was t r u l y  shak ing  in  h is  boo ts  as Adams loomed above him a t  
s ix  f e e t  te n  inches  and w eighing 300 pounds. Ifh ile  Jones was
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busy perfo rm ing  th e  v a r ie d  ta s k s  a ss ig n e d  him, he never l o s t  
h is  i n t e r e s t  in  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . With th e  a id  o f  a G enera l 
E ducation  Board S c h o la rsh ip , he a t te n d e d  Columbia U n iv e rs ity  
and re c e iv e d  h is  M aster o f  A rts  deg ree  in  M athem atics in  1932.
College Reorganized - Specialization - Pre-service and 
In-service Training - Rural Black Teachers
When Jones  assumed th e  p re s id e n c y  o f  L o u isian a  Negro 
Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  in  1936, th e  en ro llm e n t a t  th e  
sch o o l numbered o n ly  120, e x c lu s iv e  o f  sev en teen  f a c u l ty  
members. The l e g i s l a t i v e  budget f o r  th e  schoo l th a t  y ea r was
$24,040; $20,000 from s t a t e  funds and $4 ,040 .00  from th e
f e d e r a l  governm ent, r e g i s t r a t i o n  fe e s  and s a le  o f farm
p ro d u c ts  (Board M inu tes, June 16, 1936). S a la r ie s ,  o p e ra t io n
and m a in te n an ce , u t i l i t i e s ,  and any o th e r  expenses th a t  m ight 
a r i s e  was to  be taken  from th i s  sm all am ount. The schoo l was 
in  need o f  a  sh o t in  th e  arm i f  i t  was to  s u rv iv e . P re s id e n t 
Jones  s a id ,  " I  became p r e s id e n t  in  1936, a t  a p o in t in  tim e 
when we had th re e  ch o ice s  - become j u s t  an o th e r  b la ck  s t a t e  
c o l le g e ,  come up w ith  a unique program , o r j u s t  s im ply s low ly  
d ie  o u t a l to g e th e r "  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
A. C. Lew is, s t a t e  agen t f o r  Negro e d u c a tio n , perhaps 
p lo t t e d  th e  co u rse  and p rov ided  th e  n e c e ss a ry  m o tiv a tio n  fo r  
Jones and h is  f a c u l ty  when he s a id  a t  th e  commencement in  
Ju n e , 1936, "U nless you change te a c h in g  methods by f a l l ,  no 
more s t a t e  funds w i l l  be a l lo te d  to  G ram bling" (B lake , 1948). 
Lewis had t r a v e le d  a l l  over th e  s t a t e ,  go ing  from schoo l to  
s c h o o l. He had observed th a t  th e  co u rse s  being  ta u g h t th e
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s tu d e n ts  d id  n o t p rep a re  them fo r  th e  a c tu a l  ex p e rien ce s  th a t  
th e y  would have . He had c o n t in u a l ly  urged th e  f a c u l ty  and 
s tu d e n ts  to  go in to  th e  homes and ob serv e  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  
th e  p eo p le . No one had r e a l ly  taken  him s e r io u s ly .
J o n e s , h is  f a c u l ty ,  A. C. Lew is, and h is  a s s i s t a n t  C. 
L. Barrow, came up w ith  a un ique program fo r  t r a in in g  r u r a l  
b la c k  te a c h e r s .  I t  was r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  "L o u isian a  P lan" or 
"A V enture in  R u ral-T eacher E d u c a tio n ."  George I .  Sanchez, o f 
th e  R ural E ducation  D epartm ent o f  th e  J u l iu s  Rosenwald Fund, 
and Jane  E. M cA llis te r  o f th e  Minor Normal S choo l, W ashington,
D.C. w ere te m p o ra r ily  employed to  d i r e c t  th e  te a c h e r  t r a in in g  
a t  th e  schoo l and work w ith  th e  f a c u l ty  in  th e  developm ent and 
im p lem en ta tion  o f  th e  program acco rd in g  to  Maxie (1950).
The main fe a tu r e s  o f  th e  program were : (1) The c lo se
c o o rd in a tio n  o f  te a c h e r  ed u c a tio n  w ith  th e  s t a t e ,  p a r i s h  
and f e d e r a l  ag e n c ie s  o f h e a l th ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  tra d e  and 
in d u s try  and home economics ; (2) a p p re n t ic e  te a c h in g ; (3)
f i e l d  s e r v ic e ;  (4) cu rricu lu m  la b o ra to ry ;  (5) c o o rd in a tio n  o f 
th e  Jean es  te a c h e rs  w ith  th e  c o l le g e  program ; (6) th e  summer 
sch o o l ; and (7) th e  i n s t r u c t io n a l  p a r t  o f  th e  program . In 
o rd e r  to  im plem ent th e  p la n , s ix  f i e ld  c e n te r s  were o rgan ized  
a t  Negro h ig h  sc h o o ls  to  o f f e r  one y ea r o f  p o s t h ig h  schoo l 
g ra d u a te  te a c h e r  t r a in in g .  The program was to  be under th e  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  a te a c h e r  t r a in e r  w ith  th e  co o p e ra tio n  o f  lo c a l  
Jean es  te a c h e rs  and th e  c o l le g e  f i e ld  s e rv ic e  u n i t .  The s ix  
f i e l d  c e n te r s  w ere lo c a te d  a t  Kentwood in  Tangipohoa P a r is h ; 
M ansfie ld  in  DeSota P a r is h ; Lake C harles  in  C a lca s ieu  P a r is h ;
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Minden in  W ebster P a r is h ; N a tc h ito ch e s  in  th e  p a r is h  o f 
N a tc h ito ch e s  and S t .  Jo seph  in  Tensas P a r is h  (G ra m b lin ite , 
1976). The s ix  f i e ld  c e n te r s  were fin a n ced  on th e  same b a s is  
as h igh  s c h o o ls , by p a r i s h  b o a rd s , always under th e  guidance 
and s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  and 
c lo s e ly  c o o rd in a te d  w ith  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  
I n s t i t u t e .
Through the cooperation of the state departments of 
public health, home economics, agricultural extension, and of 
trades and industrial education, a representative from each of 
these agencies was made available to the institution. These 
included a trained farm-shop supervisor, home-making 
supervisor, an experienced graduate nurse, and a county 
agricultural agent. With the addition of a critic rural 
school supervisor, they comprised the "Field Service Unit" 
that operated in Grambling, at the six field centers, and in 
the rural areas near the campus. Only first year courses were 
taught at the six field centers with a small amount of 
observation and practice teaching prior to the end of the 
second quarter and at the beginning of the third quarter. 
During the third quarter, each student at the field centers 
was given six weeks' apprenticeship in a nearby rural school. 
Courses interrupted by the practice and apprenticeship 
teaching were completed during the summer session at field 
center institutes or at Grambling. Remedial instruction, 
warranted by the supervisors' reports on the apprenticeship 
period was also provided. While in the field, the students
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w ere taken  on ex c u rs io n s  to  observe  r u r a l  s c h o o ls , community 
s a n i t a t i o n ,  home-making p r a c t ic e s  and custom s, farm ing and 
farm -shop p r a c t i c e s .  P ro je c ts  were u ndertaken  fo r  improvement 
o f  th e  e x i s t in g  c o n d i t io n s .  E ducation  co u rses  revo lved  around 
th e  p r a c t ic e  sch o o ls  and th e  a p p re n tic e sh ip  p e r io d . The F ie ld  
S e rv ic e  U nit a c ted  as th e  re s e a rc h  body fo r  th e  p ro f e s s io n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Lesson p la n s , d e s c r ip t io n s  o f c o n d itio n s  in  the  
f i e l d ,  and o th e r  m a te r ia ls  o f  in s t r u c t io n  were made a v a i la b le  
th ro u g h  th e  cu rricu lu m  la b o ra to ry  ( G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
The F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U n it sp en t two f u l l  weeks a t  each o f 
th e  s ix  f i e ld  c e n te r s  every  y ea r to  in su re  th a t  th e  work being  
done th e re  was commensurate w ith  th e  le v e l  o f  th a t  be ing  done 
a t  G ram bling. They tr a v e le d  in  a s p e c i a l l y  c o n s tru c te d  bus 
equipped w ith  a c h i ld r e n 's  l i b r a r y  p rov ided  by Rosenwald 
l i b r a r i e s ;  a m ed ic ine  c h e s t ,  to o l  c h e s t ,  p re s s u re  cooker, 
c h a rc o a l s to v e , and o th e r  home economics equipm ent, p ic k s , 
s h o v e ls , p o s t-h o le  d ig g e rs , r a k e s , p a in t ,  mimeographed 
m a te r i a l s ,  and governm ent b u l l e t i n s  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
P re s id e n t Jones d e sc r ib e d  th e  co u rse  o f  a c tio n  and 
e v e n ts  th a t  e v e n tu a lly  p laced  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  th e  h e a d lin e s  
o f  m ajor p u b lic a t io n s  fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e: "With a co rp s  o f
incom parably  d e d ic a te d  te a c h e rs  and o th e rs  who became imbued 
w ith  what is  now known eve ry  where as th e  'G ram bling S p i r i t , '  
we s e t  upon a cou rse  o f  e s ta b l is h in g  a un ique program . We 
embarked upon a s p e c ia l  program o f  r u r a l  te a c h e r  
e d u c a tio n ."  He s a id  to  th e  ou tgo ing  te a c h e rs .
Take what you have and make what you 
want ; a c cep t th e  c ircu m stan ces  as they  a re  and
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go on from there. You are a country teacher.
I f  th e re  a re  no s a n i t a r y  t o i l e t s ,  n u t r i t i o u s  
food , co m fo rtab le  homes, good s c h o o ls , d o n 't  
s i t  down and c ry  abou t i t ;  g e t moving and c o r r e c t  
th e se  s i t u a t io n s .  I f  th e  community you work 
in  is  s t i f l e d  by in a c t io n ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  and 
h o p e le s sn e ss  ; i f  th e  s tu d e n ts  you te a c h  a re  
way down on th e  achievem ent s c a le  and s h o r t  on 
am b itio n , do what you have to  do to  f in d  a 
way to  in j e c t  new l i f e  in to  them (G ra m b lin ite ,
(1976).
The f i e l d  s e rv ic e  u n i t  o p e ra te d  in  th re e  s e c t io n s .  
S e c tio n  I was devoted  to  e lem en ta ry  sch o o ls  w ith  te a c h e r  
t r a i n e r s  and lo c a l  Jean es  te a c h e rs  a t te m p tin g  to  improve 
l i v in g  c o n d itio n s  among a d u l t s .  Freshmen, r e c e iv in g  f i r s t -  
g rad e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  to  te a c h  a t  th e  c lo se  o f  th e  f i r s t  year 
were t r a in e d  a t  th e se  c e n te r s .  By l i v in g  among th e  peop le the 
f i e l d  s e rv ic e  u n i t  d isco v e red  problem s as w e ll as re s o u rc e s  
and used th i s  in fo rm a tio n  to  h e lp  shape th e  cu rricu lu m  a t  the 
c o l le g e .  This in fo rm a tio n  was g iven  to  th e  s t a f f  and 
a p p ro p r ia te  m a te r ia ls  were p rep ared  in  th e  cu rricu lu m  
la b o r a to ry .  S e c tio n  I I  o f  th e  f i e ld  s e rv ic e  u n i t  was devoted 
to  fo llo w -u p  s e rv ic e  f o r  th e  c e n te r s  and th e  p a r t i c i p a t in g  
s c h o o ls . This u n i t  a lso  a ttem p ted  to  a s s e s s  th e  grow th and 
a b i l i t y  o f  th e  peop le  in  th e  community. P ersons a s s ig n ed  to  
S e c tio n  I I I  e v a lu a te d  g ra d u a te s  from G ram bling to  determ ine  i f  
th e y  were com petent te a c h e r s .  An u n fa v o ra b le  e v a lu a tio n  
re s u l t e d  in  g ra d u a te s  be ing  r e c a l le d  in  th e  summer fo r  f u r th e r  
t r a in in g  (M axie, 1952).
Jones  was f o r tu n a te  to  have in h e r i te d  a group o f  
d e d ic a te d  te a c h e rs  who la b o red  w ith  him in  what seemed an 
im p o ss ib le  t a s k .  The m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  f a c u l ty  members had
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re c e iv e d  th e i r  t r a in in g  a t  S ou thern  U n iv e rs ity  o r Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e  in  th e  a re a  o f  in d u s t r i a l  ed u c a tio n , home im prove­
m en ts , and a g r i c u l tu r e  (P e o p le s , 1981). A. C. Lewis added to 
th e  f a c u l ty  as he t r a v e le d  around th e  s t a t e .  Kara V. Jackson 
r e c a l le d  a c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  Lew is. "K ara, I want you to  go 
to  G ram bling to  te a c h  a t  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. That schoo l 
i s  th e  ' f a v o r i t e  c h i ld  ' in  th e  s t a t e  r i g h t  now and I am 
send ing  my ' f a v o r i t e  p eo p le ' to  h e lp  b u ild  i t  up" (In te rv ie w , 
Jack so n , Jan u ary  5, 1982). She worked as a s u p e rv is o r  in  the  
cu rricu lu m  and te a c h in g  s e c t io n  o f  th e  f i e ld  s e rv ic e  u n i t . As 
th e  group t r a v e le d  over th e  s t a t e  s e rv ic in g  th e  s ix  c e n te r s ,  
th e y  found th a t  th e  e d u c a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  were v e ry  poo r.
Dr. Jackson  r e c a l l s  in  N a tc h ito ch e s  P a r is h  a lo n e , th e re  were 
s ix ty - e ig h t ,  o n e -tw o -th re e  te a c h e r  sch o o ls  and on ly  e lev en  
w ere housed in  a c tu a l  sch o o l b u i ld in g s .  The rem aining  ones 
were housed in  o ld  c h u rch e s , lodge h a l l s ,  and abandoned 
s to r e s .  The in e q u i t i e s  o f  a s eg reg a ted  system  in  L o u is ian a  
was ev idenced  by th e  f a c t  th a t  in  1934-35, $9.47 was sp en t per 
c a p i ta  fo r  b la ck  c h i ld re n  and $52.34 was sp en t p e r c a p i ta  fo r  
w h ite  c h i ld r e n .  The te a c h e r -p u p i l  r a t i o  was f i f t y  per te a c h e r  
f o r  b la c k  c h i ld re n  and th i r ty - o n e  p e r te a c h e r  fo r  w hite
c h i ld r e n  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
During the summer, field centers conducted six-week 
institutes for students and regular teachers who were unable
to attend the regular session at Grambling. The summer
quarter at Grambling was devoted to an extension of the 
regular curriculum for remedial instruction of apprentices and
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to  an i n s t i t u t e  on r u r a l  p rob lem s. This I n s t i t u t e ,  he ld  
d u rin g  th e  l a s t  s ix-w eeks o f th e  summer q u a r te r ,  was a tten d ed  
by a l l  Jean es  te a c h e r s ,  t e a c h e r - t r a i n e r s , Grambling f a c u l ty  
members, and r e g u la r  s tu d e n ts  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
There were many o b s ta c le s  to  th e  program . Many o f the  
c h i ld r e n  l iv e d  w ith  t h e i r  p a re n ts  on p la n ta t io n s  as s h a re ­
c ro p p e rs . The owners o f  th e  p la n ta t io n s  were n o t always 
re c e p t iv e  tow ard th e  id e a  o f  hav ing  improved f a c i l i t i e s  o r
improved in s t r u c t io n s  fo r  th e  b la c k  c h i ld r e n .  The p a re n ts
sometimes o b je c te d  to  th e  f i e ld  s e rv ic e  u n i t  su g g es tin g  
c e r t a in  r e p a i r s  w ith in  th e  home. Sanchez (1938) in  h is
a r t i c l e ,  "The L o u is ian a  P la n ,"  n a r r a te d  a c o n v e rsa tio n  between 
th e  head o f  one o f  th e  househo ld s and th e  f i e l d  s e rv ic e
p e rso n n e l :
Mrs. Johnson: Mr. Blank, how long have you lived
Mr. Blank: Right around twelve years.
Mrs. Johnson: Have you made any r e p a i r s ?
Mr. Blank: Well, no.
Mrs. Johnson: There a re  many th in g s  th a t  can be done
to  make a p la c e  a t t r a c t i v e  w ith  a sm all amount o f 
money. I f  you w i l l  a llo w  me about two d o l l a r s ,  we can 
make some im provements in  your home. The th in g s  th a t  
we w i l l  improve w i l l  be your own th a t  you can c a rry  
w ith  you should  you move.
Mr. Blank: Now the only thing about it is this. You
see this place ain't ours ; it b'longs to a man way out 
in Iowa and I ain't even sure that we'll be here 
another year. T'ward be differnet if 'twas ours.
Miss P a rk e r: I f e e l  th i s  way about i t  Mr. Blank,
y o u 'v e  been h ere  tw elve y e a rs  and in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  
you w i l l  be h ere  many more. Why no t have some o f the  
th in g s  you need?
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M rs. Blank: I ' s  so g la d  you a l l  is  ta lk in g  to  him.
I 'v e  been t e l l i n g  him and try in g  to  g e t him to  make
some changes.
They succeeded in  se c u rin g  th e  two d o l l a r s  from Mr. 
B lank. They purchased  o i l  c lo th  f o r  th e  k itc h e n  ta b l e s ,  co ld  
w a te r p a in t  fo r  th e  k itc h e n  and ly e  fo r  sc ru b b in g . They 
s e a le d  th e  k itc h e n  w ith  co rru g a te d  ca rd  b oard , papered  i t  w ith  
new spaper and p a in te d  i t  w ith  th e  co ld  w ate r p a in t .  O ther 
im provements such as c a b in e t making from orange c r a t e s  were 
u n d e rta k e n ; c lo th e s  c lo s e ts  were b u i l t  so they  would no lo n g e r 
have to  hang th e i r  c lo th e s  on n a i l s  around th e  room. While 
th e  women worked w ith in  th e  house , th e  men worked o u ts id e .  
Edward P u rv is  r e c a l l s  h e lp in g  Mr. Blank to  c o n s tru c t  an 
ou td o o r t o i l e t  and s te p s  le a d in g  in to  th e  house. They a lso  
made bunk beds ou t o f  o ld  lum ber ( In te rv ie w , P u rv is , J an u ary  
7, 1982). When th e  U nit l e f t  Mr. and Mrs. Blank were w orking
on a l i s t  o f  o th e r  item s fo r  th e  b e tte rm e n t o f  t h e i r  home.
News abou t th e  v e n tu re  in  r u r a l  te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n  
sp read  as i t  became s u c c e s s fu l .  B lake C la rk  (1948) w ro te  an 
a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Common Sense C o lle g e ."  He d esc r ib e d  what he 
saw and h ea rd :
The Grambling S ta t io n  Wagon became a f a m il ia r  
s ig h t  to  sh a re  c ro p p ers  a l l  over th e  s t a t e .
Every f a c u l ty  member le a rn ed  from ex p e rien ce  
th e  a p p a l l in g  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  in  th e  L ou isiana  
backwoods. Out o f L o u is ia n a s ' t o t a l  o f 1,558 
Negro e lem en ta ry  s c h o o ls , th ey  v i s i t e d  846 in  
t h i r t y - s i x  p a r i s h e s .  N early  h a l f  o f th e se , 
th e y  found were held  n o t in  r e g u la r  s c h o o l-  
h o u ses , b u t in  d r a f ty  lodge h a l l s ,  churches 
and abandoned s to r e s .  Textbooks were t a t t e r e d ,  
b la ck b o a rd s  cracked  ; a th i r d  o f  th e  schoo ls  
had no p la y  ground equipm ent, n e a r ly  a th i r d  
had no w a te r. In every  v i l l a g e  were found 
d u ll - e y e d , l i s t l e s s  c h i ld re n  who had n o t ea ten
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an egg fo r  m onths, who had seldom had m ilk  and 
n eve r had ta s t e d  f r u i t  j u i c e .  Armed w ith  f i r s t  
had knowledge o f  c o n d itio n s  in  com m unities 
where s tu d e n ts  would be s e n t to  te a c h , the 
f a c u l ty  re tu rn e d  w ith  d e f i n i t e  id e a s  on how 
to  t r a in  th e se  s tu d e n ts .
Jane  E. M cA llis te r  (1938) gave an e v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  
work o f  th e  F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U nit in  h er a r t i c l e ,  "R u ra l-T each er 
E ducation  in  L o u is ia n a ,"
The F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U nit up to  now has func­
t io n e d , n o t on ly  an an agen t o f p r e - s e r v ic e  and 
in - s e r v i c e  t r a in in g  fo r  s u p e r v is o r s ,  te a c h e r  
t r a in in g  in s t r u c to r s  and r u r a l  e lem en ta ry  te a c h e r s ,  
b u t i t  has b rough t in ,  a l th o u g h  in  an in ­
fo rm al m anner, a c c u ra te  and in t im a te  in ­
fo rm a tio n  o f  r u r a l  e d u c a t io n a l ,  s o c ia l  and 
economic n ee d s . I t  has s u p p lie d  th e  b a s is  
o r background fo r  th e  e n t i r e  program o f  
cu rricu lu m  b u ild in g ,  and in - s e r v i c e  and p re ­
s e rv ic e  t r a in in g .  I t  has n o t p i le d  up u se ­
le s s  m a te r i a ls ,  nor snowed us under w ith  
f in d in g s ,  f o r  i t s  f in d in g s  a re  u t i l i z e d  a t  
once as th e  b a s is  o f h e a l th ,  homemaking, 
s c ie n c e  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t s .
E. L. C ole , V ic e -p re s id e n t E m eritu s, b e l ie v e d  th a t  the  
o ff-cam pus te a c h in g  program was perhaps  th e  most un ique 
f e a tu r e  o f  th e  V en tu re . P re v io u s ly  s tu d e n ts  had n o t been s e n t 
o ff-cam p u s. The idea  was to  p la c e  th e  p ro s p e c t iv e  te a c h e r  in  
a s i t u a t io n  s im i la r  to  th e  a c tu a l  jo b .  They were expected  to  
ta k e  p a r t  in  th e  community a f f a i r s  so th a t  th ey  would have 
knowledge o f  th e  e x p e rien ce s  t h a t  a r u r a l  te a c h e r  would be 
faced  w ith  once a jo b  was ac cep te d  ( In te rv ie w , Cole, Jan u a ry  
8, 1982). This unique p lan  co n tin u ed  from 1936 to  1942. I t  
was n o t on ly  a v e n tu re  th a t  p ro b ab ly  k ep t th e  c o l le g e  in  
e x i s te n c e ,  bu t has been c r e d i te d  w ith  upgrad ing  th e  e d u c a tio n  
o f  b la c k  c h i ld re n  and te a c h e rs  in  th e  s t a t e ,  as w e ll as 
r a i s i n g  th e  l i v in g  s tan d a rd s  o f  thousands o f b la ck  peop le  in  
com m unities th ro ughou t th e  s t a t e .
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The p u b l i c i t y  from th e  V enture was good fo r  th e  
s c h o o l. The en ro llm e n t in c re a se d  d r a s t i c a l l y .  However, th e  
s t a t e  seemed to  say  "you must do more w ith  l e s s " .  They 
in c re a s e d  th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  the  schoo l from $20,000 in  1936 
to  $30,000 in  1938. The f e d e r a l  governm ent, L in co ln  P a r is h  
S chool Board, and fe e s  c o n tr ib u te d  $11 ,0 2 4 .4 8 , making a t o t a l  
o f  $ 4 1 ,0 2 4 .4 8 . The amount needed fo r  s a l a r i e s  th a t  y ea r was 
$31 ,440 .00  p lu s  $1 ,4 8 1 .0 4  f o r  a r r e a r s  re t i r e m e n t  fo r  1937, th e  
y ea r r e t i r e m e n t  began in  L o u is ia n a . S t i l l  to  be f ig u re d  in to  
th e  budget was th e  $1 ,603 .44  fo r  r e t i r e m e n t  fo r  1938-39 
(Board M in u te s , June 27, 1938). The t o t a l  amount l e f t  to
o p e ra te  th e  sch o o l was $ 6 ,5 0 0 .0 0 . The s t a t e  expected  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  to  o p e ra te  th e  campus and i t s  new V enture in  R ural 
T eacher E ducation  from th i s  sm all amount. The G eneral Educa­
t io n  Board gave $3,000 in  1938 to  be sp read  over a th re e  year 
p e r io d  fo r  books and l i b r a r y  m a te r i a l s ,  and $3,240 in  1939 
tow ard th e  s a la r y  o f  a s u p e rv is o r  to  c o o rd in a te  th e  te a c h e r -  
t r a in in g  program w ith  th e  work o f  o th e r  a g e n c ie s  s e rv in g  th e  
r u r a l  com m unities o f  th e  s t a t e .  Somehow th ey  managed to  keep 
a f l o a t .  The E xecu tiv e  Committee met on June 17, 1938 and a t  
th e  u rg in g  o f  P re s id e n t  J o n e s , re q u e s te d  an a d d i t io n a l  $5,000 
fo r  th e  expansion  o f  th e  R ural Teacher T ra in in g  program . The 
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  a u th o r iz e d  S u p e rin te n d e n t H a rr is  to  
borrow  $5,000 a t  5% i n t e r e s t  when they  le a rn e d  th a t  L o u is ian a  
Negro Normal could  n o t pay i t s  b i l l s  (Annual R ep o rt, 1939- 
1940).
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The in c re a s e d  en ro llm e n t had taken  i t s  t o l l  on the  
f a c i l i t i e s .  A. C. Lewis ( n .d . )  in  h is  r e p o r t ,  "The P rep a ra ­
t io n  o f  Negro R ural T eachers in  L o u is ia n a ,"  p o in ted  out th a t  
th e  b u ild in g s  and equipm ent were un p re n te n t ious  and in a d e­
q u a te . On June 27, 1938 a s p e c ia l  com m ittee o f  th e  S ta te
Board o f  E ducation  met w ith  G overnor Leche to  secu re  b u ild in g s  
and im provements fo r  th e  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The board made 
a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  f e d e r a l  s u b s is te n c e  th ro u g h  th e  P u b lic  Works 
A d m in is tra tio n  (Board M inu tes, June 27, 1938).
T h ird  Year o f  C o llege  Added
The Monroe News S ta r  ( J u ly  30, 1939), c a r r i e d  the  
fo llo w in g  a r t i c l e  on "No Grumbling a t  G rambling As Negro 
Normal School Makes Rapid P ro g re s s ."  The a r t i c l e  gave the  
fo llo w in g  in fo rm a tio n  abou t th e  p ro g re s s :
Located about s ix  m iles  w est o f R uston ,
G rambling i s  th e  s e a t  o f th e  s t a t e  Normal 
School fo r  N egros. S ince l a s t  December, 
th e  s t a t e  board  o f  e d u c a tio n  and th e  
P u b lic  Works A d m in is tra tio n  p r a c t i c a l l y  
have r e b u i l t  th e  Grambling sch o o l to  th e  
tune o f  $400,000 . They have b u i l t  a la rg e  
classroom  b u ild in g  a t  a  c o s t o f  $129,000; 
a g i r l s '  d o rm ito ry , $64 ,000; gymnasium- 
a u d ito r iu m , $40 ,000; l i b r a r y  b u ild in g ,
$34,000; d in in g  h a l l ,  $36,000 and a new 
home fo r  th e  p r e s id e n t ,  th e  l a t t e r  be in g  
e re c te d  from an a l lo tm e n t o f  $6,000 w hich 
inc lu d ed  funds fo r  some a d d i t io n a l  la n d ­
scap ing  on th e  campus. An a d d i t io n a l  
$31,000 has been p rov ided  fo r  a w a te r and 
sew ag e -d isp o sa l system  and $23,000 f o r  
fu rn is h in g s  to  equ ip  the  new b u i ld in g s .
The a r t i c l e  d e sc r ib e d  th e  b u ild in g s  as be ing  red  b r ic k  
and o f  c o lo n ia l  a r c h i t e c tu r e ,  w h ile  th e  f ix t u r e s  w ith in  the
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b u ild in g s  were deemed u s e fu l  and d u ra b le . These were the  
f i r s t  perm anent b u i ld in g s .  The gym nasium -auditorium  was 
p ra ise d  fo r  i t s  v e r s a t i l i t y .  I t  could  be used fo r  b a s k e tb a l l  
gam es, a s s e m b l ie s , p la y s , and dances. One wing housed the  
m usic departm en t w ith  a sm all au d ito riu m  and s ta g e , surrounded 
by p r a c t ic e  rooms. Located under the  main s ta g e  were lo c k e rs  
and show ers.
The added f a c i l i t i e s  enab led  th e  sm all r u r a l  schoo l to 
accom odate th e  s w e llin g  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n . Modern conven­
ie n ces  were now common p la c e  as th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  h au lin g  
w ate r and th e  use o f  kero sene  lamps ceased  to  e x i s t  excep t in 
em ergencies (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). In th e  f a l l  o f  1939 the
i n s t i t u t i o n  was a b le  to  add a t h i r d  y ea r o f  c o l le g e  to  the  
e x i s t in g  two y e a rs .
As th e  sch o o l p ro g re s se d , so d id  th e  v i l l a g e .  As 
o f  the  d a te  o f  th e  news a r t i c l e  ap p earin g  in  th e  Monroe News 
S ta r  ( J u ly  30, 1939), a sm all t r a in  depo t had been b u i l t ,
e n a b lin g  th e  V icksburg , S h rev ep o rt and P a c i f ic  L ines to  make 
d a i ly  s to p s  to  d e p o s it  th e  m a il and p ic k  up p a sse n g e rs . A 
p o s t o f f ic e  had been e s ta b l is h e d  w ith  O zias Johnson , ( s o n - in -  
law  o f  C harles  P. Adams,) as the  P o s tm a s te r . There were th re e  
s to r e s ,  s e v e ra l  c h u rch e s , and an ever in c re a s in g  number o f 
homes. When th e  sch o o l re c e iv e d  i t s  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  in  1937, 
some o f  th e  r e s id e n ts  had th e i r  homes w ired  a l s o .  The s t r e e t s  
however rem ained u n lig h te d  and w ith o u t hard  s u r fa c e .  Cars 
sometimes s t a l l e d  because th e  sand was so deep (G ra m b lin ite , 
1976).
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This c h a p te r  r e v e a ls  th e  p ro cess  by which L o u isian a  
Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  became "L o u is ian a  R ural 
N orm al." I t  was re o rg a n iz e d  in to  a co u n try  c o l le g e  w ith  
c o u rse s  th a t  t r a in e d  r u r a l  b la c k  s tu d e n ts  to  be p r a c t i c a l  
r u r a l  te a c h e rs  in  th e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  I t  was based on th e  sound 
p r in c ip le  th a t  th e  b e s t  ed u c a tio n  fo r  th e  r u r a l  b la ck s  was the  
k ind  th a t  was based on ex p e rie n c e s  most n e a r ly  l i k e  th e  a c tu a l  
work s i tu a t io n s  to  be e n c o u n te red . The p lan  was e n t h u s i a s t i ­
c a l l y  rece iv e d  and su p p o rted  by n a tio n a lly -k n o w n  e d u c a to rs  and 
p h ila n th ro p ic  a g e n c ie s .
The f a c u l ty  o f th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  knew how to  s e t  a  hen, 
p rune a t r e e ,  b u i ld  s te p s  f o r  th e  house o r c o n s tru c t  an 
ou td o o r t o i l e t ;  make c a b in e ts ,  s e a l  a room w ith  cardboard  or 
le a d  a song f e s t .  The p r e s id e n t ,  R. W. E. J o n e s , was a 
v e r s a t i l e  a d m in is t r a to r .  He knew how to  p la y  m usica l 
in s tru m e n ts , te a c h  m a th em atic s, coach an a t h l e t i c  team, le ad  a 
co n g reg a tio n  in  p ra y e r , and make sp eech e s . The cu rricu lu m  
c o n s is te d  o f  th e  a c tu a l  l i f e  o f  th e  r u r a l  b la ck ; le s s o n s  were 
g iv en  in  farm ing , homemaking, h e a l th ,  and h a n d ic r a f t  as w e ll 
as th e  e s s e n t i a l s  : m ath, language a r t s ,  e t c .  The schoo l was
a b le  to  f e e l  th e  p u lse  o f  th e  r u r a l  l i f e  th rough  i t s  un ique 
F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U n it, w hich tr a v e le d  in  an o ld  b ea t-u p  
s ta tio n w ag o n , c a rry in g  a team o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  who liv e d  and 
worked w ith  th e  p e o p le . The p ro s p e c t iv e  te a c h e rs  fo llow ed  
th e i r  examples f o r  a p e r io d  o f  tw elve w eeks. They le a rn ed  
what th e  b a s ic  concerns o f  th e  r u r a l  p o p u la tio n  were and 
d ev ise d  a means o f  h e lp in g  to  improve th e  q u a l i ty  o f  l i f e  fo r  
t h e i r  s tu d e n ts  and f a m il i e s .
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C hapter V
THE COLLEGE IS GRANTED FOUR-YEAR DEGREE STATUS
Many in t e r e s t i n g  ev e n ts  t r a n s p i r e d  d u rin g  th e  n ex t 
t h i r t y - f o u r  y ea r p e r io d . T. H. H a rr is  r e t i r e d  a f t e r  s e rv in g  
t h i r t y - e i g h t  y e a rs  as s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f  ed u c a tio n  in 
L o u is ia n a . L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  
became a s e n io r  c o l le g e ,  launched i t s  r e p u ta t io n  as an a t h l e ­
t i c  pow erhouse, and succeeded in  having th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  change 
i t s  name to  Gram bling C o lleg e . Through m a n ip u la tio n  and
cunn ing , Jones s k i l l f u l l y  guided  Grambling C o llege  th rough  
p e r i lo u s  tim e s , em erging w ith  u n iv e r s i ty  s ta tu s  fo r  th e  i n s t i ­
tu t i o n .  S u p e rin ten d en ts  o f  th e  v a r io u s  schoo l system s began 
a sk in g  fo r  g ra d u a te s  from L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. With the 
a d d i t io n  o f  th e  th i r d  y e a r  o f  c o l le g e  work in  1939, th e  
s tu d e n ts  now re c e iv e d  a p r o f e s s io n a l  te a c h in g  c e r t i f i c a t e  and 
diplom a fo r  th re e  y e a rs ' work.
The atmosphere of the school was one of friendliness, 
caring, and sharing. R. W. E. Jones was the foundation of 
this environment. "Prez" as he became known, displayed a deep 
concern for each student that came to the school. No matter 
how poor, how deprived, or how wealthy, each student was 
recognized for his ability to produce. This administration 
developed the philosophy that "everybody is somebody."
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The enrollment grew from 120 in 1 936 to 600 in 1940. 
In 1940 the Finance Committee of the State Board of Education, 
requested additional facilities in order to accomodate the 
increasing requests for admission to the school. Some of 
the students were denied admission because of a lack of 
housing. The committee further recommended an increase in the 
salaries of the faculty because the amounts had been meager in 
comparison to salaries received at similar schools. Reason­
able increases would make their salaries commensurate with 
faculty members at other schools (Board Minutes, March 2, 
1940).
In 1940 T. H. H a rr is  su b m itted  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  to  
r e t i r e  a f t e r  th i r ty - tw o  y e a rs  as S u p e rin ten d en t o f  E d u ca tio n . 
The S ta te  Board honored him on A p ril 16, 1940 (Board M inu tes, 
A p r il  16, 1940). The change in  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  th e
S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  a lso  meant some ad ju stm en ts  fo r  
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. A new s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  John E. Coxe, 
was e le c te d .  A. C. Lewis was n o t reap p o in te d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  
o f  S ta te  Agent o f  Schools fo r  N egroes. J .  E. W illiam s assumed 
th e  p o s i t i o n .  A ll p r e s id e n ts  o f  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were 
ap p o in ted  under th e  s t i p u l a t i o n  o f  a c t in g  head , u n t i l  a 
s p e c ia l  com m ittee had made an in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  each one in  
o rd e r  to  de te rm in e  h is  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  employment on a 
perm anent b a s is  (Board M inu tes, 1940). New r e g u la t io n s  were 
in tro d u c e d  re g a rd in g  req u irem en ts  fo r  p ro f e s s io n a l  te a c h in g  
c e r t i f i c a t e s .  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal s ta t e d  in  t h e i r  r e p o r t  
g iven  a t  th e  August 2, 1940 m eeting  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f
E ducation :
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I t  is  im p o ss ib le  to  r i s e  to  th e  new s c h o la s t ic  
le v e l  fo r  p r o f e s s io n a l  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  on th e  b a s is  
o f  e x i s t in g  r e g u la t i o n s .  The d i f f i c u l t y  can be 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  removed i f  th e  d a te  fo r  d isco n ­
tin u a n c e  o f  th e  is s u in g  o f p ro f e s s io n a l  c e r t i ­
f i c a t e s  can be postponed u n t i l  Septem ber 1, 1942 
(Board M inu tes, August 2, 1940).
The Board gave i t s  ap p ro v a l.
I t  i s  a p p a re n t t h a t  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal d id  n o t
s u f f e r  trem endously  as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  change in  th e  admin­
i s t r a t i o n .  On Septem ber 12, 1940, th e  o f f i c i a l  p roceed in g s  o f 
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  re v e a le d  th e  f a c t  th a t  J .  E. 
W illiam s asked th e  Board to  re c o n s id e r  i t s  a c tio n  o f  August 
16, 1940, r e fu s in g  a l l  in c re a s e s  in  pay to  some o f  th e  f a c u l ty  
members. He p re s e n te d  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  Board which s u b s ta n ­
t i a t e d  th e  f a c t  th a t  s e v e ra l  te a c h e rs  had been employed a t  a 
r a t e  o f  pay below th o se  a lre a d y  employed because the  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  was s h o r t  o f  fu n d s . He b e l ie v e d  th a t  in  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  
th o se  p e rsons  shou ld  have t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  b rough t up to  the  
le v e l  o f  th a t  b e in g  re c e iv e d  by th e  o th e r  i n s t r u c to r s .  He
p ersuaded  th e  Board to  approve th e  re q u e s t  (Board M inutes,
Septem ber 12, 1940). That same y e a r , an a r t i c l e  by W illiam s 
(1940) appeared  in  th e  L o u is ian a  Colored T eachers J o u r n a l , 
p r a i s in g  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal f o r  i t s  "unique program o f  
te a c h e r  t r a in in g  based  upon th e  needs o f  th e  sm all r u r a l  
sch o o l and i t s  p la c e  in  th e  im provements o f  r u r a l  l i f e . "
Maxie (1950) w ro te th a t  a fo u r -y e a r  program was
in a u g u ra te d  o u t o f  n e c e s s i ty  in  1940 and th e  f i r s t  degrees 
were g ra n te d  in  1944. Helen L. R ichards  was a member o f  th a t  
c l a s s .  She had a r r iv e d  a t  th e  schoo l in  1940, eager to  g e t an
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ed u c a tio n . She was f u l l  o f p r a i s e  fo r  th e  f a c u l ty  and s t a f f  
who took  h e r  in  hand and guided h e r  du rin g  those  fo u r  y e a rs . 
Coming from a v e ry  poor fam ily , she was g r a t e f u l  to  W. L. 
G arner, th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a r  o f  the s ch o o l, fo r  
l e t t i n g  h e r  work in  th e  R e g i s t r a r 's  O ff ic e  so th a t  she could 
ea rn  enough money to  pay the  $12.50  p e r  month re q u ire d  o f  the 
s tu d e n ts  f o r  b o a rd . She p layed  on th e  g i r l s  b a s k e tb a l l  team 
and needed e x t r a  tim e to  s tudy  due to  th e  r ig o ro u s  p r e r e q u i­
s i t e s  o f  p r a c t ic e  eve ry  n ig h t d u rin g  th e  seaso n . The m atron 
in  cha rge  o f  th e  d o rm ito ry  p e rm itte d  h e r  to  stu d y  l a t e r  than 
th e  o th e r  g i r l s  who were re q u ire d  to  p u t the l i g h t s  o u t a t  
10:00 p.m . ( In te rv ie w , R ic h a rd s , J an u ary  6, 1982). Miss
R ic h a rd s ' academ ic c a re e r  r e f l e c t s  th e  f a c t  th a t  Grambling 
made a d if f e re n c e  in  h e r  l i f e .  Her accom plishm ents a re  
p a r a l le l e d  o n ly  by h e r  reco rd  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  s e rv ic e  to 
G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ;  th e  most r e c e n t no te  o f  d i s t i n c ­
t io n  b eing  ap p o in ted  A sso c ia te  Dean o f E ducation .
N icho lson  (1976) w ro te , " th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  and 
f a c u l ty  o f  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal found them selves working 
a g a in s t  g r e a t  odds to  launch  th e  new fo u r  y ea r degree  program . 
A trem endous s t r a i n  was pu t on th e  f a c i l i t i e s  and re s o u rc e s  as 
th e  en ro llm e n t in c re a se d  to  888 in  1941." L o u is ian a  Negro 
Normal became a s e n io r  c o l le g e  d u rin g  th e  h e c t ic  y e a rs  o f 
World War I I ,  how ever, th e  e n ro llm e n t was composed m o stly  o f 
women.
P re s id e n t  Jones was in v e s t ig a te d  th o ro u g h ly  by th e  
com m ittee w ith  re g a rd s  to  h is  q u a l i f i c a t io n s  fo r  the
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J an u a ry  3, 1941 m eeting  gave Jones and th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  th e
fo llo w in g  c h a ra c te r iz a t io n :
B u ild in g s  now going up a t  th i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  g iv e s  
i t  a d iso rg a n iz e d  appearance b u t th e  g e n e ra l p lan  o f  
improvement seems to  have been c a r e f u l ly  though t o u t 
by th e  p r e s id e n t ,  a man o f  id e as  along  sim ple l i n e s  
fo r  h is  r a c e . His c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  S ta te  De­
p artm en t o f  E ducation  has been e x c e l le n t .  The in ­
s t i t u t i o n  has won prom inence fo r  th e  system o f 
te a c h e r  t r a in in g  which p la c e s  p ro s p e c t iv e  te a c h e rs  
in  r u r a l  s c h o o ls . The p re s id e n t  seems to  have the  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  fo r  th e  p re s id e n c y  (Board M inutes,
Jan u a ry  31, 1941).
In 1941, some p a re n ts  were ab le  to  send th e i r  c h i ld re n  
from th e  t r a in in g  c e n te r s  to  G ram bling, h e lp in g  to  in c re a s e  
th e  e n ro llm e n t f u r th e r  and s tr e n g th e n  th e  program . S tu d en ts  
worked to  com plete t h e i r  t r a in in g  th rough  con tinuous m a tr ic u ­
l a t i o n ,  re c e iv in g  th e  B. S. deg ree  as th e  cu lm in a tio n  a f t e r  
fo u r  y e a rs  o f  s tu d y . Because o f  th e  r a t io n in g  o f  g a s o lin e  and 
t i r e s  and th e  s h o rta g e  o f  te a c h e rs  owing to  the  demands o f 
World War I I ,  th e  F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U nit ceased  to  o p e ra te . The 
in c re a s e d  c i r c u la t io n  o f money how ever, enabled  the in - s e rv ic e  
te a c h e rs  to  conduct and a t te n d  lo c a l  community work shops. 
The e n t i r e  community b e n e f i te d  as th o se  work shops o f fe re d  
v a r ie d  f e a tu r e s  and v e n tu re s  in to  s p e c ia l  t r a in in g  fo r  n o t 
o n ly  th e  te a c h e rs  b u t f o r  th e  s u p e rv is o r s  and r u r a l  w orkers 
to o . These co n fe re n ces  and w orkshops extended from one to  
th r e e  days and o f fe re d  e f f e c t iv e  s u g g es tio n s  th a t  would 
b e n e f i t  a l l  in - s e r v i c e  te a c h e rs  b u t p a r t i c u l a r ly  th o se  who 
h e ld  th e  "T" (tem porary ) c e r t i f i c a t e s  (M axie, 1950).
I t  was a ls o  in  1941 th a t  P re s id e n t  Jones a r r iv e d  a t  
th e  momentous c o n c lu s io n  th a t  was to  a f f e c t  the  d e s tin y  o f the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
95
I t  was a ls o  in  1941 th a t  P re s id e n t  Jones a r r iv e d  a t  
th e  momentous co n c lu s io n  th a t  was to  a f f e c t  th e  d e s t in y  o f  th e  
t i n y  schoo l n e s t le d  in  th e  red  h i l l s  o f  N orth L o u is ia n a . He 
saw th a t  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  c o l le g e s  in  th e  South were th o se  th a t  
m a in ta in ed  a s tro n g  a t h l e t i c  program , p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o o tb a l l .  
S ince h is  a r r i v a l  in  1926, Jones  had m a in ta in ed  a meager 
a t h l e t i c  program . There had been enough men fo r  th e  team bu t 
no un ifo rm s fo r  th e  p la y e r s .  L o u is ia n a  Tech coaches and 
t r a in e r s  were c o o p e ra tiv e  in  d o n a tin g  d is c a rd e d  u n ifo rm s, 
h e lm e ts , j e r s e y s ,  and p a n ts , m ost o f  them in  some v a r i a t i o n  o f  
th e  L o u is ia n a  Tech c o lo r s  o f red  and b lu e  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). 
The f o o tb a l l  program had developed s low ly  in  th e  l a t e  tw e n tie s  
w ith  th e  schedu le  in c lu d in g  some h ig h  sch o o l and a few ju n io r  
and s e n io r  c o l le g e s .  However, on ly  s e n io r  c o l le g e s  were 
p layed  a f t e r  1936. Jones dec ided  th a t  L o u is ia n a  Negro Normal 
needed to  fo llo w  th e  p a th  o f  th e  o th e r  s u c c e s s fu l  c o l le g e s .  
He im m ediately  l e t  i t  be known th a t  he was lo ok ing  fo r  a f o o t ­
b a l l  coach . Edward Gay Robinson, a r e c e n t  g rad u a te  o f Leland 
C o lleg e , in  B aker, L o u is ia n a , hea rd  o f th e  s c h o o ls ' s e a rc h  fo r  
a coach and made c o n ta c t w ith  Jo n es  im m ediately  to  schedu le  an 
in te rv ie w .
F ra z ie r  (1967) re p o r te d  th a t  Robinson was employed as 
a la b o r e r  a t  th e  K am back-Burckett Feed M ill in  Baton Rouge. 
He was eag er to  o b ta in  an o th e r jo b .  The in te rv ie w  d id  n o t go 
as w e ll as he would have l i k e d ,  and he l e f t  in  doubt as to  
w hether o r  n o t he had been chosen fo r  th e  jo b .  He and Jones 
g o t in to  an argum ent over who was th e  b e t t e r  p i t c h e r ,  Robinson
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When Robinson assumed the  c o n t ro ls  in  1941, he, u n lik e  
Jones when th e  l a t t e r  was named f o o tb a l l  coach in  1926, was 
f a m il i a r  w ith  th e  game o f  f o o tb a l l .  Jones had never p layed  
f o o tb a l l  bu t Robinson had been named a L i tt le -A ll-A m e r ic a n  a t  
Leland where he h e ld  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  s t a r  q u a r te rb a c k  
(F r a z ie r ,  1967). Robinson exp e rien ced  a blow to  h is  ego when 
Jones to ld  him he would be d e fe a te d  th e  f i r s t  y e a r, in d ic a t in g  
th a t  he had no s k i l l s  as a coach . However, Robinson d id  no t 
ag re e . He soon le a rn e d  th a t  Jones knew what he was ta lk in g  
ab o u t. The T ig e rs  who s tru g g le d  among them selves as much as 
w ith  t h e i r  o pponen ts, l o s t  f iv e  and won o n ly  th re e  th a t  y e a r. 
The ev en ts  o f  th a t  season  d id  n o t d isc o u ra g e  him, and he 
r e c a l le d  t h a t ,  "we d id n ' t  have much to  look  ahead to ,  bu t even 
le s s  to  look  back  on" (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
Hard work and en thusiasm  pa id  o f f  f o r  Robinson as he 
went abou t h is  d u t ie s  w ith  p a s s io n a te  f e r v o r .  P a r t  o f  h is  
problem was th a t  he was coaching  p la y e r s  who were o ld e r  than 
h im se lf ;  p la y e r s  he had p layed  a g a in s t  as a c o l le g e  p la y e r  and 
who had no r e s p e c t  fo r  him as a coach . He p u t s e v e ra l p la y e rs  
o f f  th e  team, a move th a t  caused Jones to  rem ark, "You grew up 
when you pu t th o se  boys o f f  th e  team" ( F r a z ie r ,  1967). Jones 
fu r th e r  p re d ic te d  th a t  Robinson would win a l l  h is  games the  
n e x t y e a r . Not o n ly  d id  he win them a l l  bu t h is  team was 
unsco red  on as w e ll .  I t  was indeed  a rem arkab le season  in  
l i g h t  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  th i s  g r e a t  su ccess  o ccu rred  a t  a  tim e 
when th e  schoo l had o n ly  s ix ty -s e v e n  men and over t h i r t y  o f 
them p layed  f o o tb a l l  (G ra m b lin ite . 1976).
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t h i s  g r e a t  su ccess  o ccu rred  a t  a tim e when th e  schoo l had only  
s ix ty - s e v e n  men and over t h i r t y  o f them played  f o o tb a l l  
( G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
Coach Robinson looked forw ard to  an even b e t t e r  season 
d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  World War I I  had taken  i t s  t o l l  on the 
male p o p u la tio n . The G ram b lin ite  (1976) re p o r te d  th e  male 
en ro llm e n t fo r  th e  yea r 1943-44 re v e a le d  o n ly  n in e  men 
s tu d e n ts .  The S ta te  Board o f E ducation  dec ided  to  can ce l a l l  
a t h l e t i c  ev e n ts  f o r  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  th e  war (Board M inutes, 
A p r il  5, 1943). U ndaunted, Robinson took  a squad o f  h igh
sch o o l p la y e rs  and schedu led  games w ith  anyone who would p lay
When th e  campus re tu rn e d  to  norm al a f t e r  th e  war, 
Robinson was a b le  to  com plete h is  team s' m etam orphosis w ith  
th e  h e lp  o f  P aul "Tank" Younger who had a r r iv e d  in  1944. 
Jones saw h is  w ish fo r  su ccess  and re c o g n i t io n  come tru e  in  
1947. The h e a d lin e s  read  "G rambling Reached A th le t ic  Peak in  
1947 as T ig e rs  Triumphed in  3 F ie ld s ."  The S h rev ep o rt Times 
(June 23, 1947) re p o r te d  the  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  f e a t  :
The y ea r is  r e f e r r e d  to  as th e  "golden e ra  o f 
a t h l e t i c s "  a t  th e  N orth L o u is ian a  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
r i g h t f u l l y  so . The f o o tb a l l  team s t a r t e d  th e  b a l l  
to  r o l l i n g  by w inning ten  games and lo s in g  two, to  
f i n i s h  th i r d  in  th e  n a t io n a l  Negro s ta n d in g s  ; th e  
b a s k e tb a l l  team won t h i r t y  games and lo s t  fo u r , and 
th e  b a s e b a l l  team f in is h e d  th e  season w ith  a  reco rd  
o f  tw e n ty -e ig h t s t r a i g h t  v i c t o r i e s .  W ithout a doubt 
th e se  teams w ere th e  b e s t to  eve r r e p re s e n t  th e  c o l le g e .  
A th le te s  from each team were signed  to  p ro fe s s io n a l  
c o n t r a c ts .  P aul "Tank" Younger signed  w ith  th e  Los 
A ngeles Rams o f  th e  N a tio n a l F o o tb a l l League ; L ego lian  
Moore to u red  one season w ith  th e  fab u lo u s  Harlem Globe­
t r o t t e r s ,  and th re e  members from th e  b a s e b a l l  team were 
signed  by th e  Brooklyn Dodgers. The com bination  fo o t-
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b a l l - b a s k e tb a l l - b a s e b a l l  reco rd  o f s ix ty - e ig h t  
v ic to r i e s  a g a in s t  o n ly  s ix  d e fe a ts  is  th e  b e s t  in  
in  th e  sch o o ls  h i s to r y .
Robinson served  as coach fo r  bo th  f o o tb a l l  and b a s k e tb a l l
w h ile  Jones co n tin u ed  as th e  b a s e b a l l  coach , p robab ly  th e  on ly
p r e s id e n t- b a s e b a l l  coach to  ever se rv e  f o r ty  c o n secu tiv e  yea rs
in  such a c a p a c ity  ( G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
W hile L o u is ian a  Negro Normal had been p ro g re s s in g  in  
th e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d ,  th e  b u s in ess  o f  ed u c a tin g  b la c k  te a c h e rs  
fo r  th e  sm all r u r a l  sch o o ls  con tinued  w ith  renewed v ig o r . 
When Kara Jackson  re tu rn e d  to th e  campus from Columbia 
U n iv e rs ity  in  1942 w ith  h e r  m asters  degree  in  e d u c a tio n , she 
b rough t w ith  h e r  en thusiasm  fo r  th o se  th in g s  she had been 
ta u g h t .  She was anxious to  in tro d u ce  and implement h e r new 
found te c h n iq u e s . She was allow ed to  conduct an experim ent 
w ith  some o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  who were p re p a r in g  to  te a c h . The 
id e a  was to  expose th o se  s tu d e n ts  to  work ex p e rien ce s  o f f  
campus. A rrangem ents were made w ith  b la c k  b u s in e ss  e s ta b ­
lish m en ts  in  N atc h ito ch e s  fo r  tw enty s tu d e n ts  to  o b se rv e , a t  
f i r s t ,  and l a t e r  p a r t i c i p a t e  a c t iv e ly  in  th e  d a i ly  o p e ra tio n s  
o f  th e  b u s in e ss  ( In te rv ie w , Jackson , Jan u a ry  5, 1982).
The experim en t was conducted in  1942. H elen R ichards 
was one o f  th e  tw en ty  s tu d e n ts  s e le c te d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  the 
program . She worked a t  th e  H ealth  C en te r, th e  h o s p i ta l  and a 
fu n e ra l  home. She e s p e c ia l ly  remembered one ex p e rien ce  a t  the 
h o s p i ta l  when she le a rn e d  th a t  a to n s il le c to m y  was scheduled  
and she re q u e s te d  p erm issio n  to o b se rv e . She went in to  the  
o p e ra t in g  room b u t was unaccustomed to  th e  sm ell o f e th e r .
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The s tu d e n ts  d isc u sse d  th e i r  e x p e rien ce s  w ith  members 
o f  th e  f a c u l ty  and th en  w ro te abou t them in  s to ry  form 
s u i ta b le  fo r  c h i ld r e n .  This gave s tu d e n ts  a d o w n -to -ea rth  
view  o f  th e  community o u ts id e  th e  schoo l room; one th a t  they  
could  r e l a t e  to .  R ichards b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  experiem ent 
worked and was h e lp fu l  to  h e r  in  the  approach to  the  work she 
chose (In te rv ie w , R ic h a rd s , J an u ary  6, 1982).
In  1942, L o u is ian a  Negro Normal re c e iv e d  p u b l i c i t y  
from th e  P u b lic  Works D epartm ent in  t h e i r  r e p o r t  reg a rd in g  the  
c o n d itio n s  on th e  campus. This r e p o r t  in c lu d ed  recommenda­
t io n s  fo r  improvements th a t  were a n e c e s s i ty  i f  th e  schoo l was 
to  co n tin u e  to  p ro g re s s .  The top  p r i o r i t y  a t  th i s  tim e was a 
do rm ito ry  fo r  men. "In  peace tim e en ro llm e n t o f  young men is  
l im ite d  because th e re  is  no do rm ito ry  fo r  men. There is  an 
o ld  two s to ry  fram e b u ild in g  w ith  n in e  la rg e  rooms and a b a th . 
F if ty - tw o  men l i v e  in  th i s  b u i ld in g .  The o th e r  men have liv e d  
where th e y  could" (L o u is ian a  D epartm ent o f  P u b lic  Works, 
1942). The r e p o r t  a ls o  p o in te d  ou t th a t  th e  n ex t p r i o r i t y  
shou ld  be th a t  o f  a l a r g e r  h e a l th  c e n te r  to  re p la c e  th e  
p re s e n t in f irm a ry  th a t  was o f te n  over crowded and la ck in g  in  
adequate  equipm ent. The r e p o r t  concluded th a t  an e s tim a ted  
$227,500 was needed fo r  1944-45 and $320,000 fo r  1945-46 in  
o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  th e  needed improvements fo r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
Inc luded  in  th i s  f ig u re  were p ro v is io n s  fo r  tra d e  and a g r i c u l ­
tu r e  b u ild in g s  as w ell as im provements fo r  s t r e e t s  and s t r e e t  
l i g h t in g .
The f i r s t  c la s s  to  f i n i s h  from th e  fo u r  year program
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Inc luded  in  th i s  f ig u re  were p ro v is io n s  fo r  tra d e  and a g r i c u l ­
tu r e  b u i ld in g s  as w e ll as im provements fo r  s t r e e t s  and s t r e e t  
l i g h t in g .
The f i r s t  c la s s  to  f i n i s h  from th e  fo u r  y ea r program 
g rad u a ted  in  1944. The program g ra n te d  th e  B achelo r o f  
S c ience  d eg ree  in  E lem entary  E d u c a tio n . There were s ix ty -  
th r e e  g ra d u a te s , ( s ix ty -o n e  women, and two men). The m a jo r ity  
o f  th e  m ale s tu d e n ts ' e d u c a tio n  had been in te r r u p te d  by th e  
war (N ich o lso n , 1976).
A gain in  th e  summer o f 1944 as in  the  p rev io u s  summers 
o f  1943 and 1942, th e  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion , p a r i s h  schoo l 
s y s te m s , and th e  G eneral E ducation  Board he ld  w orkshops fo r  
Jean es  te a c h e rs  a t  L o u is ia n a  Negro Normal. A ccording to  Maxie 
(1950) th o se  te a c h e rs  re c e iv e d  s p e c ia l  t r a in in g  in  r u r a l  
e d u c a tio n . Being conducted  s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  th a t  workshop 
was one fo r  te a c h e rs  h o ld in g  th e  "T" (tem porary) c e r t i f i ­
c a te s .  The G eneral E ducation  Board c o n tr ib u te d  $6,400 over 
th e  th re e  y ea r p e r io d . L o u is ian a  Negro Normal p rov ided  
h o u s in g , equipm ent, s t a f f  and community la b o ra to r y  sch o o ls  
(A nnual R ep o rt, 1945).
As th e  c o l le g e  grew , th e  need fo r  a d d i t io n a l  p ro p e r ty  
on w hich to  expand became o b v io u s . In 1943, P re s id e n t  Jones 
went b e fo re  th e  S ta te  Board re q u e s t in g  an a l t e r n a t e  w e ll .  He 
em phasized th e  f a c t  th a t  th e re  was on ly  one w ell w ith  no o th e r  
p ro v is io n s  o r sou rce  o f w a te r. I f  th e  w e ll s u f fe re d  a b re a k ­
down, he would be fo rced  to  c lo se  th e  s c h o o l. The Board 
a u th o r iz e d  Jones to  pu rchase  e x t r a  p a r t s  o f  any m ach inery
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The B u ild in g  Committee approved th e  r e q u e s t .  The board a lso  
a u th o r iz e d  th e  purchase  o f  e ig h ty  a c re s  o f  p ro p e r ty  from E. R. 
Hayes to  o p e ra te  a farm as w e ll as o b ta in in g  a herd  o f  d a i ry  
an im als  to  supp ly  th e  needs o f  th e  schoo l and te a c h  d a iry in g  
as a p a r t  o f  th e  r u r a l  te a c h e r  ed u c a tio n  program (Board 
M inu te s, O ctober 5 , 1943).
The Name of the Institution Changed to Grambling College
More and more th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  was being  r e f e r r e d  to  as 
"G ram bling ."  The le g a l  name, how ever, was s t i l l  L o u is ian a  
Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  Jones dec ided  to  
r e q u e s t  a name change fo r  th e  sc h o o l. In 1946, he appeared  
b e fo re  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  du rin g  i t s  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  a f t e r  having  
secu red  p erm issio n  from th e  S ta te  Board to  do so . In h is  most 
e lo q u e n t m anner, he tra c e d  th e  beg in n in g  o f  th e  schoo l from 
i t s  b eg in n in g , g iv in g  th e  v a r io u s  name changes th a t  had 
o c c u rre d . In h is  b e s t  " l e g i s l a t i v e  o ra to ry "  he e la b o ra te d  on 
how changes in  th e  s c h o o l 's  purpose and cu rricu lu m  had 
n e c e s s i t a te d  th e  name changes. When i t  appeared  th a t  th e  
u s u a l a t te n t iv e n e s s  was m iss in g , Jones sw itched t a c t i c s  to  a 
more e x p l i c i t  reaso n  fo r  changing th e  name:
B esides a l l  t h a t ,  th e  name is  too long . When we 
a re  p la y in g  f o o tb a l l  and th e  o th e r  team has th e  b a l l  
on our f iv e  yard  l i n e ,  th e  o th e r  team has a lre a d y  
sco red  by th e  tim e our c h e e r le a d e rs  can say ' ho ld  th a t  
l i n e ,  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r ia l  I n s t i ­
t u t e '  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
The State Capitol rang with laughter which had hardly 
subsided before the bill had passed and Jones had once again 
cajoled the legislature into favorable action, to make the
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i n s t i t u t i o n  "G rambling C o llege  o f  L o u is ia n a ."  Act number 33 
w hich changed th e  name o f L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  to  G rambling C ollege  o f L o u isian a  was 
s igned  by th e  governor on J u ly  4, 1946 ( L e g is la t iv e  A c ts ,
1946). This s id e  o f  Jones was r e f e r r e d  to  as h is  " F e l ic i to u s  
F ace ,"  by Morgan P eo p le s, (1981) H is to ry  P ro fe s so r  a t  
L o u is ian a  Tech U n iv e r s ity . P eoples f e l t  th a t  "Jones adopted 
th i s  face  any tim e he saw an o p p o r tu n ity  to  ga in  revenue or to 
g a in  new s u p p o rte rs  fo r  h is  "W histle  Stop I n s t i t u t i o n "  
(P e o p le s , 1981).
In th e  e a r ly  y e a rs  o f  h is  p re s id e n cy , Jones le a rn ed  
th a t  f in a n c ia l  su p p o rt o f  th e  sch o o l was n o t always g iven  on 
an equal b a s is  in  com parison w ith  th e  o th e r  s ta t e  s c h o o ls . He 
developed a te ch n iq u e  or s ty le  o f  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  E ducation  and th e  L e g is la tu r e .  He pu t h is  v a r ie d  t a le n t s
to  work f o r  th e  good o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  In an a r t i c l e
w r i t t e n  fo r  th e  A lex a n d ria  Town T a lk , Sue Eakins (1976),
w ro te :
If you have never been exposed to the magnetism 
of Dr. Ralph W. E. Jones, there is probably no way 
of making you believe such a man exists. For men
who can get blood out of turnips or money out of the
legislature when there is no money, are rare indeed.
Beyond that, Ralph Jones has had that consummate ease 
of communication with the great and small of this 
state for so long that you might say the man has a
state in his big black hands.
Endowed with a keen sense of humor, a genuine air of 
friendliness, oratorical ability and showmanship, he had set 
about getting all that he could for the school. He put on a 
"show" whenever he appeared before the State Board of
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Endowed w ith  a keen sense  o f  humor, a genuine a i r  o f 
f r i e n d l in e s s ,  o r a t o r i c a l  a b i l i t y  and showmanship, he had s e t  
abou t g e t t in g  a l l  th a t  he could  fo r  th e  sch o o l. He pu t on a 
"show" whenever he appeared  b e fo re  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Educa­
t i o n ,  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  o r th e  g o v e rn o r. The methods were 
n o t im p o rtan t as long as th e y  w ere h o n es t and g o t r e s u l t s
(P e o p le s , 1981).
S ig n i f i c a n t  changes o cc u rre d  in  th e  types o f s tu d e n ts  
a t te n d in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a f t e r  i t  became a s e n io r  c o l le g e  in  
1944. S tu d en ts  from th e  b e t t e r  h ig h  sch o o ls  in  th e  s t a t e  as 
w e ll as v e te ra n s  w ith  v a r ie d  ex p e rien ce s  were e n ro l le d .  Many 
o f  th e  v e te ra n s  were back to  com plete t h e i r  in te r ru p te d
e d u c a tio n . V ete rans augmented th e  en ro llm e n t o f male s tu d e n ts  
from 1945 to  1947. Of th e  t o t a l  en ro llm e n t o f 533 r e g u la r  
c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in  1946 and 1947, e ig h teen  p e rc e n t 
were v e te r a n s .  N in e ty - f iv e  o f th e  186 male s tu d e n ts  
( f i f t y - o n e  p e rc e n t o f th e  male s tu d e n ts )  were v e te ra n s .  
D uring th e  1947-48 schoo l term , 112 o f  th e  817 re g u la r  
s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  were v e te ra n s  (M axie, 1950). War expe r­
ie n ces  and t r a v e l s  enabled  them to  approach a c o l le g e  
e d u c a tio n  from a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e .  They were more 
s e r io u s  abou t th e  req u irem en ts  and th e i r  reasons  fo r  a t te n d in g  
s c h o o l. A more s ta b l e ,  se rio u s-m in d ed  s tu d e n t body was 
e s ta b l is h e d  as a r e s u l t  o f t h e i r  in f lu e n c e .
After the war years, more services were required of
Grambling College. A group of educators from five Southern
states and from the General Education Board launched a
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re o rg a n iz e d  and r e v i t a l i z e d  program fo r  th e  Jean es  te a c h e rs  
w hich would r e s u l t  in  g rad u a te  c r e d i t  fo r  those  p a r t i c i p a t in g  
in  th e  p la n . Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  w hich had begun a program in  
g ra d u a te  in s t r u c t io n ,  ag reed  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  p la n  w ith  
Gram bling C o lleg e .
The program p rov ided  fo r  th e  f i r s t  summers' work to  be 
done a t  Gram bling and f u r th e r  p ro f e s s io n a l  t r a in in g  to  f u l f i l l  
th e  req u irem en ts  fo r  th e  M aster o f  S cience  degree to  be com­
p le te d  a t  Tuskegee. From June 10 th ro u g h  August 9, 1946, th e  
f i r s t  g ra d u a te  s e s s io n  fo r  Jean es  te a c h e rs  began a t  G rambling 
under th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Deborah C. P a r tr id g e  o f  Tuskegee and 
Kara V. Jackson  o f  G ram bling. The G eneral E ducation  Board 
p rov ided  $12,500 fo r  s c h o la r s h ip s ,  s a l a r i e s  o f  s t a f f  and 
c o n s u l t a n ts ,  p lan n in g  c o n fe re n c e s , t r a v e l ,  and m a te r ia ls  
(Annual R ep o rt, 1947). This program o p e ra ted  s u c c e s s f u l ly  fo r  
th e  y e a rs  1946-1956. Kara V. Jackson  had begun to  work toward 
a d o c to ra te  degree  a t  T e ach ers ' C o lle g e , Columbia U n iv e rs ity  
in  1944. Her ex p e rien ce  w ith  th e  G ram bling-Tuskegee Workshops 
le d  h er to  w r i te  h e r  d i s s e r t a t i o n  about th e  program . "A Plan 
fo r  th e  Advanced P ro fe s s io n a l  E ducation  o f  Jean es  T eachers 
Through D ire c t Community P a r t i c ip a t io n  as an I n te r g r a l  P a r t  o f 
th e  G ram bling-Tuskegee S tudy P lan" was com pleted in  March, 
1948, ( In te rv ie w , Jack so n , Jan u a ry  5, 1982) g iv in g  h e r  th e
d i s t i n c t  r e c o g n i t io n  o f be ing  th e  f i r s t  b la c k  woman in  
L o u is ian a  to  ea rn  th e  d o c to ra te  deg ree  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
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C ollege  G ranted  P erm iss ion  to  O ffe r B.S» Degree in  
Secondary E ducation
A ll o f  th e  e d u c a tio n a l a c t i v i t y  prompted th e  
s u p e r in te n d e n ts  o f  th e  v a r io u s  p a r is h e s  as w ell as some o th e r  
s o u th e rn  s t a t e s  to  su g g es t t h a t  Grambling C o llege  o f f e r  a 
deg ree  in  secondary  e d u c a tio n  as w e ll .  The schoo l con tinued  
to  r e c e iv e  p re s s u re  fo r  th i s  c a u se . Even th e  s tu d e n ts  them­
s e lv e s  re q u e s te d  a b ro ad er o f f e r in g ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  th e  v e te ra n s  
r e tu rn in g  to  sch o o l who were in t e r e s te d  in  pu rsu in g  a te ac h in g  
deg ree  on th e  secondary  l e v e l .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  th e  secondary  
program  evo lved  s lo w ly . The f i r s t  phase was c a l le d  "Comps." 
S tu d en ts  a c tu a l ly  m inored in  secondary  e d u c a tio n , which 
in c lu d ed  E n g lis h , Speech and Drama, Home Economics and S o c ia l 
S c ie n ce . I t  was on t h i s  b a s is  th a t  s u p e r in te n d e n ts  began 
em ploying Gram bling g rad u a te s  to  te a c h  on th e  secondary  l e v e l .  
They were p le a sed  w ith  th e  r e s u l t s  and re q u es ted  th a t  
G ram bling be p e rm itte d  to  o f f e r  a deg ree  in  secondary  educa­
t io n  ( In te rv ie w , C ole , J an u ary  8, 1982).
On June 28, 1949, th e  E ducation  Committee o f  th e  S ta te  
Board o f  E ducation  recommended th a t  a u th o r iz a t io n  be g ran ted  
to  P re s id e n t  Jones to  proceed w ith  p la n s  fo r  t r a in in g  h igh  
sch o o l te a c h e rs  a t  G rambling C o llege  (Board M inutes, June 28, 
1949). The f i r s t  secondary  te a c h e rs  were g rad u a ted  in  1953 
(B u l l e t i n ,  1977).
The p ro g re s s  th a t  o cc u rre d  a t  Grambling C o llege  d id  
n o t happen sim ply  because i t  was due. Much o f th e  phenomenal 
grow th o cc u rre d  as a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  P re s id e n t Jones
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p o l i t i c k in g  e f f o r t s  to  seek  im provem ents. L ike Booker T. 
W ashington and th e  f i r s t  p r e s id e n t  o f  Grambling C o lleg e , 
C h arles  P. Adams, Jones went about c u l t iv a t in g  th e  good w i l l  
o f  th e  p rom inent w h ite s  o f  th e  a r e a .  He knew th a t  he was 
dependen t upon an a l l - w h i te  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  fo r  
f in a n c ia l  s u p p o r t.  The su p p o rt o f  th e  lo c a l  w h ite s  would g iv e  
credence  to  h is  p le a  w ith  th e  Board. In o rd e r  to  s tre n g th e n  
th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  nearby  R uston , Jones in v i te d  a group o f 
prom inen t Ruston r e s id e n ts  to  a f o o tb a l l  game on th e  campus. 
The number o f  w h ite s  a t te n d in g  f o o tb a l l  games in  th e  fu tu r e  
in c re a s e d  g r e a t ly  and th e  Ruston L ions Club asked th e  schoo l 
to  p la y  an annua l c h a r i ty  f o o tb a l l  game a t  Tech stad ium  in  
Ruston as a b e n e f i t  fo r  a f f l i c t e d  c h i ld r e n .  I t  was unheard o f 
fo r  a b la c k  team to  p la y  on th e  f i e ld  o f  a w h ite  schoo l in  the  
South (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
At th e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  Jo n e s , th e  Kiw anis Club o f  Ruston 
h e ld  one o f  i t s  w eekly luncheons a t  th e  c o l le g e .  The Ruston 
R o ta ry  C lub, L ions Club, and th e  Chamber o f  Commerce dec ided  
to  do l ik e w is e .  In 1949, th e  fo u r o rg a n iz a t io n s  combined fo r  
a j o i n t  even t a t  th e  sch o o l. They were jo in e d  by c le rg y , c i ty  
o f f i c i a l s ,  p o l ic e  j u r o r s ,  and r e p o r t e r s  r e p re s e n t in g  b o th  the  
d a i ly  and w eekly new spapers from th ro u g h o u t N orth L o u is ia n a . 
Jones was co n d u c tin g  a p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s  cam paign, prom oting 
th e  s tro n g  p o in ts  o f  th e  s ch o o l, b u t a t  th e  same tim e making 
th e  prom inent w h ite s  aware o f  i t s  needs (G ra m b lin ite , 1976).
Jones c a r r i e d  h is  p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s  to  th e  m ansion a t  
Baton Rouge. He was perhaps on b e t t e r  te rm s w ith  E a rl K.
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Long, th re e - te rm  g o v ern o r, than  any o f  th e  o th e r  g o v e rn o rs . 
The two o f  them seemed to  u n ders tand  each o th e r  as no one e ls e  
d id .  Perhaps i t  was because bo th  o f  them were endowed w ith  an 
unu su a l sense  o f  humor. G overnor Long always r e f e r r e d  to  
Jones as "Ralph Waldo Emerson Jo n e s , H im se lf ,"  paying t r i b u t e  
to  a m a s te r ly  p o l i t i c i a n  as s k i l l e d  as h im se lf  (G ra m b lin ite , 
1976).
Governor Long came to  Grambling fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e in  
1948, s h o r t ly  a f t e r  he was in a u g u ra te d . His nephew from 
R uston drove him to  th e  campus. As was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f him, 
Jones was w a it in g  o u ts id e  fo r  them when th ey  a r r iv e d .  The 
grand to u r  o f  th e  campus n a tu r a l l y  inc lu d ed  those  p la c e s  in  
need o f  im provem ent. When they  re tu rn e d  to  Jo n es ' o f f i c e ,  he 
asked G overnor L ong 's  nephew i f  he could  speak w ith  the
governo r a lo n e . The con fe rence  la s te d  about an hou r. Peoples 
(1981) gave h is  v e rs io n  o f  what happened:
"Ole E a rl"  came ou t and to ld  h is  nephew he was 
read y  to  go. A f te r  they  l e f t  th e  b u i ld in g ,  the 
L o u is ian a  c h ie f  ex e c u tiv e  exc la im ed , in  h is  u su a l 
g r a v e l ly -v o ic e d ,  a b ru p t and p ro fan e  manner : 'You
know what? That b la ck  s o n -o f - a -b i tc h  conned me o u t 
o f  a m i l l io n  d o l l a r s  I But he needed every  penny o f 
i t .  '
Governor Long and Jones d id  n o t always use the
co n v e n tio n a l p la c e s  to  m eet. Governor Long in v i te d  Jones to  
v i s i t  w ith  him a t  h is  Pea P atch  Farm n ea r W in n fie ld . Jones 
d e s c r ib e d  th e  re la x e d  atm osphere in  which th e  m eeting  took
p la c e .  "There I s a t  a t  Pea P atch  farm , me and the governor o f
th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a , E a rl s t r e tc h e d  f a r  back in  a c h a ir  
w ig g lin g  h is  to e s ,  b a r e f o o t . . .  th e  g o v e r n o r . . ."  (G ra m b lin ite ,
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1976). Jones used v i s i t s  l i k e  th o se  to  s k i l l f u l l y  la y  ou t the  
needs o f  th e  schoo l and th e  two o f  them u s u a l ly  a r r iv e d  a t  a 
d e f i n i t e  f ig u re  needed fo r  th e  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  schoo l fo r  the  
n e x t f i s c a l  yea r ( In te rv ie w , Jo n e s , F ebruary  25, 1982).
P eo p le s ' (1981) d e sc r ib e d  th e  m eeting  between Jones and 
G overnor Long a t  th e  S ta te  Tuberculous H o sp ita l near 
G ram bling:
Governor Long a r r iv e d  to  d ec ide  how to  d isp o se  
o f  th e  fu rn is h in g s ,  b u i ld in g s ,  and a p r iz e  herd  o f  
J e r s e y  cows. Jones go t word o f  th e  g o v e rn o r 's  p re ­
sence th rough  h is  e f f i c i e n t  g ra p e v in e . So, w ith in  
a m a tte r  o f m in u te s , he a r r iv e d  a t  th e  sp o t. "Old 
E a rl"  sp ied  him as he approached . 'W e ll, w e ll ,  i f  
i t  a i n ' t  Ralph Waldo Emerson J o n e s , H im self. What 
in  th e  h e l l  do you want over h e re , R alph? ' he ex ­
claim ed in  mock i r r i t a t i o n .  Jones r e p l ie d ,  ' G overnor, 
t h a t ' s  no t f a i r !  You know I came over here  to  g re e t  
you on your v i s i t  to  N orth  L o u is ia n a . ' E a r l then  
r e t o r t e d ,  'H e l l ,  I know you b e t t e r  than  th a t ,  R alph .
What do you w an t? ' Jones answered w ith  a p a t ro n iz in g  
a i r ,  ' G overnor, you have a lre a d y  taken  good ca re  o f 
th e  f a c u l ty  and s tu d e n ts  a t  G rambling w ith  your 
generous a p p ro p r ia t io n s ,  and we a re  g r a t e f u l  to  you 
fo r  i t .  But, s in c e  you m entioned i t .  G overnor, th e re  
i s  one more th in g  our s tu d e n ts  need — i t s  m ilk  fo r  
t h e i r  b r e a k f a s t  c e r e a l . ' E a r l ,  r e a l i z in g  he had met 
h is  m atch conc luded , ' Take th e  damned J e rs e y  cows 
R alph . T h e y 're  y o u r s . '
Jones was a b le  to  secu re  fo r  th e  sch o o l, th e  herd o f  
d a i ry  cows th a t  he had been t ry in g  to  g e t fo r  y e a r s .  On 
Septem ber 20, 1949, S u p e rin te n d e n t Jackson  re p o r te d  to  th e
S ta te  Board th a t  G overnor Long had agreed  to  t r a n s f e r  a d a iry  
herd  from th e  G reenw ell S p rin g s  H o sp ita l to  Grambling C ollege 
f o r  th e  purpose o f  e s ta b l is h in g  a d a i ry  program a t  th e  sch o o l. 
P r e s id e n t Jones was g ra n te d  p erm iss io n  to  r e q u e s t $23,141.47  
from th e  Board o f  L iq u id a t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  Debt fo r  th e  
p urpose  o f  moving th e  herd  to  Grambling and e s ta b l is h in g  a
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d a i r y  program (Board M inu tes, Septem ber 20, 1949). Jones had 
been try in g  to  g e t a d a i ry  e s ta b l is h e d  s in c e  e a r ly  1943, bu t 
w ith o u t r e s u l t s  (Board Mint u e s , December 11, 1943). A word 
from th e  governor made i t  p o s s ib le .
One o f  th e  m ajor ev en ts  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n  o ccu rred  in  1950. The c o l le g e  passed  th e  1,000 mark fo r  
th e  f i r s t  tim e d u rin g  th e  1950-51 term  w ith  1,129 s tu d e n ts  
e n r o l le d .  D esp ite  th e  Korean War o f  th e  e a r ly  1 9 5 0 s ', the  
e n ro llm e n t con tin u ed  to  grow. The new program in  secondary  
e d u c a tio n  and o th e r  f a c to r s  such as a id  fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  in  
th e  form o f  s c h o la r s h ip s  and work s tu d y  accoun ted  f o r  the  
g row th .
D esp ite  t h i s  grow ing number o f  s tu d e n ts ,  G rambling 
s t i l l  s u f fe re d  because o f  in ad eq u a te  f in a n c e s .  The S ta te  
Board o f  E ducation  reco g n ized  th e  need and approved the  
recom m endation o f  th e  F inance Committee th a t  th e  budget 
r e q u e s t  fo r  Grambling C o llege  fo r  each o f th e  biennium  1950-52 
be in c re a s e d  $100,000 o ver th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  1948-50 (Board 
M inu te s, December 11, 1943). The Board m inu tes (Jan u a ry  24, 
1950) re v e a le d  th e  beg in n in g  o f  a p a t te r n  th a t  was to  co n tin u e  
fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  te n u re  o f  Jo n e s . The Board gave p e r ­
m iss io n  fo r  Jones to  ap p ea l to  th e  Board o f  L iq u id a t io n  o f the 
S ta te  Debt fo r  th e  a d d i t io n a l  sum o f  $41,500 to  supplem ent the 
a p p ro p r ia t io n  fo r  th a t  y e a r . I f  th e  Board o f L iq u id a t io n  was 
u n ab le  to  p ro v id e  th e  n e c e ss a ry  fu n d s , Jones was to  r e q u e s t a 
d e f ic ie n c y  a p p r o p r ia t io n .  The ap p ro v a l o f  d e f i c i t  spending 
s ta r t e d  Grambling C o llege  on a p a th  th a t  e v e n tu a lly  cu lm ina ted
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w ith  sh arp  c r i t i c i s m  o f  th e  p re s id e n t  and th e  sch o o l 
o f f i c i a l s .  The re c o rd s  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  p rece d en t was e s ta b ­
l i s h e d  by th e  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion .
Not o n ly  were th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fo r  G ram bling C o llege  
low , bu t c a p i t a l  o u tla y  fo r  m ajor im provements was p r a c t i c a l l y  
n o n - e x i s t e n t .  The Board M inutes (A p r il 14, 1950) f u r th e r
r e v e a le d  th a t  G rambling c o l le g e  d id  n o t re c e iv e  c a p i t a l  o u tla y  
a p p ro p r ia t io n s  du rin g  th e  1949 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n . The Board 
re q u e s te d  th a t  "G ram bling C o llege  be g iven  f i r s t  c o n s id e ra t io n  
shou ld  funds be a v a i la b le  fo r  th a t  pu rp o se . A concerned c i t i ­
zens com m ittee fo r  b o th  Grambling and S ou thern , appeared  
b e fo re  th e  Board to  p lead  fo r  s p e c ia l  fu n d s . The com m ittee, 
c a l le d  L o u is ian a  E ducation  C i t iz e n s ' Committee, c h a ire d  by 
John G. Lew is, l i s t e d  needs fo r  Grambling to t a l i n g  $2 ,6 3 4 ,9 4 6 . 
The fo llo w in g  is  taken  from th e i r  s ta te m e n t to  th e  Board:
For the  f i r s t  tim e in  h i s to r y  (d u rin g  th e  l a s t  
l e g i s l a t i v e  se s s io n )  th e re  was a s y s te m a tic  e x c lu ­
s io n  o f  Negro c o l le g e s  from a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fo r  new 
b u i ld in g s .  This has been p u b lic iz e d  as the  most 
d is g r a c e f u l  shame ever to  occu r and branded as 
" n e g le c t  and d e r e l i c t io n  o f  d u ty ."  At our i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s ,  th e  o p e ra t in g  budget is  so in ad eq u a te  t h a t  
th e  s t a t e  s ta n d s  to  lo s e  i t s  c a p i t a l  investm en t 
b ecause  o f t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  e f f e c t  r e p a i r s  and 
adop t a m ain tenance schedu le  th a t  w i l l  a s su re  th e  
upkeep o f th e  p h y s ic a l p la n t .  Housing f a c i l i t i e s ,  
c la s s  room f a c i l i t i e s  and sp ace , and r e c r e a t io n a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  a re  s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  le s s  th an  h a l f  th e  
e n ro llm e n t o f  th e se  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
There were o th e r s  who jo in e d  in  th e  c ry  fo r  a  more 
e q u i ta b le  sh a re  fo r  needed im provements a t  th e  c o l le g e .  An 
e d i t o r i a l  was p r in te d  in  The S h rev ep o rt Times (May 9, 1950)
seek in g  su p p o rt fo r  c a p i t a l  o u tla y  fo r  Grambling C o lle g e . The 
a r t i c l e  p o in ted  ou t th a t  "w ith  sympathy and gu idance o f  some
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w h ite  peop le  and some o rg a n iz a t io n s  — n o ta b ly  th e  c iv ic  
o rg a n iz a t io n s  o f  R uston, i t  has a t t r a c t e d  n a t io n a l  r e c o g n itio n  
as an exam ple, though s t i l l ,  em bryonic, o f  what th e  South can 
do and shou ld  do in  Negro e d u c a tio n . Grambling i s  an a s s e t  
n o t o n ly  to  th i s  S ta t e ,  b u t to  th e  whole S ou th ."  The Times 
f u r th e r  c i t e d  th e  schoo l as a symbol o f p e a c e fu l r a c i a l  r e l a ­
t io n s  and an example o f Negro ed u c a tio n  and p ro g re ss  supported  
by w h ite  peop le and ad m in is te red  by and fo r  N egroes.
The Board (A p ril 14, 1950) in s t r u c te d  P re s id e n t  Jones 
to  s o lv e  th e  housing  problem  by s e c u rin g  two o f  th e  b e s t 
c o n s tru c te d  b u ild in g s  from one o f  th e  nearby  abandoned army 
camps and d iv id e  them in to  rooms to  se rv e  as d o rm ito r ie s  u n t i l  
adequa te  f a c i l i t i e s  could be p ro v id e d . Those were to  be 
lo c a te d  n e a r  th e  a lre a d y  e x i s t in g  tem porary  b u ild in g  which was 
housing  f o r ty - s ix  g i r l s .  Jones was a lso  in s t r u c te d  a t  th i s  
m eeting  to  d r i l l  th e  long aw aited  second w e ll and run a gas 
l i n e  to  se rv e  th e  new d a i ry  p la n t .
D uring th e  l a s t  q u a r te r  o f  1950 and a l l  o f  1951, p lan s  
w ere l a id  fo r  mass im provements a t  th e  sch o o l. The Board 
approved a c o n s tru c t io n  budget which in c lu d ed  expansion  and 
m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  th e  c o l le g e  d in in g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a u th o r iz a t io n  
to  p roceed  w ith  p la n s  and s p e c i f ic a t io n s  fo r  g i r l s  dorm i­
t o r i e s ,  and a p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n  b u ild in g .  A ll o f  th i s  came 
b e fo re  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  in  1952. The Times Picayune (June 24, 
1952) re p o r te d  a s ta tem e n t made by R e p re se n ta tiv e  L. D. Napper 
o f  R uston . "G ram blings' P r e s id e n t ,  R. W. E. Jo n es , is  one o f 
th e  g r e a t e s t  r a c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  e x p e rts  in  the  S outh . He t e l l s
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h is  Negro s tu d e n ts  they  should  r e f r a i n  from making a p p l ic a ­
tio n s  to  w h ite  s c h o o ls , th a t  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u isian a  w i l l  ta k e  
c a re  o f  them. I th in k  we should back th i s  man." The l e g i s ­
l a tu r e  d id  c r e a te  a s e p a ra te  b u ild in g  a u th o r i ty  fo r  Grambling 
C o lleg e  and S outhern  U n iv e rs ity  under Act 317 (1952). At the  
A ugust m ee tin g , th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  (A ugust, 27, 
1952) su b m itted  a p r i o r i t y  l i s t ,  d e t a i l in g  th e  s ix  most needed 
item s ; one (1) g i r l s  d o rm ito ry , one (1) boys do rm ito ry , 120 
a c re s  o f  la n d , combine th e  e lem en ta ry  and h igh  schoo l 
b u i ld in g ,  one (1) men te a c h e r s ' do rm ito ry  and c o n s tru c t io n  o f 
s t r e e t s  and s id ew a lk s .
The sudden f lu r r y  o f  a c t i v i t y  d id  no t come because o f 
im m ediate p re s s u re  from b la ck s  fo r  improvements in  th e  sch o o l, 
b u t r a th e r  from the  in c id e n ts  th a t  were ta k in g  p la c e  a l l  over 
th e  S ou th . B lacks were ap p ly in g  to  a t te n d  th e  a l l  w h ite  
u n iv e r s i t i e s  and th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and S ta te  Board o f E ducation  
determ ined  th a t  i f  th e  b la ck  s c h o o ls , namely Grambling C o llege  
and Sou thern  U n iv e rs ity  were enhanced th rough  new b u i ld in g s ,  
e t c .  th e y  m ight be persuaded n o t to  app ly  fo r  adm ission  to  the  
w h ite  c o l le g e s  in  th e  s t a t e .
C o llege  A utho rized  to  O ffe r  P re -m e d ic in e , P re -law  
and P r e - d e n t i s t r y
The w hirlw ind o f b u ild in g  improvements con tinued  in to  
1953. The S ta te  Board m inu tes  (June 12, 1953) a u th o riz e d
$1 ,515 ,000  fo r  b u ild in g  needs a t  Grambling C o lleg e . A 
p ro p o sa l fo r  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  an even la r g e r  w ate r r e s e r v o i r  
was p re se n te d  by L t . Governor C. E. Barham and P re s id e n t
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was i n i t i a t e d  u n t i l  th e  p ro p o sa l had been taken  under a d v ise ­
ment by th e  B u ild in g  A u th o r ity  fo r  f u r th e r  s tu d y .
Board M inutes (A ugust 7, 1953) re v e a le d  th e  f a c t  th a t  
Grambling was f i n a l l y  g ran ted  an equa l p la c e  w ith  th e  o th e r  
s t a t e  c o l le g e s .  The Board passed  a r e s o lu t io n  e s ta b l is h in g  
un ifo rm  c u r r i c u la  as s ta n d a rd  a t  th e  c o l le g e s  and i n s t i t u ­
t io n s  o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g  in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  g ra n t in g  o f  
deg rees  a f t e r  p r e - p r o f e s s io n a l  s tu d y .
T h e re fo re , Be I t  R esolved: That a l l  s t a t e
c o l le g e s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f h ig h e r  le a rn in g  under 
th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  
s h a l l  p ro v id e  p r e -p ro f e s s io n a l  c u r r i c u la  in  th e  
School o f  A rts  and S ciences to  in c lu d e  th e  s u b je c ts  
r e q u ire d  fo r  e n tra n c e  in to  a c c re d ite d  d e n ta l ,  law  or 
m ed ical s c h o o ls , and th o se  s tu d e n ts  who su ccess ­
f u l l y  com plete th e  th re e  yea r p r e -p ro f e s s io n a l  r e ­
q u ire d  cou rse  f o r  e n tra n c e  in to  approved a c c re d ite d  
d e n ta l ,  law  or m ed ical sch o o ls  s h a l l  be g ran ted  the  
deg ree  o f  b ac h e lo r  o f a r t s  or b a c h e lo r  o f  sc ie n c e  
by th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  which th e  s tu d e n ts  have 
f in is h e d  th e  th r e e - y e a r  re q u ire d  c u r r i c u la ,  p rov ided  
th a t  th e y  su b se q u en tly  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  com plete th e  
f i r s t  y e a r  o f  work in  an a c c re d ite d  d e n ta l ,  law o r 
m ed ical sch o o l, m a in ta in in g  th e  r e q u ire d  academic 
s ta n d a rd s .
Be I t  F u r th e r  R esolved: That t h i s  r e s o lu t io n
s h a l l  app ly  to  th e  fo llo w in g  c o l le g e s  and i n s t i t u ­
tio n s  o f  h ig h e r  le a rn in g :
N orthw estern  S ta te  C ollege  
L o u is ian a  P o ly te c h n ic  I n s t i t u t e  
McNeese S ta te  C ollege 
N o rth e a s t L o u is ian a  S ta te  C ollege 
S ou thw estern  L o u is ian a  I n s t i t u t e  
S o u th e a s te rn  L o u is ian a  C ollege 
S ou thern  U n iv e rs ity  
Grambling C o llege
I r o n ic a l ly ,  i t  was ap p ro x im ate ly  t h i r t y - t h r e e  days 
l a t e r  th a t  th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  governm ent fo r  th e  town o f  
G rambling was e s ta b l is h e d .  On Septem ber 9, 1953, B. T.
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Woodard was ap p o in ted  mayor o f  th e  V illa g e  o f  G rambling by 
L ie u te n a n t Governor C. E. Barham ( In te rv ie w , Woodard, O ctober 
30, 1979). I t  had taken  n e a r ly  te n  y e a rs  to  ach iev e  th i s
g o a l .  With th e  in f lu x  o f  s tu d e n ts ,  th e  community had ex p e r­
ienced  grow ing p a in s . No one was r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a w e ll-  
o rg an ized  form o f  grow th and developm ent. In 1943, Rev. P. L. 
H a r r is ,  a w ell-know n m in is te r  o f  th e  community, had c a l le d  a 
community m eeting  to  d is c u s s  th e  c o n d itio n s  and p o s s ib le  
f u tu r e .  An A dvisory  C ouncil had been formed w ith  B. T. 
Woodard as th e  chairm an o f  th e  tw elve man c o u n c il .
From th a t  m eeting , u n t i l  th e  a c tu a l  in c o rp o ra tio n  o f  
th e  community under th e  L arson A ct in  Septem ber, 1953, th e  
le a d e rs  had s tru g g le d  to  g e t s t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  s id ew a lk s , and 
a n a tu r a l  gas system  fo r  th e  homes and b u s in e s s e s .  S ta te  
S en a to r C a r ro l l  Jones re fu s e d  to  in c o rp o ra te  "you n ig g e r s ."  
( In te rv ie w , Woodard, O ctober 30, 1979) However, th rough  the  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e  L. D. N apper, th e  A dvisory  
C ouncil went th ro u g h  th e  n e c e ss a ry  p ro c e ss  fo r  o rg a n iz a tio n  
and in c o rp o ra t io n .  On November 5, 1953, th e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l
co u n c il  m eeting  in  th e  v i l l a g e  was h e ld  in  a sm all a n tiq u e  
room o f  W oodards' T a i lo r in g  Shop. The f i r s t  o f f i c i a l s  w ere: 
Woodard who se rv ed  as Mayor; W. E. Downs, Mike C. O sborne, and 
S y lv e s te r  Brown, Aldermen ; and E a rl M axie, Town M arshall 
( In te rv ie w , Woodard, O ctober 30, 1979).
With a fo rm al governm ent e s ta b l is h e d ,  l i f e  go t b e t t e r  
f o r  th e  lo c a l  r e s id e n ts .  S t r e e t  l i g h t s ,  n a tu r a l  g a s l in e s  and 
te le p h o n e s  were i n s t a l l e d  and s idew alks  were c o n s tru c te d .
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Improvements enhanced th e  s e rv ic e s  and o p e ra t io n  o f th e  
c o l le g e .  S tu d en ts  who chose to  l i v e  off-cam pus were a ffo rd e d  
a few lu x u r i e s .  S tu d en ts  en ro u te  to  th e  p o s t o f f i c e  to  g e t 
t h e i r  m a il no lo n g e r  had to  walk in  th e  s t r e e t .  The p opu la­
t io n  o f  th e  V illa g e  as o f F ebruary  24, 1954 ac co rd in g  to  th e  
census taken  was l i s t e d  as 734, in c lu d in g  th e  off-cam pus 
s tu d e n ts  ( F i r s t  O f f i c i a l  C ensus, March 4, 1954).
The Board (December 11, 1953) ex tended th e i r  sympathy 
to  P r e s id e n t Jones in  th e  lo s s  o f  h is  w ife . Jones had lo s t  
h is  most lo y a l s u p p o r te r . M ildred Shay Jones com plim ented h er 
husband in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  move G ram bling C o llege  along i t s  
e d u c a tio n a l p a th .  She had a s tro n g  p e r s o n a l i ty  and was a 
woman who was m o tiv a ted  by n e c e s s i ty  and s tro n g  d e s i r e .  Mrs. 
Jones had been d ee p ly  concerned about th e  community and worked 
to  make i t  a b e t t e r  p la c e  to  l i v e .  She helped  to  e s ta b l i s h  
th e  f i r s t  food m art and c a th o l ic  church  and was th e  a u th o r o f  
a b e a u t i f i c a t i o n  program fo r  th e  town. Jones was l e f t  w ith  
th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  r e a r in g  two sm all so n s , R alph, J r .  and 
John A rth u r (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). D esp ite  th i s  lo s s ,  he
co n tin u ed  in  h is  m iss io n  o f  s u c c e s s fu l ly  g u id in g  the  adm in is­
t r a t i o n  o f  th e  sch o o l.
The p u rch ase  o f  an a d d i t io n a l  f o r ty  a c re s  o f land  
a d ja c e n t to  th e  G rambling C ollege  campus by th e  Board in  
December, 1953 en ab led  th e  c o l le g e  to  expand i t s  farm (Board 
M inu tes, A p r il  4 , 1954). A d d itio n a l f r u i t  t r e e s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  
peach  t r e e s ,  were p la n te d .  The a re a s  o f  p o u lt r y  and swine 
w ere a lso  e n la rg e d . In a d d i t io n  to  in s t r u c t io n a l  s e r v ic e s .
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th e  farm s u p p lie d  f r e s h  v e g e ta b le s , p o u lt r y ,  m ilk , and pork to 
th e  d in in g  h a l l  fo r  consum ption by th e  c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts .  The 
q u a l i ty  o f  th e  food served  was enhanced w ith o u t a la rg e  
in c re a s e  in  f e e s .  The fe e  rem ained $32.50 p e r  month per 
s tu d e n t fo r  b oard .
The schoo l y ea r 1956-57 emerged as be ing  v e ry  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t in  the  h i s to r y  o f  th e  c o l le g e .  The e n ro llm e n t su rpassed  
2,000 (2 ,022) f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e when th e  la rg e  crop  o f World 
War I I  b a b ie s  s ta r t e d  a t te n d in g  c o l le g e  (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). 
Act 499, passed  d u rin g  th e  1956 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n ,  provided 
fo r  s p e c ia l  e d u c a tio n . The sum o f  $14,500 was a p p ro p ria te d  
fo r  two p ro fe s s o r s  to  be h ire d  fo r  Gram bling C o llege  in  th a t  
a re a .  A lso d u rin g  i t s  O ctober, 1956 m eeting  th e  Board 
approved an agreem ent to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  th e  c o l le g e ,  th rough  
i t s  improved w ate r system , would l e t  th e  m u n ic ip a lity  o f 
Grambling sh a re  i t s  w a te r . This enab led  th e  s tu d e n ts  l iv in g  
off-cam pus as w e ll as th e  town r e s id e n ts  to  have runn ing  w ater 
(Board M inu tes, O ctober 8 , 1956). P re s id e n t  Jones was asked
to  open th e  Board m eeting  on May 3, 1957 w ith  a p ra y e r . This 
was th e  f i r s t  tim e th e  re c o rd s  re v e a le d  a b la c k  p re s id e n t 
le a d in g  th e  opening  p ra y e r  (Board M inu tes, May 3, 1957).
E n ro llm en t re c o rd s  in d ic a te d  an in c re a s e  o f  200 
s tu d e n ts  d u rin g  th e  1957-58 s e s s io n .  S tu d en ts  exp ressed  a 
d e s i r e  fo r  more cu rricu lu m  o f f e r in g s .  Some s tu d e n ts  asked to 
m ajo r in  th e  a r t s  and s c ie n c e s  and b u s in e ss  ( In te rv ie w , Cole, 
Jan u a ry  8, 1982). G rambling C ollege p roposed a program in
L ib e ra l A r ts .  During i t s  Septem ber 19, 1957 m eeting , th e
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S ta te  Board approved the  proposed c u r r i c u la  in  L ib e ra l A r ts .  
The r a t io n a l e  g iven  by Grambling C ollege  fo r  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f 
th i s  new cu rricu lu m  was th a t  the  program would more ad e q u a te ly  
meet th e  v ary in g  a b i l i t i e s ,  and th e  c u l tu r a l  and o cc u p a tio n a l 
o b je c t iv e s  o f i t s  s tu d e n t p o p u la tio n  (Board M inutes, September 
19, 1957). Grambling re q u e s te d  and re c e iv e d  perm issio n  to
e s ta b l i s h  a S p e c ia l E ducation  C en ter a t  th e  c o l le g e  which 
would se rv e  th e  p a r is h e s  o f  L in co ln , Jack so n , W ebster, and 
Union. The m ajor o b je c t iv e  was to  promote the  ed u c a tio n  o f 
m e n ta lly  e x c e p tio n a l c h i ld re n  (Board M inu tes, January  8, 
1958).
The C o llege  is  R eorganized  in to  D iv is io n s
On F eb ruary  10, 11, and 12, 1958, Grambling C ollege
was e v a lu a te d  fo r  s t a t e  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  in  accordance  w ith  th e  
p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  "L o u isian a  S tandards  fo r  A c c re d itin g  
T e acher-E ducation  I n s t i t u t i o n s  A c t,"  adopted  by th e  S ta te  
Board o f  E ducation  on O ctober 8, 1956. The e v a lu a tin g
com m ittee recommended th a t  th e  c o l le g e  be approved fo r  te a c h e r  
e d u c a tio n  th rough  th e  schoo l yea r 1962-63. In t h e i r  summary, 
co n c lu s io n s , and recom m endations, th e  com m ittee no ted  an o v er­
em phasis on te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n . I t  was a lso  no ted  th a t  th e  
l i b e r a l  a r t s  program was n o t ad e q u a te ly  fu n c t io n in g . They, 
th e r e f o r e ,  recommended th a t  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s ,  th re e  m ajor d iv i s io n s  shou ld  be p ro p e r ly  o rg an ized . 
The su ggested  d iv i s io n s  w ere : a r t s ,  s c ie n c e s  and b u s in e ss  ;
te rm in a l e d u c a tio n ; and e d u c a tio n . On th e  s tr e n g th  o f  th i s
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r e p o r t  and th e  co n cu rren ce  o f  th e  Grambling C o llege  adm in is­
t r a t i o n ,  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  a u th o r iz e d  th e  f u l l  
im plem en ta tion  o f  th e  L ib e ra l  A rts  Program and th e  r e o r ­
g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  c o l le g e  in to  th e  d iv is io n s  o f  A pplied 
S c ien ces  and Technology; E d u ca tio n ; and L ib e ra l A rts  (Board 
M inu tes, A p r il 18, 1958). During th e  1958-59 sch o o l y e a r, th e  
d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  L ib e r a l  A rts  program was pu t in to  e f f e c t  w ith  
th e  re o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  c o l le g e  in to  th e se  d iv i s io n s  
( B u l l e t i n ,  1977).
The re o rg a n iz a t io n  enab led  th e  c o l le g e  to  move from a 
s in g le  purpose i n s t i t u t i o n  to  a m u ltip u rp o se  u n iv e r s i ty .  
Grambling C o llege  was no lo n g e r  sim p ly  a te a c h e r  t r a in in g  
sc h o o l. The en ro llm e n t ro se  s t e a d i ly  and in  1962-63 i t  went 
o ver th e  3 ,000 mark fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e w ith  an en ro llm e n t o f 
3 ,0 5 0 . To more e f f e c t iv e ly  se rv e  th e  la rg e  number o f  freshm en 
s tu d e n ts  e n r o l l in g ,  th e  D iv is io n  o f  G eneral S tu d ie s  was added 
in  1963. The y ea r 1963 was v e ry  s p e c ia l  fo r  Jones to o . He 
was e le c te d  to  th e  NAIA H a ll o f  Fame in  com m eration o f  h is  
many y ea rs  o f  devo ted  s e rv ic e  to  s p o r t s .  He was a lso  s e le c te d  
as th e  N a tio n a l A ss o c ia tio n  o f  I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e  A th l e t i c s '  
Coach o f th e  Y ear f o r  1963 (P e o p le s , 1981).
G ram bling C o llege  re c e iv e d  p u b l i c i t y  from a n o th e r  
a re n a  in  1964. The G ram bling M arching Band, under th e  d i r e c ­
t io n  o f  Conrad H u tch in son , J r . ,  made i t s  f i r s t  n a t io n a l  
appearance  in  San D iego, C a l i f o r n ia ,  f o r  an American F o o tb a l l  
le ag u e  Cham pionship p la y o f f  in  Jan u a ry , 1964 ( G ra m b lin ite , 
1976). The t r i p  to  C a l i f o r n ia  c o s t  th e  band $11,000 in
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a d d i t io n  to  th e  amount g iven  by th e  San Diego C h arg e rs . S ince 
th e  s t a t e  d id  n o t p ro v id e  funds fo r  th i s  k ind  o f  t r a v e l ,  th ey  
had to  r e ly  on d o n a tio n s , m a in ly  from A lum ni, b u s in e s s e s ,  e tc .  
Jones  who was th e  f i r s t  band d i r e c to r ,  took  charge  o f  r a i s in g  
th e  n e c e ss a ry  fu n d s . N eed less to  say , th e  money was th e re  
when i t  was tim e to  make th e  t r i p .  To conserve  money, th ey  
w ent to  th e  West c o a s t on th r e e  buses w ith o u t o v e rn ig h t s to p s .  
The San Diego M arine Base p rov ided  s le e p in g  q u a r t e r s .  In 
r e tu r n  fo r  th e  use o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  th e  band s tag e d  two 
c o n c e r ts  fo r  th e  m a rin es , p la y in g  to  s ta n d in g  room on ly  crowds 
who showed t h e i r  a p p r e c ia t io n  by g iv in g  them s e v e ra l  s tan d in g  
o v a t io n s  d u rin g  th e  p e rfo rm a n ces . The band, f ig u r a t i v e l y  
sp eak in g , " s to le  th e  show" from th e  f o o tb a l l  team s. In 
Septem ber, 1965, th e  T ig e r M arching Band p u t on a d a z z lin g  
h a l f - t im e  show when th e  D a lla s  Cowboys h o s ted  th e  W ashington 
R ed sk in s . The Cowboys p a id  a l l  o f  t h e i r  ex p en ses . The 
d i f f e r i n g  in g re d ie n ts  o f  tim p an i, organ  and m usic -o n -th e -m o v e , 
s e t  th e  T ig e r band a p a r t  from o th e r s .  The band was r e f e r r e d  
to  as "G ram bling"s O ther F o rte "  (Webre, 1965). The o th e r  
" F o r te "  a t t r a c t e d  s tu d e n ts  from a l l  over th e  c o u n try  who 
w anted to  go to  c o l le g e  and p la y  in  th e  m arching band.
G ram bling found i t s e l f  r e c e iv in g  a d i f f e r e n t  k ind  o f 
p u b l i c i t y  when a young w h ite  woman a p p lie d  to  a t te n d  in  1964. 
The S ta te  Board inform ed Jo n es  th a t  she would n o t be p e rm itte d  
to  r e g i s t e r .  She in  tu rn  re p o r te d  th i s  to  th e  J u s t i c e  D ep art­
ment and on May 6, 1965, th e  S ta te  Board re p o r te d  th a t  a
f e d e r a l  s u i t  had been f i l e d  a g a in s t  Grambling C o llege  to  
d e s e g re g a te  i t s  f a c i l i t i e s  (Board M inu tes, May 6, 1965).
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However, th e  r e a l  s to r y ,  a c co rd in g  to  Jo n es , was th a t  
Gram bling C o llege  had been a d m itt in g  s tu d e n ts  o f  a l l  ra c e s  
p r io r  to  th e  s u i t  w ith o u t q u e s t io n s .  There had been no reco rd  
o f  a t e s t  case  in  the  c o u r ts  up to  th i s  p o in t .  S u p e rin ten d en t 
W illiam  J .  Dodd and A s s is ta n t  S u p e rin ten d en t Mack Avants 
d ec ided  th a t  a t e s t  ca se  was needed in  o rd e r  to  make in t e g r a ­
t io n  l e g a l .  A young w hite  woman, Mary Jam ison, from 
L a fa y e t te ,  L o u is ian a , agreed  to  go th rough  th e  p r e l im in a r ie s  
o f  f i l i n g  fo r  adm ission , a c c e p tin g  r e j e c t i o n ,  and f i l i n g  th e  
s u i t .  The s u i t  was heard  in  Baton Rouge by Judge E. Gordon 
W est. Jones remembered th a t  he was th e  l a s t  w itn e ss  and Judge 
West had problem s w ith  some o f th e  s ta te m e n ts  he made w hile  on 
th e  w itn e ss  s ta n d . With a l l  o f  th e  ex c item en t o f  the  c a se , 
Jones  had fo rg o tte n  th e  purpose o f  th e  s u i t  and had taken  th e  
o a th  " to  t e l l  th e  t r u th "  s e r io u s ly .  The law yers f i n a l l y  g o t 
th ro u g h  to  him and convinced him to  say th a t  no s tu d e n t o f 
a n o th e r  race  had been ad m itted  to  G ram bling. Grambling and 
th e  S ta te  Board lo s t  th e  s u i t ,  thu s  p e rm itt in g  th e  young lad y  
to  r e g i s t e r .  "Soon a f t e r  t h a t ,  a young w h ite  man was 
a c c e p te d . His reaso n s  fo r  coming were n o t e d u c a tio n a l.  He 
came to  s t i r  up t ro u b le  and c r e a te  u n re s t  among th e  s tu d e n ts .  
I t  was h is  in f lu e n c e  th a t  le d  to  th e  p r o te s t  movement w hich 
o c c u rre d  in  1967" (In te rv e iw , Jo n e s , F ebruary  25, 1982).
Meanwhile "The Famous Face o f  P rez Jones"  had emerged. 
Not on ly  d id  he use h is  o r a to r y  s k i l l s  when ap p earin g  b e fo re  
th e  S ta te  Board, L e g is la tu re  and G overner, b u t e lsew here  a l s o .  
He re c e iv e d  numerous in v i ta t io n s  to  speak  from a l l  over th e
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c o u n try . He spoke a t  Brown U n iv e r s i ty ,  P rov idence , Rhode 
Is la n d  du rin g  i t s  B i-c e n te n n ia l C e le b ra tio n  in  1964, appearing  
w ith  such n o ta b le s  as S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  Dean Rusk and H arvard 
P re s id e n t  Nathan M. Pusey. In th e  a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by Sue 
Eakin c i te d  in  th e  G ram b lin ite  (1976) Jones was d e sc rib ed  as :
A d e d ic a te d  e d u c a to r , a po e t w ith  a w iza rd s ' 
command o f  th e  E n g lish  lan g u ag e , enough to  weave 
a s p e l l ,  a ham who could have won an O scar, a 
ro y a l Ambassador fo r  whomever he happens to  be 
r e p re s e n t in g  a t  th e  tim e - b la ck  p eo p le , L o u is ian a , 
th e  U nited  S ta te s  o f  A m erica. He spoke th e  language 
o f  whomever he was tu rn in g  h is  a t t e n t io n  to  a t  the  
moment -  c h i ld ,  j a n i t o r ,  o r th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .
I t  was under such c ircu m stan ces  th a t  on December 10, 1966, th e
S ta te  Board re q u e s te d  th a t  S u p e rin te n d e n t W illiam  J .  Dodd send
a te leg ram  o f  c o n g ra tu la t io n s  to  J o n e s , com plim enting him on
h is  s e rv ic e  tow ard a t h l e t i c s  and e d u c a tio n . He was honored by
th e  Touchdown Club o f  W ashington, D.C. fo r  h is  s c h o o l 's  f in e
p a r t i c i p a t io n  in  a t h l e t i c s .  The te leg ram  read :
The S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  is  proud o f your 
accom plishm ents as B aseb a ll Coach o f  tw e n ty -f iv e  
y e a rs  and your award fo r  e x c e p tio n a l c o n tr ib u t io n  
to  ed u c a tio n  and a t h l e t i c s .  C o n g ra tu la tio n s  on 
b r in g in g  th i s  g r e a t  honor to  your c o l le g e  and our 
e n t i r e  s t a t e .
The c o l le g e  con tinued  to  expand i t s  o f f e r in g s .  The 
Board approved th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  a b u s in ess  and o f f ic e  
ed u c a tio n  te a c h e r - t r a in in g  program a t  th e  F ebruary  3, 1967
m e etin g . I t  was d u rin g  1967 th a t  in d u s try ,  b u s in e s s ,  and 
governm ent began to  a c t iv e ly  r e c r u i t  b la ck  c o l le g e  g rad u a te s  
f o r  jo b s  in  th e  p r iv a te  s e c to r .  S tu d e n ts , e s p e c ia l ly  a t  
G ram bling, w ere n o t convinced th a t  th e re  were jo b s  fo r  b lacks  
o th e r  than  te a c h in g . Many o f  them were r e lu c ta n t  to  ta k e
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advan tage o f th e  n o n -te ach in g  o f f e r in g s .  The N a tio n a l Urban 
League became concerned because b la c k  s tu d e n ts  were no t ta k in g  
advan tage o f  th e  o f f e r s  from th e  n o n -te ach in g  s e c to r .  a t  
t h e i r  r e q u e s t ,  b la c k  c o l le g e s  began to  sponsor Annual C areer 
C lin ic s  so th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  would know th a t  th e  jo b s  were 
a c tu a l ly  e x i s t e n t  and a v a i la b le  i f  th e y  were p rep a re d . The 
f i r s t  c a re e r  co n fe ren ce  sponsored  by Grambling C ollege  was in  
1967. The few b la c k  g rad u a te s  employed in  n o n -te ach in g  p o s i­
t io n s  were re q u e s te d  to  s e rv e  as c o n s u lta n ts  so th a t  th e  
s tu d e n ts  would be convinced o f  th e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f jo b s  in th e  
n o n -te ach in g  f i e l d s .  The i n t e r e s t  o f  the  s tu d e n ts  peaked and 
fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e th e  e n ro llm e n t su rp asse d  4,000 (4 ,154)
(G ram b lin ite ) , 1 976).
Jones has been r e f e r r e d  to  as a g r e a t  h u m a n ita r ian . 
However, h is  love fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  was pu t to  the  t e s t  du ring  
th e  I 9 6 0 's .  That decade was e s p e c i a l l y  no ted  fo r  th e  p r o te s t  
d em o n stra tio n s  o f c o l le g e  s tu d e n ts .  Grambling C o lleg e , 
th rough  th e  e f f o r t s  o f  J o n e s , escaped th e  d e s t r u c t iv e  even ts  
d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  s i x t i e s .  But as was m entioned p re v io u s ly , 
th e  c o l le g e  s u f fe re d  a s tu d e n t u p r is in g  on O ctober 25, 1967. 
The s tu d e n ts  took  o ver th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  b u ild in g ,  s c ie n ce  
b u ild in g ,  f in e  a r t s  b u ild in g  and l i b r a r y .  They d is ru p te d  
c la s s e s  and b locked the  e n tra n c e  o f th e  a d m in is tr a tio n  
b u ild in g  f o r ty - e i g h t  h o u rs , day and n ig h t ,  O ctober 26-27, 
1967. S tu d en ts  a lso  d is re g a rd e d  curfew  hours and rem ained out 
o f  t h e i r  d o rm ito r ie s  a l l  n ig h t  - O ctober 26-27, 1967. The
a u d ito riu m  was taken  over fo r  th e  same p e rio d  o f  tim e .
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P ro te s t in g  what th e y  c a l le d ,  n e g le c t  o f  th e  academic program 
in  fa v o r  o f  a t h l e t i c s ,  more than  800 s tu d e n ts ,  com prising  20% 
o f  th e  s tu d e n t body, re s ig n e d  from th e  schoo l (N a tio n a l 
O b se rv e r, November 6, 1967).
The Times P icayune (O ctober 29, 1967), c a r r i e d  th e
fo llo w in g  h e a d lin e : "Guard On A le r t  Near G ram bling.
L o u is ian a  G overnor John M eKeithen, a c t in g  on th e  r e q u e s t o f  
P re s id e n t  J o n e s , c a l le d  ou t 600 N a tio n a l Guardsmen to  b lock  
f u r th e r  u p ro a r by s tu d e n ts  who com plained th a t  over em phasis 
on s p o r ts  caused  ' academ ic m e d io c r i ty ' a t  G ram bling ." The 
a r t i c l e  r e f e r r e d  to  a r e c e n t n a t io n a l  m agazine a r t i c l e  th a t  
d e a l t  w ith  th e  c o l le g e s ' " f o o tb a l l  b e e f  t r u s t . "  There were in  
f a c t ,  two a r t i c l e s  t h a t  appeared  in  n a t io n a l  m agazines a t  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  O ctober; E s q u ir e 's  (1967) a r t i c l e ,  "100 Yards and 
60 M inutes o f  B lack Power" and True (1 967), "A W h istle  Stop 
School With Big T a le n t ,"  r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  a t h l e t i c  program a t  
Gram bling C o lleg e . Those a r t i c l e s  m ight have been th e  " s traw  
th a t  b roke th e  cam els ' back" so to  speak . But P re s id e n t Jones 
thou g h t th a t  th e  s tu d e n t p r o te s to r s  used t h e i r  argum ents o f 
a c a d e m ic s -v e r s u s - a th le t ic s  as an excuse f o r  th e  p r o t e s t .  
W il l ie  Z a n d e rs , who was th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  p r o te s t  g roup , 
e x p la in e d :
Like many S outhern  Negro s c h o o ls , Grambling is  
u n ab le  to  produce th e  s o r t  o f atm osphere conducive 
to  le a rn in g  th a t  th e  S outhern  Negro so d e s p e ra te ly  
n ee d s . T h a t, b a s ic a l l y ,  i s  th e  problem , and th a t  i s  
our c o m p la in t. The average  S ou thern  Negro who comes 
to  c o l le g e  comes in  a deep sense  o f  d e p re ss io n  caused 
by h is  low s o c ia l  and economic s ta tu s  in  th e  system .
He f e a r s  s t r i v i n g  fo r  b e t te r in g  h is  c o n d itio n  o r in  
some c a ses  he j u s t  d o e s n 't  want to .  For th i s  I blame 
th e  system  and th e  Negro c o l le g e  a d m in is t r a to r s .  The
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i n a b i l i t y  o f  th e  Negro sch o o l in  th e  South to  f u l f i l l  
th e  Negro s tu d e n ts ' needs can be a s s o c ia te d  d i r e c t l y  
w ith  th e  i n a b i l i t y  o r u n w ill in g n e s s  o f th e  Negro 
le a d e rs  to  e f f e c t  th e  n e c e ssa ry  changes. T h e y 're  too 
t i e d  up w ith  th e  w h ite  power s t r u c t u r e .  I t  is  n o t 
j u s t  s p o r t s .  T h a t 's  j u s t  a sm all p a r t  o f  i t  (N a tio n a l 
O b se rv e r, November 6, 1967).
Campus le a d e rs  in vo lved  in  th e  w alkout were e x p e lle d . On
December 5, 1967, th e  S ta te  Board heard  the  ev idence p re sen ted
by th e  c o l le g e  and th e  s tu d e n ts .  The s e s s io n  was em o tio n a l,
w ith  P re s id e n t Jones b reak in g  down on s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s .
A f te r  alm ost fo u r te e n  hours o f  te s tim o n y , th e  Board found th a t
th e  D is c ip l in a r y  Committee o f  Grambling C o llege  was com plete ly
j u s t i f i e d  in  e x p e llin g  a l l  a p p e la n ts  based  on charges b rough t
a g a in s t  them. E igh teen  o f  th e  e x p e lle d  s tu d e n ts  chose to
c a r ry  th e  m a tte r  to  c o u r t .  U.S. D i s t r i c t  Judge Ben C. Dawkins
upheld  the  ex p u ls io n  (Board M inu tes, December 5 , 1967).
To a group o f  f r u s t r a t e d  s tu d e n ts  i t  may have appeared 
th a t  th e re  was an over em phasis on a t h l e t i c s .  The a th le t e s  
were on s c h o la r s h ip ,  re c e iv e d  f r e e  books and t r a v e le d  to  
v a r io u s  p la c e s .  U n fo rtu n a te ly  academ ics was no t a ffo rd e d  th e  
p u b l i c i t y  com mensurate w ith  th a t  o f th e  a t h l e t i c s  as m entioned 
in  th e  two p rev io u s  a r t i c l e s .  L ife  fo r  the  average  s tu d e n t a t  
Grambling C ollege  was co n s id e red  d u l l  by most s ta n d a rd s . 
There w ere a few academ ic s c h o la r s h ip s  fo r  th e  f i r s t  and 
second p la ce  h igh  sch o o l g ra d u a te s  and a T. H. H a rr is  S ch o la r­
sh ip  program f o r  th o se  who m a in ta in ed  a "B" av e ra g e . The 
av e rag e  s tu d e n t was on work s tu d y  and had no e x t r a  money. 
There was a curfew  o f  11:00 p.m . and l i g h t s  ou t by 12:00 mid­
n ig h t .  The s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s is te d  o f  a S atu rday  n ig h t
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dance, v e sp e rs  on Sunday n ig h t ,  a movie on Monday n ig h t and, 
p la y  n ig h t on Thursday.
D esp ite  a l l  o f  h is  m agnetism , Jones was n o t ab le  to  
c o n ta in  th e  s tu d e n t s . The w alkout was a sp o n tan e o u s , in t e r n a l  
e f f o r t  to  upgrade th e  q u a l i ty  o f  ed u c a tio n  and s tu d e n t l i f e  a t  
G ram bling. I t  was a c l e a r  s ig n  th a t  th e  younger g e n e ra tio n  o f 
S ou thern  b la c k s  were n o t e a s i l y  p a c if ie d  and were w il l in g  to  
ap p ly  th e  p r o te s t  m ethods as a means o f im proving t h e i r  l o t  in  
th e  b la ck  community as w e ll as in  a l l - w h i te  swimming poo ls and 
r e s t a u r a n t s .
Edward P u rv is , Development C o o rd in a to r , ag reed  th a t  
th e  p r o te s t s  d id  some good. The changes how ever, most 
a f f e c te d  campus r e g u la t io n s  and n o t academ ic s ta n d a rd s . He
The p r o te s t  made us reco g n ize  s tu d e n t le a d e rs  
fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e . We were caugh t in  th e  m id st o f  
th e  re v o lu tio n  ta k in g  p la c e  among th e  y o u n g s te rs .
We w e re 'n t changing f a s t  enough and we le a rn e d  th a t  
in s te a d  o f  be ing  r i g i d ,  as p a r t  o f the  e s ta b lis h m e n t, 
we should  become more f l e x i b l e .  The dem o n stra tio n  
served  a w orthw hile  purpose and I th in k  we have grown from 
from i t  ( In te rv ie w , P u rv is , Jan u a ry  6, 1982).
The subject of a recent National Broadcasting Company
Sunday night movie, "Grambling"s White Tiger," James Gregory
a r r iv e d  a t  Grambling in  A ugust, 1968 to  p la y  f o o tb a l l .  There
i s  n o th in g  unusual abou t a s tu d e n t a r r i v in g  to  p la y  f o o tb a l l ,
b u t fo r  th i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p la y e r  i t  was d i f f e r e n t  ; he was w h ite .
G regory h a i le d  from C orcoran , C a l i f o r n ia ,  where he had been
recruited by a member of the Grambling football coaching
s t a f f ,  Edwin S tev e n s , who was a lso  w h ite . S tev e n s , who p layed
f o r  Fresno S ta t e ,  had a Gram bling g rad u a te  fo r  a h igh  schoo l
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coach . His d u t ie s  were co n fin ed  p r im a r i ly  to  sco u tin g  and 
r e c r u i t i n g  a f t e r  he jo in e d  th e  T ig er F o o tb a l l  S ta f f  a t  
G ram bling.
G regory found h im se lf  in  th e  r o le  o f  a th i r d  s t r in g  
q u a r te rb a c k  th ro u g h o u t h is  c o l le g e  c a re e r .  James H a r r is ,  th e  
f i r s t  b la c k  q u a r te rb a c k  s e le c te d  by a p ro f e s s io n a l  team, was 
th e  s e n io r  q u a r te rb a c k  in  1968. T h e re fo re , G regorys ' chances 
o f  becoming number one q u a r te rb a c k  were v e ry  s lim . A f te r  
H a rr is  was d r a f te d  by th e  B uffa lo  B i l l s ,  Matthew Reed, a lo c a l  
s t a r  q u a rte rb a c k  from Monroe, L o u is ia n a , moved in to  th e  number 
one p o s i t i o n .  Even though G regory nev e r d id  make th e  number 
one s p o t, he rem ained w ith  th e  team and g rad u a ted  from 
Gram bling C o lleg e , August 2, 1973 hav ing  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  
be in g  th e  second w h ite  to  g rad u a te  from Gram bling C o lleg e . He 
was proceeded by Coach S tev e n s ' w ife , D oris S tev e n s, who 
g rad u a ted  on December 15, 1972 (In te rv ie w , Wormley, F ebruary  
26, 1982).
The m ovie, "G ram b ling 's  White T ig e r ,"  was adapted  from 
th e  book. My L i t t l e  B ro th e r 's  Coming Tommorrow, by Bruce 
B ahrenburg , w r i t t e n  in  1971. The book i s  an accoun t o f the  
sc h o o ls  f i r s t  w h ite  a t h l e t e  and th e  s c h o o l 's  1970 f o o tb a l l  
s ea so n , when G regory d id  g e t to  p la y  in  a game and threw  th e  
w inning  touchdown (B ahrenburg , 1971).
Grambling was ag a in  in  th e  h e a d lin e s  in  1969. The 
Morning A dvocate (Baton Rouge, A p ril 23, 1969,) re p o r te d  th a t  
a p ro je c te d  d e f i c i t  a t  Grambling fo r  th e  f i s c a l  y ea r was $1 .2  
m i l l i o n .  L e g is la t iv e  A u d ito r J .  B. L a n c a s te r  tra c e d  th e
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problem  to  th e  1967-68 f i s c a l  y ea r when th e  c o l le g e s ' appro­
p r ia t i o n  based on sem este r c r e d i t  hours was cu t by $360,000 
over th e  p rev io u s  y e a r  and o th e r  income was down by $41,000. 
The a u d i to r  made recom m endations geared  to  p la c in g  th e  c o l le g e  
on sound f i s c a l  g rounds, one o f  which was th a t  G rambling was 
ad v ised  to  subm it a r e a l i s t i c  budget w ith in  a v a i la b le  funds 
f o r  1969-70, "even i f  t h i s  means c u t t in g  an d /o r  f re e z in g  
s a l a r i e s  and a r e d u c t io n  in  p e rs o n n e l ."
When th e  Board met on May 8, P re s id e n t  T a n n e h ill 
re p o r te d  th a t  th e  s i t u a t io n  a t  G rambling was n o t as bad as i t  
was f i r s t  p ro je c te d .  P r e s id e n t Jones was allow ed to  r e p o r t  to  
th e  Board concern ing  th e  s i t u a t i o n .  In h is  u su a l "w hatever 
th e  s i t u a t io n  demands" v o ic e , he s ta t e d  th a t  he had n o t been 
g iven  a chance to  r e f u t e  th e  a c c u sa tio n s  and a l le g a t io n s  
re g a rd in g  h is  a b i l i t y  to  run th e  c o l le g e .  He p o in ted  ou t th a t  
th e  problem w ith  th e  f in a n c e s  had o cc u rre d  over a p e rio d  o f 
abou t th re e  y e a rs .  A ccording to  th e  re c o rd , i t  was ap p a re n t 
t h a t  th e  D iv is io n  o f  A d m in is tra tio n  and th e  governo r had been 
aware o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  s i t u a t io n  and had prom ised to  r e c t i f y  
th e  prob lem s. A d e f ic ie n c y  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  $662,000 had been 
overlooked  a t  th e  p rev io u s  r e g u la r  s e s s io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
o th e rw ise  th e  c ircu m s tan c es  would n o t have su rfa c e d  a t  a l l .  
The rem ain ing  d e f i c i t  was to  be absorbed  over a p e r io d  o f 
th re e  o r fo u r  y e a rs .  The Board went on reco rd  as g iv in g  Jones 
a  unanimous v o te  o f  co n fid en ce  (Board M inu tes, May 8 , 1969).
There i s  no doubt th a t  over th e  y e a r s , Jones had been 
a b le  to  g a in  and ho ld  th e  co n fid en ce  o f th e  members o f  th e
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Board o f  E d u c a tio n . The Board m inu tes  (March 21, 1969)
re v e a le d  th a t  more and more he was b eing  asked to  le a d  th e  
opening  p ra y e r  a t  Board m e e tin g s . He was asked to  g iv e  th e  
b e n e d ic tio n  a t  th e  mem orial s e rv ic e  on March 21, 1969, fo r  th e  
p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  Board, A. D. S m ith, who was k i l l e d  in  an
au tom ob ile  a c c id e n t .  No o th e r  b la c k  man in  L o u is ian a  had
advanced to  th a t  ra n k . Over th e  y e a rs  he had gained  c o n f i­
dence in  h is  a b i l i t y  to  n e g o t ia te  w ith  th e  a l l - w h i te  bo ard . 
He was n o t beyond g iv in g  sm all tokens  to  them from th e  farm . 
For a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  y e a rs ,  board  members re c e iv e d  peaches from 
th e  Grambling o rch a rd s  in  th e  summer and tu rk e y s  from th e  
p o u lt r y  s e c t io n  a t  T hanksg iv ing  and C h ris tm as . This was h is  
way o f  showing h is  a p p r e c ia t io n  fo r  sm all fa v o rs  in  th e  p a s t 
and a rem inder to  h e lp  in  th e  f u tu r e .
The Board d i r e c te d  Dr. F. J .  T a y lo r , P re s id e n t  o f
L o u is ia n a  Tech U n iv e r s ity , to  c o n fe r  upon P re s id e n t  Jo n e s , an 
H onorary D o c to r 's  D egree as soon as p o s s ib le .  This honor was 
to  be c o n fe rre d  upon him f o r  h is  o u ts ta n d in g  s e rv ic e  to
e d u c a tio n , n o t o n ly  a t  Grambling C o lleg e  b u t th ro u g h o u t th e  
s t a t e  (Board M inu tes, Jan u a ry  9, 1970). The S h rev ep o rt Times 
(F eb ru a ry  24, 1970) p a id  t r i b u t e  to  P r e s id e n t Jones when i t  
p u b lish e d  th e  fo llo w in g ;
The r a c i a l  problem  in  th e  c o u n try  is  r e a l  enough, 
b u t u n d ern ea th  a l l  th e  s u r fa c e  tu rb u le n c e  th e re  ru n s , 
we b e l ie v e ,  a broad  c u r r e n t  o f  am ity  and u n d e rs ta n d in g  
th a t  o f te n  d o e s n 't  g e t th e  a t t e n t io n  i t  d e s e rv e s . As 
an example o f  th i s  d ee p e r-ru n n in g  u n d e rs ta n d in g , we c i t e  
L o u is ian a  T e ch 's  announced p la n  f o r  h o n o ring  Dr. Ralph 
W. E. Jo n e s , Grambling C o llege  p re s id e n t  a t  i t s  w in te r  
q u a r te r  commencement e x e rc is e  on March 5. Dr. F. J .  
T a y lo r , Tech p r e s id e n t  and head o f  th e  S ta te  Board 
C o lleg es  P r e s id e n t 's  C ouncil, w i l l  c o n fe r  th e  R uston
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U n iv e r s i ty 's  d o c to r  o f  laws degree on Dr. Jones - on ly  
th e  fo u r th  tim e Tech has extended such an honor in  i t s  
long h i s to r y .  A c tu a lly , even w ider r e c o g n itio n  f o r  th e  
Grambling le a d e r  is  in v o lv ed , s in c e  th e  Tech p re s e n ta ­
tio n  was a u th o r iz e d  by th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation , 
w hich c o n tro ls  n in e  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  in  
L o u is ian a .
An even b ig g e r  t r i b u t e  was th e  number o f  o u ts ta n d in g  g u e s ts ,  
in c lu d in g  s t a t e  S u p e rin te n d e n t Dodd, who came to  sh a re  in  th e  
o c c a s io n .
At th e  June 26, 1970 m eeting  o f  th e  Board, a m otion 
was passed  unanim ously to  w aive th e  com pulsory re t i r e m e n t  age 
o f  s ix ty - f i v e  y e a rs  fo r  Jo n e s . Board p r e s id e n t ,  Fred 
T a n n e h il l  s ta te d  th a t  th i s  was a t r i b u t e  to  a f in e  C h r is t ia n  
man who w e ll d eserved  th i s  hono r. Jones exp ressed  h is  
a p p re c ia t io n  to  th e  board  fo r  th i s  a c t io n .  However, he was 
sp e e c h le s s  a t  f i r s t ,  one o f  th e  few tim es th a t  he had been a t  
a lo s s  f o r  words (Board M inu tes, June 26, 1970). The n o t i c e ­
a b le  d if f e re n c e  in  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between th e  Board and 
Jones  was m arkedly d i f f e r e n t  than  w ith  F e lto n  C la rk , p a s t  
p r e s id e n t  o f  S ou thern  U n iv e r s i ty .  The Board inform ed C la rk  
when he was n e a rin g  s i x t y - f i v e ,  th a t  he should  subm it h is  
l e t t e r  re q u e s t in g  r e t i r e m e n t .  When he d id , th e y  r e a d i ly  
ac cep te d  h is  l e t t e r  and im m ediately  appo in ted  G. Leon 
N e t t e r v i l l e ,  A cting  P r e s id e n t .
D uring th e  f a l l  o f  1970, a r e p o r t  from th e  budget 
a n a ly s t .  Jack  E. H ightow er, J r . ,  showed th a t  Grambling was 
s t i l l  ex p e rie n c in g  f in a n c ia l  p rob lem s. Grambling C o llege  a t  
t h i s  p o in t was w ith o u t a b u s in e s s  m anager. One o f H igh tow ers ' 
recom m endations was th a t  a q u a l i f ie d  b u s in e ss  manager was
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im p e ra t iv e . He should  be g iv en  a u th o r i ty  to  make n e c e ss a ry
changes in  p o l i c ie s  and p ro ced u re s  in  th e  G eneral A d m in is tra ­
t i v e  and A ccounting  O ff ic e  (H ightow er, September 10, 1970). A 
b u s in e s s  manager was h ire d  b u t Grambling con tin u ed  to  be 
p lagued  by f in a n c ia l  woes. The en ro llm en t f lu c tu a te d  causing  
p ro je c te d  budget f ig u re s  to  be o u t o f l i n e .  Added to  a l l  o f  
t h i s  was th e  f a c t  th a t  80.3% o f  the  Grambling s tu d e n t body 
re c e iv e d  some type  o f  a id .  Because Jones could n o t say  "no",
s tu d e n ts  were n o t v e ry  o f te n  tu rn e d  away. " I f  th ey  d o n 't  go
to  G ram bling, th e y  d o n 't  go anyw here, th e y 'v e  g o t no p la c e  to  
go" (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). Through h is  con tinued  p o l i t i c a l
e f f o r t s ,  th e  Board, th e  j o i n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  budget com m ittee and 
th e  g o v e rn o r, a llow ed G ram bling C ollege to  co n tin u e  w ith o u t 
c lo s in g  o r even p u b lic iz in g  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  f in a n c ia l  
s i t u a t io n  was shaky.
The Board extended Jo n es  term as p re s id e n t  ag a in  in  
1971 and suspended i t s  r e t i r e m e n t  r u l e s .  In May, 1971, a
com m ittee from th e  Board was app o in ted  to  meet w ith  Jones  a t
G ram bling to  work ou t a s o lu t io n  to  th e  f in a n c ia l  p rob lem s.
The F inance Committee o f  th e  board was to  make th e  f i n a l
d e c is io n  in  th e  m a tte r .  To make m a tte rs  worse f o r  th e
f in a n c i a l l y  p lagued c o l le g e .  Governor McKeithen f e l t  i t  was 
n e c e ss a ry  to  c u t th e  budgets  o f  the  e d u c a tio n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s  
by 3%. Even though a l l  o f  th e  c o l le g e  p r e s id e n t 's  p r o te s te d ,  
th e  w ishes o f  th e  governo r p re v a i le d  and th e  sch o o ls  were 
fo rced  to  o p e ra te  from sm a lle r  a p p ro p r ia t io n s .
At th e  December 9, 1971 m eeting , th e  Board once aga in
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g ra n te d  a w aiver o f  re t i r e m e n t  f o r  Jo n es . A gain, Jones 
thanked  th e  Board fo r  t h e i r  v o te  o f  co n fidence  in  him. He 
inform ed th e  Board th a t  he and th e  band o f  Grambling C ollege 
had been in v i te d  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f  th e  new 
p re s id e n t  o f  L ib e r ia  in  A f r ic a .  He req u es ted  th a t  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  be allow ed to  p a r t i c i p a t e  on a m onetary b a s is  in  
o rd e r  t h a t  th e  c r e d i t  l i n e s  on th e  docum entary film  would read  
"L ousiana  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n ."  The Board g ran ted  Jones 
p e rm iss io n  to  p a r t i c i p a t e  f in a n c i a l l y  up to  $10,000 (Board 
M inu tes, December 9, 1971). The Board a lso  agreed  to  send one 
o f  i t s  members to  th e  in a u g u ra tio n . The S ta te  T im es, 
(December 31, 1971) c a r r i e d  th e  s to r y ;  "G rambling Band F lie s  
to  L ib e r ia  fo r  In a u g u ra t io n ."
The 150 p ie c e  G ram bling C o llege  band l e f t  h ere  
Thursday to  perform  a t  th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f L i b e r ia 's  
new p r e s id e n t ,  W illiam  T o lb e r t ,  in  Monrovia Sunday 
th rough  Tuesday. P r e s id e n t Nixon d es ig n a ted  th e  band as 
p a r t  o f  th e  o f f i c i a l  U. S. envoy, headed by Mrs. Nixon, 
and a u th o r iz e d  th e  band to  use A ir Force t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  
Grambling P re s id e n t  R. W. E. Jones and S ta te  E ducation  
S u p e rin te n d e n t W illiam  J .  Dodd accompanied th e  band.
Jones "gave a most e n te r ta in in g  and e n l ig h te n in g  
acco u n t o f  h is  t r i p  w ith  th e  Gram bling Band to  th e  in a u g u ra ­
t io n  o f  th e  p re s id e n t  o f  L ib e r ia ,  one o f  the  o ld e s t  r e p u b l ic s  
in  A f r ic a ,"  to  the  Board when he r e tu rn e d . F i l l e d  w ith  
t h e a t r i c s ,  he d e sc r ib e d  th e  scene from th e  rev iew ing  s tan d  as 
he s a t  behind  M rs. Nixon:
L ad ies  and gen tlem en , a w h is t le  blew, a young man 
h o is te d  th e  f l a g .  I saw th e  S ta r s  and S t r i p e s . . .  And 
then  an o th e r  w h is tle  blew and a n o th e r  young man h o is te d  
a n o th e r  f l a g .  The P e lic a n  was th e r e :  L o u is ian a , our
s t a t e ,  and a f e e l in g  came over me. A nother w h is t le  blew. 
A nother f la g  was h o is te d .  This tim e, G ram bling. And 
th a t  Gram bling band s t r u t t e d  ou t th e re  w ith  th e  "S ta rs
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and S tr ip e s  F orever"  and som ething in s id e  me churned .
I 'd  been in  t h i s  co u n try  a l l  my d ay s , b u t never so 
proud as when th a t  band s tru c k  up ' The S ta r s  and 
S tr ip e s  F o r e v e r . ' And I r e a l iz e d  I was l i v in g  the 
American D ream ... When th a t  f la g  passed  and 800 or 
more fo r e ig n e r s  applauded th a t  American f l a g ,  I r e a l ­
ized  how much I loved th e se  U nited  S ta te s  (Board M inu tes, 
March 2, 1972) .
In l a t e  1972 as in  1967, th e  s tu d e n ts  p ro te s te d .  
A gain, th e  s ta t e d  rea so n  fo r  th e  p r o te s t  was a t t r ib u t e d  to  a 
focus on over-em phasis  o f  a t h l e t i c s .  I r o n ic a l ly ,  Jo n e s , th e  
f o o tb a l l  team, th e  band, and a la rg e  number o f  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s
were in  H onolu lu , Hawaii f o r  a  f o o tb a l l  game w ith  th e
U n iv e rs ity  o f  H aw aii. Dr. E. L. C ole , V ic e -p re s id e n t o f th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  had been l e f t  in  charge  as was th e  custom when 
Jones was ou t o f  town ( In te rv ie w , C ole , Jan u ary  8, 1982).
There was no need fo r  th e  N a tio n a l G uard, even though th e re
was c o n s id e ra b le  damage th i s  tim e . G lass was broken ou t o f 
th e  d in in g  h a l l  and f i r e  was s e t  to  th e  wooden b le a c h e r s .  
When q u es tio n ed  by th e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s ,  Jones p roc la im ed : 
"I 'm  proud o f  our alum ni who have become d o c to r s , law y ers , and 
e d u c a to rs . But I h a v e n 't  seen  anyone y e t who would pay s ix  
d o l l a r s  to  w atch a p h y s ic s  c la s s "  ( S h rev ep o rt T im es, Jan u a ry  
13, 1973). E leven s tu d e n ts  were e x p e lle d  by th e  G rambling
C o llege  D is c ip l in a r y  Board. Judge Ben C. Dawkins o rdered  th e  
Board to  conduct h e a rin g s  in  th e  m a tte r .  The Board a ffirm ed  
th e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  D is c ip l in a ry  Board and s a n c tio n ed  th e  
a c t io n  taken  (Board M inu tes, J a n u a ry  13, 1973).
G ram bling C ollege  was proud o f  i t s  g ra d u a te s , 
s tu d e n ts ,  and i t s  u n d e rg rad u a te  program . Some o f  the  Alumni 
began to  r e q u e s t g ra d u a te  o f f e r in g s .  They p r e fe r re d  to  r e tu r n
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to  f a m il i a r  t e r r i t o r y  to  do g ra d u a te  s tu d y  (In te rv ie w , Cole, 
J an u ary  9 , 1982). The a d m in is tr a t io n  was r e lu c ta n t  to  move in  
th a t  d i r e c t i o n  because o f im plied  r e f u s a l  by th e  Board. 
However, th e y  ac cep te d  th e  c h a lle n g e  by th e  A lum ni, and on 
F eb ru ary  16, 1973, th e  Board g ra n te d  Grambling C ollege
p e rm iss io n  to  ap p ly  to  th e  L o u is ian a  C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil fo r  
H igher E ducation  fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  c e r t a in  g rad u a te  
program s fo r  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  (Board M inu tes, F ebruary  16, 
1973). While d e l ib e r a t io n s  proceeded on th e  g rad u a te  program , 
Gram bling re q u e s te d  and re c e iv e d  p e rm iss io n  to  o f f e r  th e  
A ss o c ia te  o f  a r t s  deg ree  in  s e v e ra l  f i e ld s  ; A utom otive S ales 
and M arketing , Bookkeeping and A ccoun ting , B usiness D ata P ro­
c e s s in g , G eneral C le r ic a l ,  and O ff ic e  A d m in is tra tio n . The 
C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil fo r  H igher E ducation  approved the  
G raduate Programs in  E a r ly  Childhood and E lem entary  E duca tion , 
o f f e r in g  a M aster o f  S cience  in  E lem entary  E d u ca tio n . The 
f i r s t  co u rse s  were o f fe re d  du rin g  th e  summer s e s s io n  o f 
1973 ( In te rv ie w , Cole, J an u ary  8 , 1982).
Three d ecad es , from 1940 to  1970, b rough t phenomenal 
grow th fo r  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. The i n s t i t u t i o n  was 
g ra n te d  the  s ta t u s  o f  a s e n io r  c o l le g e  and d e s p ite  th e  h an d i­
caps o f  World War I I ,  th e  schoo l g rad u a ted  i t s  f i r s t  fo u r-y e a r  
c l a s s  in  1944. The c o l le g e  embarked on a v e n tu re  in  a t h l e t i c s  
which e v e n tu a l ly  b rough t p u b l i c i t y  and n o to r i e ty  to  th e  sm all 
sch o o l n e s t l e d  in  th e  h i l l s  o f  N orth  L o u is ia n a . P re s id e n t 
Jo n e s , th ro u g h  an unusual s ty le  fo r  a b la c k  man d u rin g  th a t  
e r a ,  was s u c c e s s fu l  in  g e t t in g  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  change the  
name o f  th e  sch o o l to  G rambling C o lleg e .
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Jones used h is  unique s ty le  and showmanship to  woo the 
lo c a l  w h ite s  and s t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  in to  g iv in g  more a id  to  the  
sc h o o l. In th e  p ro c e s s , th e  Board approved th e  t r a in in g  o f  
secondary  te a c h e rs  and Jones c u l t iv a te d  a s p e c ia l  r e l a t i o n s h ip  
w ith  Governor E a r l K. Long. This r e l a t i o n s h ip  led  to  s p e c ia l  
fa v o rs  such as th e  a c q u is i t i o n  o f  a herd  o f  J e r s e y  cows fo r  
th e  d a i ry .  The c o l le g e  e s p e c ia l ly  expe rienced  a g ia n t  
b u i ld in g  program d u rin g  th e  5 0 's  and 6 0 's .  The p re s s  o f  
b la c k  s tu d e n ts  to  e n te r  a l l - w h i te  i n s t i t u t i o n s  seemed to  have 
g iven  im petus to  th e  b u ild in g  program .
The c o l le g e  a lso  expe rien ced  m ajor changes in s o fa r  as 
academ ic program s were concerned . The c o l le g e  was reo rg an ized  
in to  d iv i s io n s  to  more e f f e c t iv e ly  se rv e  th e  s tu d e n ts .  The 
c o l le g e  was a lso  a u th o riz e d  to  o f f e r  p re -m ed ic in e , p re - la w  and 
p r e - d e n i s t r y  program s th rough  th e  d iv i s io n  o f  L ib e ra l A r ts .  
To f u r th e r  meet th e  needs o f  a s p ir in g  s tu d e n ts ,  th e  c o l le g e  
a p p lie d  fo r  and re c e iv e d  p erm issio n  to  o f f e r  th e  A sso c ia te  o f 
A rts  D egree, and f i n a l l y  g rad u a te  co u rses  le a d in g  to  a M aster 
o f  S cience Degree in  E a rly  Childhood E ducation  and E lem entary  
E d u ca tio n .
Jones was g iven  fo u r  ex te n s io n s  from r e t ir e m e n t a f t e r  
he reached  th e  age o f  s ix ty - f i v e .  G rambling C ollege  was in t e ­
g ra te d  by i t s  f i r s t  w h ite  s tu d e n t in  1965 and the  f i r s t  w hite  
f o o tb a l l  p la y e r  a r r iv e d  in  1968. The c o l le g e  exp e rien ced  
m ajor p r o te s t  movements in  1967 and 1972 because  o f  what the  
s tu d e n ts  b e l ie v e d  to  be an over em phasis on a t h l e t i c s .  
G ram b ling 's  band was in v i te d  to  a t te n d  th e  in a u g u ra tio n  o f the
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p r e s id e n t  o f  L ib e r ia  and was g iven  f r e e  accom odations by the  
governm ent p er o rd e rs  from P re s id e n t Nixon. Through a l l  o f  
th o se  in c id e n t s ,  G rambling s u f fe re d  f in a n c ia l  tro u b le s  th a t  
seemed to  g e t worse r a th e r  than  b e t t e r ,  d e s p i te  th e  f a c t  th a t  
th e  i t a t e  o f f i c i a l s  were a p p a re n tly  co g n izan t o f  th e  t o t a l  
f in a n c ia l  p ic tu r e .
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C hapter VI 
THE COLLEGE ACHIEVES UNIVERSITY STATUS
T his c h a p te r  cove rs  th e  p e r io d  o f  tim e in  which 
Grambling a t ta in e d  u n iv e r s i ty  s t a t u s .  A g ra d u a te  d iv i s io n  was 
c re a te d  in  1975, th e  f i r s t  g rad u a te  deg rees  were c o n fe r re d , 
and th e  f i r s t  H onorary D octor o f  Laws Degree was aw arded. 
E a rly  in  1977, P re s id e n t Jones announced h is  p lan s  to  r e t i r e  
and Dr. Jo seph  B. Johnson was chosen as h is  s u c c e s s o r . The 
a d m in is tr a t io n  o f  Dr. Jones d i l l i g e n t l y  worked to  a t t a i n  
u n iv e r s i ty  and g ra d u a te  le v e l  s t a tu s  a t  G rambling C o lleg e . 
The movement was made e a s i e r  w ith  th e  adven t o f  th e  M aster o f 
Science  degree  in  E lem entary  E duca tion . Armed w ith  th a t  
accom plishm ent, th e  c o l le g e  re q u es ted  u n iv e r s i ty  d e s ig n a tio n . 
On May 16, 1974 th e  Board approved th e  name change from
Gram bling C o llege  to  Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  The re q u e s t 
was o f f i c i a l l y  in tro d u ced  d u rin g  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s io n  as 
House B i l l  number 35. There was no o p p o s itio n  from th e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and Act number 178 was s igned  by th e  gov ern o r, 
J u ly  12, 1974 (L e g is la t iv e  A c ts , 1974).
G raduate D iv is io n  C rea ted
In o rd e r  to  e f f i c i e n t l y  o p e ra te  th e  g ra d u a te  program , 
a g rad u a te  d iv i s io n  was e s ta b l is h e d  to  p ro v id e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  
fo r  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  : improve th e i r  p ro f e s s io n a l  competence
136
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th ro u g h  advanced s tu d y  and s c h o la r ly  r e s e a rc h ,  to  develop  a 
b ro a d e r  and deeper u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  human know ledge, and to  
p re p a re  them f o r  f u r th e r  g ra d u a te  s tu d ie s .  The d iv i s io n  was 
p la ced  under th e  d i r e c t  s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  V ic e -p re s id e n t o f 
Academic A f f a i r s .  The G raduate  C ouncil, th e  p o l ic y  making and 
r e g u la to ry  body fo r  th e  g ra d u a te  program , was composed o f  
e x - o f f ic o  members, f a c u l ty  members and two g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  
ap p o in ted  by th e  Dean o f  th e  D iv is io n  o f  G raduate S tu d ie s . 
The G raduate Dean was to  se rv e  as chairm an o f  th e  G raduate 
C ouncil ( B u l le t in ,  1975).
M. S. - E a r ly  Childhood and E lem entary  E ducation
The g ra d u a te  program  in  e a r ly  ch ildhood  and e lem en ta ry  
ed u c a tio n  grew o u t o f  a r e q u e s t  and concern  f o r  an advanced 
t r a in in g  program a t  an i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t ,  by t r a d i t i o n ,  had 
been no ted  fo r  i t s  s t r e n g th  and q u a l i ty  in  u n d erg rad u a te  
te a c h e r  p r e p a r a t io n .  R ecognizing  th e  s p e c ia l  needs o f  th e  
d isad v a n tag ed  le a r n e r s  t h a t  th e se  s tu d e n ts  would have to  work 
w ith , th e  program s w ere designed  to  p ro v id e  a c r e a t iv e  
ap p ro ach . M otivated  by th e  o r ig in a l  p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  — making l i f e  b e t t e r  fo r  b o th  s tu d e n t and 
p a re n t  — th e  program s em phasized in t e r p r e t i n g  and changing 
th e  b eh a v io r o f  p u p il s  in  and o u t o f  th e  c lassro o m . The 
program s were opened to  n o n -ed u ca tio n  m a jo rs , w h ile  th e  focus 
r e s te d  on " e f f e c t iv e n e s s  in  perform ance and com petence in  th e  
te a c h in g  and le a rn in g  a c t"  ( B u l l e t i n ,  1975).
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G raduate O ffe r in g s  Expanded
S tu d en ts  im m ediately  took  advan tage o f  th e  expanded 
g ra d u a te  program s o f fe re d  a t  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  and 
e n ro l le d  in  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers to  ad e q u a te ly  su p p o rt th e  
o f f e r in g s .  On O ctober 18, 1974, th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil o f 
H igher E ducation  approved th e  M aster o f  A rts  in  te a c h in g  
b io lo g y , F rench , and so c io lo g y . On th e  same d a te ,  th e  S ta te  
Board p u t i t s  stamp o f  ap p ro v a l on a p ro p o sa l fo r  a M aster o f 
S cience  Degree in  A th le t ic s  and R e c re a tio n , s u b je c t to  
ap p ro v a l by th e  C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil (Board M inu tes, O ctober 
8, 1974).
The m ajor o b je c t iv e  o f  th e  M aster o f  A rts  in  Teaching 
was " th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p e rso n n e l fo r  th e  te ac h in g  
p ro fe s s io n  on th e  s e n io r  h ig h  schoo l and ju n io r  c o l le g e  
le v e ls "  ( B u l l e t i n ,  1975). The program s w ere designed  to  
en a b le  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  a c q u ire  knowledge in  a s p e c ia l  a re a  o f 
c o n c e n tr a t io n .  There w ere two d i s t i n c t  program s e s ta b l is h e d :  
p r e - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  and p o s t - c e r t i f i c a t io n .
The p r e - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  program emerged as a com bination  
o f  p ro f e s s io n a l  and s u b je c t  m a tte r  program s fo r  s tu d e n ts  who 
wanted to  ea rn  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  as secondary  o r ju n io r  c o l le g e  
te a c h e rs  w h ile  p u rsu in g  a M a s te r 's  d eg ree . The program 
appealed  to  g ra d u a te s  w ith  a L ib e ra l A rts  deg ree  who lacked  
th e  background in  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a tio n  ( B u l l e t i n ,  1975).
The p o s t - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  MAT program p laced  em phasis on 
s u b je c t  m a tte r  fo r  th o se  secondary  and ju n io r  c o l le g e  te a c h e rs  
who had a l re a d y  met th e  req u irem en ts  fo r  a s tan d a rd  te a c h in g
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c e r t i f i c a t e .  P ro fe s s io n a l  c o u rs e s , th e s i s  and fo re ig n  
language were e lim in a te d . A com prehensive exam ination  was 
e s ta b l is h e d  as th e  m ajor req u irem en t ( B u l le t in ,  1975).
A f te r  a g re a t  d e a l o f  d is c u s s io n  and s tu d y  th e  
C o o rd in a tin g  C ouncil fo r  H igher E ducation  dec ided  to  approve 
th e  M aster o f  S cience Degree in  S p o rts  A d m in is tra tio n . This 
C ouncil was th e  fo re ru n n e r  o f  th e  Board o f R egen ts. On May 1, 
1975, as one o f  i t s  f i r s t  a c t s ,  th e  Board o f  R egents 
o f f i c i a l l y  approved the  S p o rts  program (Board M inu tes, May 1,
1 975) .
The S p o rts  program o b je c t iv e s  ad d ressed  th e  u rg e n t and 
u n a tte n d e d  a re a  o f  human re s o u rc e s  developm ent. As a  r e s u l t  
o f  th e  m u l t i f a c e te d  a s p e c ts  o f  a t h l e t i c s ,  a com prehensive 
program  was e s ta b l is h e d .  S tu d en ts  were re q u ire d  to  e n r o l l  in  
c o u rse s  th a t  were designed  to  te a c h  them e x p e r t is e  in  b u s in e s s  
p r in c ip l e s ,  a d v e r t i s in g ,  p u rc h a s in g , p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s ,  and a 
number o f  p ro ced u re s  b e n e f i c ia l  to  th e  job  re q u ire m e n ts . Via 
th e  i n t e r d i s c i p l in a r y  com petency-based p re p a ra to ry  program  fo r  
a t h e l t i c  a d m in is t r a to r s ,  th e  p ro s p e c t iv e  g ra d u a te s  were 
o f f e r e d  an in n o v a tiv e  approach  to  t h e i r  needs fo r  advanced 
t r a i n i n g .  The m ajor em phasis o f  th e  program was d i r e c te d  
to  th e  in te rn s h ip  p e r io d . S tu d en ts  were re q u ire d  to  spend 
ap p ro x im a te ly  th re e  months w ith  a p r o f e s s io n a l  s p o r ts  
o r g a n iz a t io n ,  u n iv e r s i ty ,  c o l le g e ,  m un ic ipa l r e c r e a t io n  
d ep a rtm e n t, o r s t a t e  park s and r e c r e a t io n  s e rv ic e  ( B u l l e t i n ,  
1975) .
The re o rg a n iz a t io n  o f  ed u c a tio n  in  L o u is ian a
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c r y s ta l i z e d  du rin g  1975. The Board o f  Regents became the  
supreme govern ing  body o f  h ig h e r  e d u c a tio n . A ll o f  th e  
e x i s t in g  boards  were m erged. As a r e s u l t  o f  th i s  a c t io n ,  
e lem en ta ry  and secondary  e d u c a tio n  progrms were p laced  under 
th e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  th e  Board o f  E lem entary  and Secondary 
E ducation  (BESE). This h ie ra rc h y  p la ced  th e  s u p e rv is io n  o f  
c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  under th e  ru le  o f  the  Board o f  
T ru s te e s ,  proceeded by t h e i r  govern ing  body, th e  Board o f  
R egen ts . The com position  o f  th e  v a r io u s  boards assumed a new 
ap p e a ran ce . The f a m il ia r  names d isap p e a red  from th e  r o s t e r .  
The boards were no lo n g e r composed o f  a l l - w h i te  members. On 
May 1, 1975, th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  o f f i c i a l l y  began e x e rc is in g  
c o n tro l  o f  th e  b u s in e ss  o f  th e  s t a t e s  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r ­
s i t i e s .  S ince th e  Board would be fo rced  to  o p e ra te  w ith o u t a 
b u d g e t. P re s id e n t Jones p re se n te d  a m otion , seconded by 
P re s id e n t  K i lp a tr ic k  o f  N orthw estern  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , and 
v o ted  on by th e  p r e s id e n ts .  The m otion s ta te d  thus : th e  n in e
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a l l o t  a t o t a l  sum o f  $47,120 from t h e i r  c u r re n t  
budget to  cover th e  expenses o f  th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  fo r  
s t a t e  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i t i e s  fo r  th e  p e rio d  May and Ju n e , 
1975. The m otion c a r r ie d  and a budget was approved. 
P re s id e n t  Jones had once aga in  execu ted  a superb  p o l i t i c a l  
move, one th a t  pu t him in  th e  good g race s  o f th e  new bo ard . 
By t h i s  tim e he had rec e iv e d  f iv e  w aivers o f r e t i r e m e n t .  His 
c u r r e n t  term  had been extended to  June 30, 1976 (Board
M inu tes, May 1, 1975).
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F i r s t  G raduate D egrees C onferred  a t  Simmer Commencement
On A ugust 1, 1975, s ix  p e rs o n s , who had s u c c e s s fu l ly  
com pleted a l l  o f  th e  req u irem en ts  f o r  a M aster o f  S cience 
Degree in  E a rly  Childhood E d u c a tio n , were awarded th e i r  
d e g re e s . In  a d d i t io n ,  th e re  w ere fo u r te e n  p ersons  who 
com pleted th e  req u irem en ts  f o r  th e  M aster o f  S cience degree in  
E lem entary  E d u c a tio n . Dr. J o f f r e  T. W hisenton, A sso c ia te  
E x ecu tiv e  S e c re ta ry  fo r  th e  S ou thern  A ss o c ia tio n  o f  C o lleges 
and S ch o o ls , was th e  commencement sp eak er (Commencement 
Program , 1975). I t  was th e  o p in io n  o f  a l l  concerned th a t  the  
occ asio n  j u s t i f i e d  h is  p re s e n c e . P re s id e n t  Jones was e la te d  
over th e  o c c a s io n . The schoo l n e s t l e d  in  th e  h i l l s  o f  N orth 
L o u is ian a  had ind eed , come a long way.
U n iv e r s i ty  C onfers I t s  F i r s t  H onorary D octor 
o f  Laws D egree, A ugust 1, 1975
On June 27, 1975, th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  approved the  
re q u e s t from Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  f o r  an H onorary 
D octor o f  Laws Degree to  be awarded to  Mr. F a to la  Sam ily, 
E d u c a tio n a l A tta c h e , o f  th e  Embassy o f  I r a n ,  d u rin g  th e  August 
1, 1975 commencement e x e rc is e s  (Board M inu tes, June 27, 1975). 
The re q u e s t w ith  recom mendation f o r  th e  award was tr a n s m itte d  
to  th e  1975 r e g u la r  s e s s io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  was 
p as se d . The re q u e s t  was e s ta b l is h e d  as Act Number 313, s igned  
by th e  g o v e rn o r, J u ly  14, 1975 ( L e g is la t iv e  A c ts , 1975).
A gain on F eb ruary  26, 1976, Gram bling re q u e s te d  th e
aw arding  o f  an H onorary D octor o f  Laws Degree to  Ben D.
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Johnson , businessm an and long tim e f r ie n d  o f  G ram bling. 
Johnson he ld  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  be ing  th e  man who had p a r t i c i ­
p a ted  in  th e  f i r s t  off-cam pus work ex p e rien ce  program w ith  
Gram bling in  1942. The Board approved th e  r e q u e s t .  I t  was 
a ls o  a t  th i s  m eeting  th a t  th e  Board agreed  to  ag a in  extend  Dr. 
Jo n e s ' term  as p r e s id e n t  o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  from 
J u ly  1, 1976, to  June 30, 1977. Dr. Jones g ra c io u s ly  accep ted  
th e  e x te n s io n  and thanked th e  board fo r  once ag a in  d is p la y in g  
t h e i r  co n fid en ce  in  him (Board M inu tes, F ebruary  26, 1976).
In  1976, P re s id e n t Jones t r a v e le d  to  I ra n  as a g u es t 
o f  th e  Queen (G ra m b lin ite , 1976). The Board approved accep ­
ta n ce  o f  an in v i t a t i o n  re c e iv e d  by Jones from th e  Embassy o f 
I r a q .  He was in c lu d ed  in  a d e le g a tio n  a s s ig n ed  to  examine 
t h e i r  e d u c a tio n a l system  (Board M inu tes, O ctober 29, 1976).
J u s t  one month b e fo re ,  on Septem ber 25, he t r a v e le d  to  Tokyo, 
Japan  w ith  th e  band and f o o tb a l l  team f o r  a game a g a in s t  
Morgan S ta te  o f  B a ltim o re , M aryland. The Board c o n g ra tu la te d  
P re s id e n t  Jones and th e  u n iv e r s i ty  fo r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  in  
prom oting human, r a c e ,  and p u b lic  r e l a t i o n s  in  and fo r  th e  
s t a t e  o f  L o u is ian a  (Board M eeting , September 10, 1976).
R. W. E. Jones  R e t ir e s  A f te r  51 Y ears
The S ta te  Times (Jan u a ry  28, 1977) p r in te d  an a r t i c l e  
e n t i t l e d :  "Gram bling P re s id e n t S e ts  R etirem en t a f t e r  51
Y ears" , which s u rp r is e d  a g r e a t  many p eo p le . The e f f e c t iv e  
d a te  o f  r e t i r e m e n t  was s la t e d  fo r  June 30, 1977, th e  d a te  h is  
p re s e n t  e x te n t io n  would e x p ire .  I r o n ic a l ly ,  th e re  was no
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in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e  Board re q u e s te d  him to  s ta y  on. I t  
ap p ears  th a t  P re s id e n t  Jones r e a l iz e d  th a t  he m ight n o t be 
g ran ted  a n o th e r  y e a r . R ather than  r i s k  r e j e c t i o n ,  he chose to  
r e t i r e .  There i s  c e r t a in l y  no stigm a a t ta c h e d  to  th e  d e c i­
s io n .  He was s e v e n ty - th re e  y ea rs  o ld  and had devoted f i f t y -  
one y e a rs  o f h is  l i f e  to  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  b la ck  you th .
At th e  F eb ruary  18, 1977 m eeting  a d e c is io n  was made 
th a t  th e  Board would m eet, as a com m ittee o f  th e  w hole, on 
March 23, 1977, to  in te rv ie w  a p p l ic a n ts  fo r  th e  p re s id e n cy  o f 
Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  The E xecu tiv e  D ire c to r  was asked 
to  check some o f  th e  re fe re n c e s  subm itted  by a p p l ic a n ts  fo r  
th e  o f f ic e  o f  P re s id e n t  and have them a v a i la b le  when th e  
in te rv ie w s  were he ld  (Board M inutes, F ebruary  18, 1977).
The Board o f T ru s te e s  in te rv ie w ed  n in e  a p p l ic a n t s .  
The m eeting  to  s e l e c t  th e  p re s id e n t  was c a l le d  to  o rd e r  a t  
9:15  a.m . The com m ittee heard  tw e n ty -s ix  people speak re g a rd ­
ing  th e  p o s i t io n  o f  th e  p re s id e n c y  in  a d d i t io n  to  r e p r e s e n ta ­
t i v e s  from groups en d o rs in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p l ic a n t s .  At 1:53 
p .m ., th e  Committee went in to  E xecu tive  S ession  to  in te rv ie w  
th e  c a n d id a te s  and d is c u s s  t h e i r  f in d in g s .  The com m ittee 
reconvened i t s  open s e s s io n  a t  8:00 p.m. th a t  same day. 
Committee member F re d e r ic k  Egan p laced  th e  name o f  Dr. Joseph 
B. Johnson in  nom in a tio n . Enoch Nix seconded th e  nom ination . 
Committee member J .  C u r ti s  Jo u b e r t p laced  th e  name o f  Dr. 
C h arles  Hudson in  nom ination . Rev. H erb ert Cordon seconded 
t h a t  no m in a tio n . The coun t o f  th e  v o te s  by th e  Committee was 
f i f t e e n  (15) fo r  Johnson , two (2) fo r  Hudson. On a m otion
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made by com m ittee member J o u b e r t ,  and seconded by J .  Y. 
Foreman, th e  Committee vo ted  to  make th e  s e le c t io n  o f  Dr. 
Joseph  Johnson, P re s id e n t o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity , 
unanim ous. The th i r d  p re s id e n t  o f  G rambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  
had been chosen (Board M inutes, March 22, 1977).
A ccording to  th e  m inutes from th e  A p ril 29, 1977 Board
m eetin g , a la r g e  d e f i c i t  was d isco v e red  th rough  the L e g is la ­
t i v e  A u d ito r 's  r e p o r t  fo r  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity . A f te r  a 
le n g th y  d is c u s s io n ,  th e  Board concluded th a t  th e  a u d it  r e v e a l­
ed th e  d e f i c i t s '  e x is te n c e  p r io r  to  t h e i r  becoming the  govern­
ing  body. Thus, th ey  chose to  a c cep t th e  recom mendation from 
th e  F inance Committee th a t  the  L e g is la tu r e  be asked to  appro­
p r i a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  funds to  cover th i s  d e f i c i t  in  o rd e r th a t  
G rambling m ight c o n tin u e  to  e x i s t  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  i t s  
h e r i t a g e .  The F inance Committee f u r th e r  recommended re q u e s t­
ing  th a t  a ta s k  fo rc e  be ass ig n ed  to  conduct an indep th  in v e s ­
t i g a t i v e  s tu d y  o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  fo r  the  purpose 
o f rev iew ing  th e  s c h o o ls ' e n t i r e  f i s c a l  o p e ra t io n . Based on 
t h e i r  f in d in g s ,  th e  Task Force would then  make subsequen t 
recom m endations fo r  th e  n e c e ssa ry  s te p s  to  be taken  to  
r e - e s t a b l i s h  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  on sound f i s c a l  ground. The 
re q u e s t was r e f e r r e d  to  th e  Commissioner o f th e  D iv is io n  o f 
A d m in is tra tio n  (Board M inutes, A p ril 29, 1977).
On May 2, 1977, th e  G overno r's  Task Force on Grambling 
S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  was o rgan ized  in  response  to  th e  re q u e s t from 
th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s  and th e  Board o f  R egen ts . The ta sk
fo rc e  was composed o f  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from th e  Board o f
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T ru s te e s , Board o f R egen ts, S ta te  Budget O ff ic e , S ta te  
I n te r n a l  A u d it, S ta te  A ccounting O ff ic e ,  L o u is ian a  In fo rm atio n  
P ro cess in g  A u th o r ity , and A rth u r A nderson and Company 
A ccounting Firm (G o v ern o r 's  Task Force R epo rt, June 10, 
1977).
On May 10, 1977 th e  Task Force a r r iv e d  in  Grambling to  
beg in  th e  rev iew . From th e i r  o v e r a l l  o b s e rv a t io n s , th e  Task 
Force re p o r te d  th a t  no " p re c is e  d e te rm in a tio n  can be made 
re g a rd in g  th e  d a te  when Gram bling f i r s t  began e x p e rien c in g  i t s  
c u r r e n t  f in a n c ia l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The most g e n e ra l accep ted  
p e r io d  is  th e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 's" (Task Force R epo rt, 1977). As the  
d e f i c i t s  grew, th e  u n iv e r s i ty  was v ic tim iz e d  by in c re a s in g  
c a sh  flow  p re s s u r e s .  In o rd e r  to  c o n tin u e  o p e ra t in g , c u r re n t 
y ea r funds had been c o n s i s te n t ly  a p p lie d  a g a in s t  p r io r  year 
o b l ig a t io n s .  From a l l  o f  th e  ev idence  com piled and o b serva­
t io n s  made, th e  A ccounting O ff ic e  was ta r g e te d  as th e  m ajor 
problem  a re a .  The departm en t was o p e ra t in g  a t  s u b - le v e l 
e f f i c ie n c y .  The la c k  o f  p ro p e r ly  t r a in e d  p erso n n e l on ly  
compounded th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  U n til a com plete m o d if ic a tio n  o f 
th e  p r a c t ic e s  and p ro ced u res  o f  th i s  a re a  was done, th e  e n t i r e  
F is c a l  A f f a ir s  U nit o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  would rem ain in  chaos.
The Task Force v en tu red  an o p in io n , s t a t i n g  th a t  no 
s in g le  e x p la n a tio n  could  be advanced fo r  th e  cause o f  th e  
d e f i c i t .  The d e f i c i t  seems to  r e f l e c t  an " o v e rly  ben ev o len t 
and le n ie n t  a t t i t u d e  toward f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t . "  The
a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  fo r  t h i s  s i t u a t io n  re s te d  s o le ly  w ith  th o se  
in d iv id u a ls  d i r e c t l y  invo lved  in  th e  day to  day a d m in is tra tio n
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o f  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  (Task Force R epo rt, 1977). The e n t i r e  
r e p o r t  encompassed f i f t y - f i v e  p ag es. The Task Force d id  n o t 
a ttem p t to  c r i t i c i z e  ev e n ts  o f  th e  p a s t ,  r a th e r  i t  focused  on 
recom m endations fo r  th e  f u tu r e .  Recommendations were o f fe re d  
to  in c re a s e  th e  e f f i c ie n c y  o f  th e  management o f  th e  u n iv e r ­
s i t y .  The d e f i c i t  i t s e l f  was w r i t t e n  o f f  by th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
so th a t  th e  incom ing p r e s id e n t  would be ab le  to  s t a r t  w ith  a 
c le a n  s l a t e .
P lans  w ere made fo r  th e  o f f i c i a l  re t i r e m e n t  o f  R. W. 
E. J o n e s . At th e  June 24, 1977 m eeting  o f  th e  Board o f
T ru s te e s ,  th e  Academic A f f a i r s  Committee recommended th a t  Dr. 
Jones re c e iv e  an a p p ro p r ia te  p laque o f  commendation fo r  h is  
f i f t y - o n e  y e a rs  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  s e rv ic e  to  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity  and h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  in  th e  S ta te  o f  
L o u is ia n a . The fo llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n  was unanim ously adop ted :
W hereas, Dr. Ralph Waldo Emerson Jo n es ,
P re s id e n t  o f  Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity , has 
e x h ib ite d  a com passion and u n d e rs ta n d in g  fo r  
peop le  in  a l l  w alks o f  l i f e ;  and W hereas, he 
has devoted  a l i f e t im e  o f  s e rv ic e  as an e d u c a to r  
and e d u c a tio n a l le a d e r ;  and W hereas, th rough  
h is  e f f o r t s  th e  name o f  Grambling S ta te  Uni­
v e r s i t y  has sp read  from L o u is ian a  to  Japan  and 
from Hawaii to  I ra n ; Be i t  T h e re fo re  Resolved 
th a t  th i s  Board o f  T ru s te e s  fo r  S ta te  C o lleges  
and U n iv e r s i t ie s  does hereby  ex p ress  i t s  
a p p re c ia t io n  and g r a t i tu d e  to  Dr. Ralph Waldo 
Emerson Jones fo r  h is  l i f e t im e  o f  s e rv ic e  (Board 
M inu tes, June 24, 1977).
P re s id e n t  Harvey P e l t i e r  announced th a t  the  Board would honor
Dr. Jones a t  a luncheon on J u ly  28, 1977 and a t  th a t  tim e th e
p laque  would be p re s e n te d .
Many a c t i v i t i e s  took p la ce  in  G rambling fo r  th e
r e t i r i n g  p r e s id e n t .  On June 10, 1977, P re s id e n t Jones and E.
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L. C ole, r e t i r i n g  v ic e - p r e s id e n t  o f  fo r ty -o n e  y e a rs  shared  a 
Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  A p p re c ia tio n  C onvocation in  T. H. 
H a r r is  A udito rium . S p e c ia l t r i b u t e s ,  m u s ic a l t r i b u t e s ,  and 
g i f t s  were g iv e n . That n ig h t  a t  th e  Ruston C iv ic  C en te r, a 
j o i n t  ' r e c o g n i t io n  o f  s e r v ic e ' banquet was he ld  in  J o n e s ' and 
C o le s ' hono r. The s tu d e n ts  p re se n te d  a t r i b u t e  to  P re s id e n t 
Jones  in  th e  June 2 4 th  is s u e  o f  th e  G ra m b lin ite . "You have 
ach ieved  th e  h ig h e s t  d eg ree  th a t  can be o b ta in e d , th e  humani­
t a r i a n  diplom a f o r  hav ing  bestow ed upon th e  thousands o f  
a p p l ic a n t s  who have e n te re d  th e  p o r ta ls  o f  our i n s t i t u t i o n  o f 
le a r n in g ,  th e  im p e ra tiv e  f a c to r  o f  lo v e , hope, f a i t h ,  
encouragem ent, s e lf - e s te e m , and co n fid en ce"  (G ra m b lin ite , June 
24, 1977). The N a tio n a l B roadcastng  Company d id  a seven
m inu te  news film  on P re s id e n t  Jo n e s , th a t  was fe a tu re d  on th e  
n ig h t ly  news on June 26 th  and on th e  Today Show th e  fo llo w in g  
m orning . I t  can t r u l y  be s a id  th a t  "P rez"  went o u t in  s ty l e .
Thus, th e  p red o m in a te ly  b la ck  c o l le g e  lo c a te d  in  N orth 
L o u is ia n a  became Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . In 1974 th e  
g ra d u a te  d iv i s io n  was c re a te d  to  e f f i c i e n t l y  a d m in is te r  th e  
g ra d u a te  c o u rs e s . In O cto b e r, 1974, th e  g rad u a te  program was 
expanded to  in c lu d e  th e  M aster o f  A rts  Degree in  te ach in g  
B io logy , French and S o c io lo g y . In 1975, under th e  new 
g ra d u a te  s tu d ie s  program , th e  M aster o f  S cience  Degree was 
c o n fe r re d  upon 20 p e r s o n s . The f i r s t  hon o ra ry  D octor o f  Laws 
Degree was a ls o  awarded d u rin g  th e  commencement e x e rc is e s .  
A lso o f  no tew orthy  im p o rtan ce , th e  M aster o f  S cience  Degree in 
S p o rts  A d m in is tra tio n  was added to  th e  c u rricu lu m  th a t  same
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A fte r  f i f t y - o n e  y e a rs  o f  s e rv ic e  a t  G rambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s i ty ,  P re s id e n t R. W. E. Jones announced h is  in te n t io n  
to  r e t i r e  June 30, 1977. There were n in e  c a n d id a te s  seek ing  
th e  o f f ic e  o f  p re s d e n t . The Board o f  T ru s te e s  chose Dr. 
Jo seph  B. Johnson as th e  th i r d  p r e s id e n t  o f Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity  on March 23, 1977.
On A p r il 29, 1977 th e  L e g is la t iv e  A u d ito r re p o rte d
th a t  th e re  was a d e f i c i t  in  ex cess  o f 4 .4  m i l l io n  d o l la r s  a t  
Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . A Task Force was ass ig n ed  to  
in v e s t ig a t e  th e  u n iv e r s i ty .  The r e p o r t  subm itted  by th e  Task 
Force focused  on th e  problem s and cause o f the  d e f i c i t  w ithou t 
"p o in t in g  a f in g e r"  a t  any one p e rso n . The l e g i s l a t u r e  voted  
unanim ously  to  e r a d ic a te  th e  d e f i c i t  in  an e f f o r t  to  enab le 
th e  new p re s id e n t  to  s t a r t  w ith  a b a lanced  budge t.
P r e s id e n t R. W. E. Jones was honored by th e  Board o f 
T ru s te e s ,  f r ie n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s  d u ring  th e  month o f  June , 
1977. The s tu d e n ts  w ro te a t r i b u t e  to  him in  th e  June 2 4 th , 
is s u e  o f  th e  G ra m b lin ite . He was p le ased  and r i g h t ly  so; he 
had served  w ell du rin g  h is  f i f t y - o n e  y ea rs  and had seen  the  
t i n y  ju n io r  c o l le g e  evo lve in to  a u n iv e r s i ty .
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C hapter VII 
Summary and C onclusion
The purpose o f  th i s  s tudy  was to  d isc o v e r  how 
Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  developed as a b la ck  i n s t i t u t i o n  in  
r u r a l  N orth  L o u isian a  g iven  th e  key problem s i t  faced  from 
1899 to  1977. S p e c if ic  d e t a i l s  h ig h lig h te d  th e  s t r u c t u r a l  and 
o p e r a t io n a l  changes th a t  took p la ce  between 1899 and 1977; th e  
a d m in is tr a t iv e  p h ilo so p h ie s  th a t  dom inated Grambling d u rin g  
t h i s  p e r io d  o f  tim e; th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity  from a sm all r u r a l  so u th ern  b la ck  in d u s t r i a l  schoo l 
in to  a modern m u l tif a c e te d  u n iv e r s i ty ;  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s i t i e s ' un ique r o le  in  ed u c a tin g  b la ck s  ; and to  what 
e x te n t  th e  a d m in is tr a t iv e  ph ilo so p h y  o f  i t s  two p re s id e n ts  
f u l f i l l e d  th e  r o le ,  purpose and in s t i t u t i o n a l  g o a ls .
D ata fo r  the  s tu d y  were secu red  th rough  p e rso n a l 
in te rv ie w s  o f in d iv id u a ls  who m a in ta in ed  key ro le s  in  th e  
developm ent o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ;  from m inu tes o f the  
o f f i c i a l  p ro cee d in g s , L o u is ian a  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion , and 
th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  School Board; new spaper a r t i c l e s  ; jo u r n a l  
a r t i c l e s ;  i n s t i t u t i o n  b u l l e t i n s ;  p e rs o n a l p ap e rs ; l e g i s l a t i v e  
a c ts  ; and unpub lished  th e s e s .
A rev iew  o f  th e  developm ent o f  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  fo r  
b la c k s  in  th e  Sou th , p a r t i c u l a r ly  in  L o u is ian a , served  as a
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background a g a in s t  which th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
i t s  two a d m in is tr a t iv e  le a d e rs  a re  r e f l e c te d  upon. Both th e  
town o f  Grambling as w ell as Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  o r i g i ­
n a ted  in  a one and o n e -h a l f  sq u are  m ile  a re a , lo c a te d  in  th e  
s o u th e a s t  co rn e r o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  su b d iv is io n  p r e s e n t ly  known 
as Ward I I  in  L in co ln  P a r is h .  Some a s p e c ts  o f  th e  h i s to r y  o f 
th e  town have been in c lu d e d .
G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  evolved as a r e s u l t  o f  the  
d e s i r e  and d e te rm in a tio n  o f  b la ck s  in  N orth L o u is ian a  to  
p ro v id e  e d u c a tio n a l i n s t r u c t io n  fo r  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n .  The 
c r e a t io n  o f  th e  N orth L o u is ian a  C olored A g r ic u l tu r a l  R e l ie f  
A ss o c ia tio n  was a p o s i t i v e  a c t io n  i n i t i a t e d  by b la c k s  in  
e f f o r t  to  reach  th e i r  g o a l . They purchased  land  and proceeded 
to  e r e c t  a b u ild in g  to  se rv e  as a schoo l and a m eeting  p la ce  
fo r  th e  o rg a n iz a t io n .
R e a liz in g  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t have th e  e x p e r t i s e  o r 
manpower to  o p e ra te  th e  type o f  schoo l they  needed, th e  R e l ie f  
A ss o c ia tio n  req u e s te d  a id  from Booker T. W ashington a t  
Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e .  In so do ing , they  c a s t  t h e i r  l o t  w ith  the  
in d u s t r i a l  concep t o f  e d u c a tio n . C harles  P. Adams, a r e c e n t 
g ra d u a te  o f  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  was s e n t in  answer to  t h e i r  
r e q u e s t .
Even though th e  A ss o c ia tio n  gave Adams a c o n t r a c t ,  
th e r e  was no money fo r  a  s a la r y .  He v i s i t e d  th e  v a r io u s  
chu rches  and com m unities seek in g  d o n a tio n s  to  com plete th e  
b u i ld in g  so th a t  th e  sch o o l could be opened fo r  i n s t r u c t io n .  
He used h is  own money to  supplem ent th e  d o n a tio n s  c o l le c t e d .
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The schoo l opened on November 1, 1901, b e a rin g  th e  name
L o u is ia n a  C olored I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  S chool.
Adams saw a means to  an end o f  im proving th e  l iv e s  o f  the  
peop le  in  th e  community u s in g  th e  s c h o o ls ' a c t i v i t i e s  as the  
medium. The peop le  were ta u g h t to  grow b e t t e r  c ro p s , buy p ro ­
p e r ty ,  p re p a re  m ea ls , and p ro v id e  fo r  h e a l th  and home 
im provem ents. He o b ta in ed  h e lp  from w h ite  and b la ck  f r ie n d s  
to  enhance th e  program . He fo llow ed  th e  example o f Booker T. 
W ashington in  c u l t iv a t in g  th e  f r ie n d s h ip  o f  th e  prom inent 
w h ite s  in  th e  a r e a .  Adams r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  w h ite s  c o n tro l le d  
th e  economic re so u rc e s  and in  o rd e r  to  a c q u ire  f in a n c ia l  
a s s is ta n c e  f o r  th e  sch o o l, he would have to  use an approach  
th a t  was a c c e p ta b le  to  th o se  in  power. Much o f  th e  c r e d i t  fo r  
th e  s c h o o ls ' con tin u ed  e x is te n c e  and o p e ra t io n  was due to  h is  
s u c c e s s fu l  c o u r ts h ip  o f  th e se  i n f l u e n t i a l  w h ite s .
Adams' m ethods d id  n o t p le a s e  a l l  o f  th e  members o f  th e  
R e l ie f  A ss o c ia tio n  and as f r i c t i o n  grew , he found h im se lf  
l i t e r a l l y  e x p e lle d  from th e  sch o o l p rem ises th a t  he had worked 
so hard  to  im prove. However, undaun ted , Adams secu red  th e  
h e lp  o f  s ix  o th e r  b la c k s ,  and to g e th e r  th e y  pu rchased  200 
a c re s  o f  land  lo c a te d  ap p ro x im ate ly  two m ile s  from the  schoo l 
and began anew in  1905. He used th e  M ethod ist Church u n t i l  a 
b u i ld in g  was e r e c te d .  The sch o o l was c a l le d  The N orth 
L o u is ia n a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  S choo l. The p re s e n t 
town evolved  in  th e  same 200 a c re  a re a  as d id  th e  f i r s t  s to r e  
b u i l t  by Zack Jackson  in  1904. D uring th i s  p e rio d  th e  
community a c q u ire d  th e  name o f Gram bling in  honor o f  P. G. 
G ram bling, a w h ite  man, who owned the  lo c a l  saw m ill.
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In  o rd e r  to  re c e iv e  f u r th e r  a id  from the  lo c a l  w h ite s , 
Adams adop ted  th e  r u le  t h a t  a l l  commencement day sp eak ers  
would be w h ite  and s e le c te d  from th e  Ruston community. His 
w ife , M artha , p rep a re d  and served  d in n e r  a f t e r  th e  commence­
ment a c t i v i t i e s .  The crowd th a t  g a th e re d  fo r  th e  commencement
e x e rc is e s  grew so la rg e  th a t  T. L. James a  w h ite  c o n tra c to r  
from R uston , p a id  th e  c o s t o f  ap p ro x im a te ly  $600 fo r  a 
p a v i l io n  to  be c o n s tru c te d .
In  1913, th e  L in co ln  P a r is h  School Board assumed some 
o f  th e  f i n a n c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  th e  schoo l a t  Grambling 
when th e y  agreed  to  th e  s a la r y  o f  one te a c h e r .  The Board had 
c o n tr ib u te d  funds to  th e  sch o o l a t  in t e r m i t te n t  tim es when 
Adams re q u e s te d  a id .  F id e l ia  J e w e tt  even persuaded  th e  School 
Board to  s e t  a s id e  th re e  o f  th e  200 a c re s  fo r  a hom esite  fo r  
Adams and h is  fa m ily . She pa id  to  have a house re p a ire d  so 
th a t  th e  fam ily  cou ld  have a p r iv a te  d w e llin g .
In  1919, Grambling was e le v a te d  to  th e  p o s i t io n  o f
t r a in in g  sch o o l s t a t u s  w ith  th e  adven t o f  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  
School B oards ' assum ption  o f  f in a n c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  fo r  the  
sc h o o l. The sch o o ls  b eg inn ing  cu rricu lu m  o ffe re d  one year o f 
norm al t r a in in g  f o r  b la ck s  in  th e  e le v e n th  g ra d e . Setbacks 
due to  a s h o r ta g e  in  lumber and equipm ent de layed  th e  p ro g re ss  
o f  th e  s c h o o l , b u t by 1921, i t  had been w e ll e s ta b l is h e d  as a 
T ra in in g  S choo l. The money re c e iv e d  th ro u g h  th e  School Board 
and from o u ts id e  a g e n c ie s  enab led  Adams to  h i r e  a d d i t io n a l
te a c h e r s ,  one te a c h e r  was R. W. E. Jo n e s . Jones was a ss ig n ed  
a h o s t o f  d u t i e s ,  a l l  o f w hich w ere perform ed c h e e r fu l ly  and 
w ith o u t q u e s t io n ,  he was in t im id a te d  by Adams' s i z e .
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When Huey P. Long was e le c te d  governo r, Adams 
persuaded  th e  lo c a l  s e n a to r ,  R. B. K no tt, to  accompany him to 
S h re v e p o rt, in  an endeavor to  seek  g o v e rn o r -e le c t L ong 's 
s u p p o rt to  make th e  schoo l a s t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  Long 
re s p e c te d  th e  work o f  Booker T. W ashington and was im pressed 
t h a t  Adams had been s e n t by him. This a f f i l i a t i o n  proved to  
be a p o l i t i c a l  edge fo r  Adams and r e s u l t e d  in  p a r t  to  th e  
co n tin u ed  su p p o rt re c e iv e d  from G overnor Long. D esp ite  oppo­
s i t i o n  from T. H. H a rr is  and a f a c t io n  o f  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  th e  
schoo l became a s t a t e  schoo l in  1928 and was g iven  th e  name 
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r ia l  I n s t i t u t e .  The schoo l 
re c e iv e d  i t s  f i r s t  s t a t e  a p p ro p r ia tio n  in  1930.
In  1936, C harles  P. Adams was inform ed by T. H. H a rr is  
th a t  h is  s e rv ic e s  would no longe r be needed a f t e r  June o f  th a t  
y e a r . Many a s p ire d  fo r  th e  jo b  o f  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  t i n y
sch o o l in  th e  h i l l s  o f  N orth L o u is ia n a , b u t th e  job  o f  le a d e r  
and b u i ld e r  was g iven  to  R. W. E. J o n e s , son o f th e  form er 
Dean o f Sou thern  U n iv e r s ity .
A lmost im m ediately  a f t e r  Jones began h is  p re s id e n cy  o f 
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal, he was inform ed by A. C. Lew is, 
L o u is ian a  S ta te  Agent f o r  Negro E d u ca tio n , th a t  L o u isian a  
Negro Normal would have to  r e - s t r u c t u r e  i t s  te ch n iq u e  in  
p re p a r in g  te a c h e r s .  A p lan  - -  th e  L o u is ian a  P lan o r the  
V enture in  R ural E ducation  - -  was dev ised  to  g iv e  th e  f a c u l ty  
members f i r s t  hand in fo rm a tio n , th ro u g h  t h e i r  t r a v e l s  and 
ex p e rie n c e s  in  v a r io u s  com m unities, abou t th e  c o n d itio n s  th a t  
th e  g ra d u a te s  would en co u n te r when they  began w orking. This
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was done in  an endeavor to  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n ts  b e t t e r  p re p a ra ­
t io n  fo r  th e  ta s k  b e fo re  them. They d isco v e red  th a t  th e  
p re s e n t cu rricu lu m  was n o t r e le v a n t .  New m a te r ia ls  s u i ta b le  
to  th e  s i tu a t io n s  b la c k  te a c h e rs  would be fa c in g  in  sm all 
r u r a l  schoo l were d es ig n e d . P r a c t ic e  te a c h in g  was in tro d u ced  
fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e as a p a r t  o f  te a c h e r  p r e p a r a t io n .
The decade o f  th e  1940 's  r e f l e c t s  th e  m etam orphasis o f 
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal. The S ta te  Board o f  Education  
a u th o r iz e d  a fo u r  y ea r deg ree  p la n  in  e lem en ta ry  E ducation . 
The f i r s t  c la s s  g rad u a ted  in  1944. Ralph Waldo Emerson Jones 
became known th roughou t th e  s t a t e  a f f e c t i o n a l ly  as " P r e z ." He 
was s u c c e s s fu l in  g e t t in g  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  to  change th e  name 
o f  th e  schoo l to  G rambling C o llege  in  1946. In 1949, a 
p ro p o sa l fo r  o f f e r in g  a deg ree  in  secondary  ed u c a tio n  was 
approved . The f i r s t  h ig h  schoo l te a c h e rs  to  r e c e iv e  t h e i r  
d eg rees  g rad u a ted  in  1953. Jo n es , in  a  f u r th e r  e f f o r t  to  add 
a new dim ension to  a t h l e t i c s  h ire d  a new f o o tb a l l  coach, 
Edward Gay Robinson. Through h is  u n r e l e n t l e s s  e f f o r t s ,  
G rambling C o llege  has become in t e r n a t io n a l l y  known, a d i s t i n c ­
t io n  th a t  few sch o o ls  (w hite  o r b la ck ) can a t t e s t  to ,  having  
p layed  f o o tb a l l  games in  Japan  and H aw aii; and ac h iev in g  the  
accom plishm ent o f  be ing  th e  f i r s t  sch o o l to  send a b la ck  
p la y e r  to  the  p r o f e s s io n a l  f o o tb a l l  league in  1948 ( a f t e r  on ly  
seven y ea rs  o f  c o n c e n tra te d  e f f o r t ) .
The 1 9 5 0 's w are marked w ith  in c re a se d  a p p ro p r ia tio n s  
as b la ck  s tu d e n ts  a p p lie d  to  a t te n d  th e  a l l  w h ite  c o l le g e s .  
T h is  b u ild in g  boom was d ir e c te d  to  a t t r a c t  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f
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b la c k  s tu d e n ts  in  an a ttem p t to  th aw art t h e i r  te m p ta tio n  to  go 
e lse w h ere . In 1953, a l l  c o l le g e s  in  th e  s t a t e  were a u th o riz e d  
to  o f f e r  p re -m e d ic in e , p re - la w , and p r e - d e n t i s t r y  program s v ia  
th e  D iv is io n  o f  A rts  and S c ie n c e s . In Septem ber o f  1953, 
under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  L arson  A ct, th e  town o f  G rambling 
was in c o rp o ra te d . The en ro llm e n t su rp assed  th e  2,000 mark in  
1956 and in  1958 th e  c o l le g e  was re o rg a n iz e d  in to  th e  
D iv is io n s  o f  A pplied  S cience  and Technology, E d u ca tio n , and 
L ib e ra l A r ts .  The p u b l i c i t y  th a t  th e  sch o o l re c e iv e d  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  new program s helped  to  in c re a s e  
th e  e n ro llm e n t. The 1962-63 sch o o l y ea r saw a no ted  im prove­
m ent, e n ro llm e n t reached  th e  3 ,000 mark fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e .
Grambling C o llege  re c e iv e d  p u b l i c i t y  from y e t an o th e r 
one o f  i t s  numerous and p r e s t ig io u s  f o r t e s ,  in  1964 th e  
Gram bling m arching band was in v i te d  to  p la y  th e  h a l f - t im e  
e n te r ta in m e n t fo r  th e  A merican F o o tb a l l  League Championship 
p la y - o f f  game in  San D iego, C a l i f o r n ia ,  T h e re a f te r ,  th e  band 
was in  c o n s ta n t demand fo r  pe rfo rm ances . They have a s ta n d in g  
in v i t a t i o n  to  perform  fo r  th e  D a lla s  Cowboys a t  l e a s t  once 
each  seaso n , a l l  expenses p a id .
The m iddle and l a t e  1 9 6 0 's saw th e  adven t o f  a la w s u it 
f o r  adm ission  by a w h ite  woman and a p r o t e s t  movement by th e  
s tu d e n ts .  Judge E. Gordon West o rd ered  th e  young woman 
ad m itted  to  th e  schoo l in  th e  summer o f  1965. In 1967, 
s tu d e n ts  s e iz e d  th e  m ajor b u ild in g s  on campus, and d isobeyed 
curfew  h o u rs , some s le p t  o u ts id e  on th e  g r a s s .  The s ta te d  
cause  o f  th e  p r o te s t  was over em phasis on a t h l e t i c s .  However,
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th e  s tu d e n ts  s a id  a t h l e t i c s  was on ly  a p a r t  o f  th e  p r o te s t  
movement. They had assumed a degree  o f  m i l i t a n c y  th a t  
su r fa c e d  fo r  the  f i r s t  tim e o u t o f  f r u s t r a t i o n  fo r  a number o f 
p o l i c ie s  th a t  th e y  wanted changed. The p r o te s t  d id  succeed in  
e f f e c t in g  some changes in  campus r e g u la t i o n s .
The fo o tb a l l  program , ranked second on ly  to  N otre Dame 
in  send ing  p la y e rs  to  th e  p r o f e s s io n a l  team s, a c q u ired  i t s  
f i r s t  w h ite  p la y e r  in  1968. Even though he rem ained a th i r d  
s t r i n g  q u a r te rb a c k  f o r  h is  e n t i r e  c a re e r ,  he b rough t p u b l i c i t y  
to  Gram bling in  appearances  on th e  te le v i s io n  program , "W hat's 
My L ine?" and most r e c e n t ly  th e  b iog raphy  o f h is  y ea rs  as a 
s tu d e n t  a t  G ram bling, th e  m ovie, "G ram bling 's  White T ig e r " , 
was p re se n te d  by th e  n a t io n a l  B ro ad c astin g  Company in  an 
e d i t io n  o f  t h e i r  ' Sunday Movie o f  th e  Week' program .
Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  was c o n s ta n t ly  v ic tim iz e d  
by f in a n c ia l  c o n s t r a in t s .  The p r e s id e n t ,  R. W. E. Jones in d i ­
c a te d  th a t  th e y  sometimes o p e ra te d  on sh ee r co u rag e . He 
le a rn e d  to  p o l i t i c  w ith  in d iv id u a l  board  members, l e g i s l a ­
tu r e s ,  and g o v e rn o rs , fo r  r e s o u rc e s  to  o p e ra te  th e  s ch o o l. He 
was n o t beyond g iv in g  sm all tokens or l i t e r a l l y  begg ing . His 
p h ilo so p h y  was th a t  th e  means j u s t i f i e d  th e  end r e s u l t s .  I t  
i s  fo r  th i s  v e ry  rea so n  th a t  many b la c k  you th  were a b le  to  
r e c e iv e  an ed u c a tio n  under th e  a u sp ic e s  o f  h is  a d m in is tra -
The S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  honored him in  1970 by 
d i r e c t i n g  Dr. F. J .  T a y lo r , p r e s id e n t  o f L o u is ian a  Tech 
U n iv e r s ity  a t  R uston , to  c o n fe r  upon him th e  H onorary D octor
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o f  Laws D egree. The Board a lso  w aivered  i t s  r e t ir e m e n t regu ­
la t i o n s  f o r  him s ix  tim es du rin g  h is  te n u re , a  p r e s t ig io u s  
d i s t i n c t i o n  n o t b e fo re  bestow ed upon any o th e r  c o l le g e  o r 
u n iv e r s i ty  p r e s id e n t .
Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  b rough t an added no te  o f
d i s t i n c t i o n  to  th e  s t a t e  o f  L o u is ian a  and th e  U nited S ta te s  
when th e  m arching band was in v i te d  to  perform  d u ring  the
in a u g u ra tio n  cerem onies fo r  th e  p re s id e n t  o f  L ib e r ia .  
P re s id e n t  R ichard  Nixon d e s ig n a te d  them as p a r t  o f  the
o f f i c i a l  U. S. envoy headed by h is  w ife , P a t r i c i a  N ixon. The 
band tr a v e le d  c o u rte sy  o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  A ir F orce .
In an endeavor to  meet th e  needs and re q u e s ts  o f i t s
s tu d e n t s ,  Grambling began o f f e r in g  g ra d u a te  co u rse s  in  1973
and re c e iv e d  s ta tu s  as a f u l l - f l e d g e d  u n iv e r s i ty  in  1974. The
g ra d u a te  d iv i s io n  was c re a te d  and degree  o f f e r in g s  were
expanded. The u n iv e r s i ty  now o f f e r s  deg rees  in  s ix  a rea s  : 
M aster o f  S cience Degree in  E lem entary  E duca tion , E a rly  C hild ­
hood E d u ca tio n , S p o rts  A d m in is tra tio n ; and th e  M aster o f  A rts  
in  T eaching B io logy , F rench , and S o c io logy . The f i r s t  
g ra d u a te  deg rees  were c o n fe rre d  a t  th e  summer commencement 
A ugust 1, 1975.
G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  has awarded two Honorary
D octor o f  Laws Degrees ; one a t  th e  summer commencement ex e r­
c i s e s ,  A ugust 1, 1975, to  F a to la  Sam ily, E d u c a tio n a l A ttache
o f  th e  Embassy o f  I ra n  and to  Ben D. Johnson, b la c k  b u s in e s s ­
man and long tim e f r ie n d  o f  Grambling from N a tc h ito c h e s .
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At th e  Jan u ary  27, 1977 m eeting  o f  th e  Board o f
T ru s te e s ,  Ralph Waldo Emerson Jones announced h is  p lan s  to  
r e t i r e  June 30, 1977 a t  th e  end o f  h is  f i f t y - f i r s t  yea r a t  
Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . The board  honored him w ith  a 
r e s o lu t io n  o f  commendation f o r  f i f t y - o n e  y ea rs  o f  o u ts ta n d in g  
s e rv ic e  to  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  and h ig h e r  ed u c a tio n  in 
th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ian a  w ith  a s p e c ia l  luncheon in  h is  honor, 
where he was p re se n te d  an a p p ro p r ia te  p la q u e . The u n iv e r s i ty  
and community honored him w ith  a r e c o g n itio n  banquet and 
co n v o c a tio n . On March 23, 1977, th e  Board o f  T ru s te e s
s e le c te d  Dr. Joseph  B. Johnson , an alum nus, as th e  th i r d  
p r e s id e n t  o f  G rambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity .
At th e  A p ril 29, 1977 m eeting  o f  th e  Board o f
T ru s te e s ,  i t  was announced th a t  th e re  was a la rg e  d e f i c i t  a t  
G ram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .  The f ig u re  was ap p rox im ate ly  $4 .4  
m i l l io n  d o l l a r s .  An in v e s t ig a t iv e  Task Force was ap p o in ted . 
Through t h e i r  o b s e rv a t io n s , th e y  concluded th a t  th e  d e f i c i t  
had accum ulated  over a p e r io d  o f y e a rs ,  b eg inn ing  in  th e  l a t e  
I 9 6 0 's .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  e v e n tu a lly  a p p ro p ria te d  enough money 
to  cover th e  d e f i c i t .  The Board o f  T ru s te e s  and th e  l e g i s l a ­
tu r e  concu rred  th a t  i t  was im p o rtan t th a t  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity  c o n tin u e  to  o p e ra te  in  l i e u  o f  i t s  s p e c ia l  m iss ion  
and p u rp o se .
Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  has been , and s t i l l  i s ,  the  
sch o o l f o r  b la c k  s tu d e n ts  who a re  c u l tu r a l l y  and econom ica lly  
d e p riv e d . I t  was, and s t i l l  i s ,  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  th a t  o f f e r s  
s e lf -p a c e d  in d iv id u a l i n s t r u c t io n  to  those  i d e n t i f i e d  as
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hav ing  d e f i c ie n c ie s .  The u n iv e r s i ty  has been c r i t i c i z e d  fo r  
i t s  low p u p i l - te a c h e r  r a t i o ,  b u t th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  long ago 
r e a l iz e d  th a t  sm a lle r  c la s s e s  were n e c e ssa ry  to  reac h  the  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  s tu d e n ts .  W ithout em phasis on in d iv id u a l iz e d  
in s t r u c t io n ,  many b la c k  s tu d e n ts  w i l l  become lo s t  in  th e  
s h u f f le  and f a l l  by th e  w ayside . Adams and Jones were deep 
and c a rin g  in d iv id u a ls  who d id  n o t want th e  b la c k  s tu d e n ts  to  
g iv e  in  to  th e  h o p e le s sn e ss  th a t  surrounded  them.
There a re  many o th e r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  between Adams and 
Jo n e s . Both o f  them were com m itted to  th e  e d u c a tio n  and up­
l i f t i n g  o f  b la c k s . They were b o th  a c u te ly  aware o f  th e  f a c t  
th a t  e d u c a tio n  i s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  on which b la ck s  must b u ild  
and Grambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  a ffo rd e d  th e  on ly  o p p o r tu n ity  
fo r  a la rg e  number o f  b la c k s .  They b o th  c u l t iv a te d  th e  
f r ie n d s h ip  o f  w h ite s  because th e y  r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e  w h ites  
c o n tro l le d  th e  p u rse  s t r i n g s .  They were n o t a b h o rre n t to  
begging  i f  i t  was n e c e ss a ry . Adams, i t  i s  r e p o r te d , l i t e r a l l y  
used th e  p ro v e rb ia l  " t i n  cup" to  seek  a id .  Jones employed 
d i f f e r e n t  m ethods, p r a c t ic in g  "peaches and tu rk e y  d ip lom acy", 
and t h e a t r i c s  to  " g e t o v e r" . T his s t r a t e g y  was p r in c ip le d  on 
' how w e ll one could  p la y  th e  g am e '. Jones le a rn ed  th e  ru le s  
o f  th e  game e a r ly  and supplem ented w ith  a few o r ig in a l  on es . 
C onsequen tly , he was a b le  to  e f f e c t  numerous m a te r ia l  g a in s  
d u rin g  h is  te n u re  in  o f f i c e .
The c o n t r a s t  between Adams and Jones  was g r e a t .  Adams 
was a d y ed -in - th e -w o o l I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  advocate  as a 
consequence o f  h is  t r a in in g  a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  under th e
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le a d e r s h ip  o f  th e  famed Booker T. W ashington. Adams could  
n o t ,  d u rin g  h is  tenue o f  t h i r t y - f i v e  y e a rs ,  d e to u r  from th e  
co ncep t o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . In f a c t ,  i t  was the  so u rce  
o f  much o f  h is  e a r ly  t r o u b le s .  However, i t  must be no ted  th a t  
th e  term s " in d u s try "  and " in d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n "  then  d id  n o t 
have th e  same co n n o ta tio n  as th e y  do to d a y . The founder o f  
G rambling S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  d id  n o t id e n t i f y  in d u s try  w ith  
f a c t o r i e s  and m an u fac tu re rs  ; h is  i n t r e p r e t a t i o n  meant be in g  
s t e a d f a s t l y  engaged in  a n y th in g  u s e fu l  and h o n es t ; i t  s i g n i ­
f ie d  involvem ent in  wholesome work, w hether i t  was o p e ra t in g  a 
farm , te a c h in g  a c l a s s ,  c o n s tru c t in g  a b u i ld in g ,  o p e ra t in g  a 
b la ck sm ith  shop, o r p ic k in g  c o t to n .  His l i f e s ' work was
embodied in  t h i s  p r in c ip le ,  to  be in d u s tr io u s  was to  be 
w ork ing , w hatever th e  ta s k .  One o f  th e  famous adm onitions to  
th e  young peop le  in  Adams' speeches was th a t  "you must be 
in d u s t r i o u s ,  h o n e s t, and c a p a b le ."
I t  i s  n o t hard  to  d e c ip h e r  th e  r a m if ic a t io n s  o f  th e  
Tuskegee-Adams concep t o f  " in d u s try "  w ith  r e s p e c t  to  the  g o a ls  
and am b itio n s  o f  th e  Farm ers' R e l ie f  A s s o c ia tio n , th e  group 
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  i n i t i a l  re q u e s t  to  Booker T. W ashington 
f o r  h is  a s s i s ta n c e .  In view  o f  th e  g ro u p s ' p a s t  a s s o c ia t io n  
w ith  th e  A lle n  G reen Academy, ( s p e c i a l i z in g  in  L a t in ,  mathema­
t i c s ,  E n g lis h , l i t e r a t u r e ,  e tc )  i t  was in e v i ta b le  th a t  
academ ic p h ilo s o p h ic a l  c o n f l i c t s  would p r e v a i l  between th e  two 
f a c t io n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  th e  in fu s io n  o f  th e  b a p t i s t  
m in i s te r s .
Thus, i r  can be s a id  t h a t  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  ed u c a tio n
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
161
v e rs u s  th e  l i b e r a l  ed u c a tio n  concep t is  m ain ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  
th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . For t h i r t y -  
f iv e  y e a rs  C harles  P. Adams gea red  h is  e n e rg ie s  s t r i c t l y  
tow ard in d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . His b e l i e f s  seem to  most n e a r ly  
c o in c id e  w ith  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  European ph ilo so p h y  o f  r e s i s ­
ta n c e  to  change, even though he d id  e f f e c t  some changes in  th e  
norm al sch o o l movement he p u rsu ed . These m o d if ic a tio n s  w ere , 
o f  c o u rs e , l im ite d  to  th e  b o u n d aries  w ith in  th e  realm  o f th i s  
p h ilo so p h y . That was th e  academ ic s i t u a t io n  when Ralph Waldo 
Emerson Jones  was app o in ted  p r e s id e n t  in  1936.
When Jones took  th e  helm o f  Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity , then  L o u is ian a  Negro Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i ­
t u t e ,  th e  s t ru g g lin g  schoo l had , j u s t  s ix  y e a rs  b e fo re ,  
r e c e iv e d  a meager a p p ro p r ia t io n  as a s ta te - s u p p o r te d  ju n io r  
c o l le g e .  I t  was mandated th a t  a program w ith  em phasis on 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  in  th e  t r a in in g  o f  b la c k  te a c h e r s ,  fo r  th e  then  
numerous one, two, and th r e e - te a c h e r  sch o o ls  s c a t te r e d  
th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e ,  be e s ta b l is h e d .
Jo n e s , who had worked w ith  C harles  P. Adams fo r  te n  
y e a r s ,  had no d i f f i c u l t y  in  b r id g in g  th e  gap from in d u s t r i a l  
and a g r i c u l t u r a l  ed u c a tio n  to  te a c h e r  e d u c a tio n . He in s t a n t ly  
reco g n ized  th e  sp id e ry  r a m if ic a t io n s  invo lved  in  th e  new 
te a c h e r  ed u c a tio n  m andate. In so do ing , Jones e x h ib ite d  th e  
American p rag m atic  approach o f  e a s i ly  ad a p tin g  to  th e  cou rse  
o f  a c t io n  p re s c r ib e d  in  o rd e r  to  a s s u re  th e  con tinuous o p e ra ­
t io n  o f  th e  sc h o o l. S ig n if i c a n t  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  s h i f t  
from I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  to  th e  s in g le  t h r u s t  o f  T eacher
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E ducation  d id  n o t g e n e ra te  a m ajor academ ic c o n f l i c t  in 
p h ilo so p h y , y e t i r o n i c a l ly ,  th e  k inds  o f te a c h e rs  th a t  
G rambling was to  p re p a re , s o re ly  needed many o f th e  cu rricu lum  
elem ents from an in d u s t r i a l  ed u c a tio n  program .
W ith in  a v e ry  s h o r t  p e rio d  o f  tim e a t r u l y  new v en tu re  
o r  approach  to  th e  t r a in in g  o f  te a c h e rs  o cc u rre d . Jones 
accep ted  th e  c h a lle n g e  and ro se  to  th e  ta sk  a t  hand. The 
v e n tu re  proved to  be som ething e n t i r e l y  new in  th e  t r a in in g  o f 
te a c h e r s ,  t r a v e l in g  v ia  i t s  " F ie ld  S e rv ic e  U n it" , a ' c o l le g e  
on w heels ' .
When one becomes c o g n izan t o f  th e  p l i g h t  o f b la c k  
ed u c a tio n  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  combined w ith  th e  low economic 
s ta tu s  o f  b la c k s ,  i t  i s  easy  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  need fo r  a 
s p e c ia l  k ind  o f  te a c h e r  - -  one th a t  would be p repared  to  cope 
w ith  th e  ta s k  o f  e d u c a tin g  dep rived  you th . The q u a l i f i c a t io n s  
o f  te a c h e rs  who were a lre a d y  employed was th e  n ex t m ajor is s u e  
to  be ad d re s se d . Many w ere h ig h  sch o o l g ra d u a te s  who had 
taken  "summer norm al" co u rse s  to  ea rn  a s p e c ia l  s t a t e  is su ed  
("T") Temporary C e r t i f i c a t e .  The t r a in in g  o f  a s p e c ia l  kind  
o f  te a c h e r  was in h e r e n t ly  m andated.
The concep t o f th e  "o n e , two, or th r e e - te a c h e r  
s c h o o l,"  meant e x a c tly  what th e  name im p lie d . The te a c h e r  was 
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  a h o s t o f a c t i v i t i e s  and jo b s  (d o c to r , n u rs e , 
e t c . )  in  a d d i t io n  to  the  r e g u la r  d u t ie s  o f  g iv in g  in s t r u c t io n s  
in  re a d in g , w r i t in g ,  and a r i th m e t ic .  D esp ite  th e  n e c e s s i ty  to  
'b e  a l l  th in g s  to  a l l  p e o p l e ' , th e  te a c h e r  never l o s t  s ig h t  o f 
th e  goal o f  upgrad ing  th e  l i t e r a c y  and r a i s in g  th e  le v e l  o f
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co n sc io u sn e ss  o f th e  community, p a r e n t s ,  and c i t i z e n s  in  
g e n e ra l .  Some o f  th e  fundam ental rud im en ts  o f  in d u s t r i a l  
ed u c a tio n  were invo lved  in  showing peop le  how to  b u ild  a 
s a n i t a r y  t o i l e t  o r p u t t in g  w a ll paper in  th e  fam ily  home.
Jones  had th e  a f f a b i l i t y ,  th e  ch a rism a , th e  academic 
c a p a b i l i ty ,  and th e  know-how to  i n i t i a t e  a w orkable program o f 
im p lem en ta tio n . Hence, i t  was n o t long  b e fo re  G ram bling 's  
program a t t r a c t e d  n a t io n a l  a t t e n t io n .  By 1944 th e  f i r s t
g ra d u a te s  under th e  new program marched ou t in to  th e  r u r a l
a re a s  c l e a r ly  branded as a new k ind  o f  te a c h e r .  P h y s ic a l ly , 
f i n a n c i a l l y ,  and ac ad em ica lly  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  made s tea d y  
advancem ent. The crux  o f  i t s  grow th was in  reg a rd s  to  the  
s p e c i a l  p r a c t i c a l  approach  employed in  th e  t r a in in g  o f 
te a c h e r s .  Jones rem ained s te a d f a s t  in  h is  p ro g re s s iv e  a t t i ­
tu d e s  and m ethods. When he r e t i r e d  in  1977, G rambling S ta te
U n iv e r s ity  was no lo n g e r c h a ra c te r iz e d  as j u s t  a te a c h e r -
t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t as a f u l l - f l e d g e d  u n iv e r s i ty  w ith  
f iv e  (5) m ajo r d iv i s io n s  : E d u ca tio n , A rts  and S c ie n c e s , B asic
S tu d ie s ,  B usiness and A pplied  S c ie n c e s , and G raduate S tu d ie s .
Adams' ph ilo so p h y  was embodied in  th e  fundam entals  o f 
i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . In c o n t r a s t ,  Jones  viewed th e  whole
e d u c a tio n a l p ro cess  as a m a tte r  o f  com posite  a d ju stm en t in  
e d u c a tio n , p u rsu a n t to  th e  changing needs o f  s o c ie ty .
Each man le a v e s  a le g acy  o f  co u rag e , d e d ic a t io n ,  and 
d e te rm in a tio n , as in s p i r a t io n  to  a l l  y o u th . C h artin g  th e  
s c h o o ls ' upward th r u s t  from th e  c o n tin u in g  leg acy  o f  Adams,
one f in d s  th e  n u c leu s  f o r  th e  town o f  G ram bling. The
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e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  L inco ln  P a r is h  T ra in in g  School in to  th e  
L o u is ian a  Negro Normal I n d u s t r ia l  I n s t i t u t e  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  
s t a t e s '  s ix th  c o l le g e .  Jones assumed th e  ro le  o f b u i ld e r  and 
extended th e  la d d e r  o f  p ro g re s s  to  in c lu d e  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  
fo r  r u r a l  b la c k  s c h o o ls , an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  name change, and the  
so u rce  o f  h is  g r e a t e s t  p r id e  — a t ta in in g  s e n io r  c o l le g e  
s t a t u s ,  and e v e n tu a lly  u n iv e r s i ty  rank  fo r  th e  sch o o l.
Not so t a n g ib le ,  in  term s o f  re c o rd  a re  th e  13,935 
g ra d u a te s  w ith  b a c c a la u re a te  deg rees  who s tan d  as monumental 
te s tim o n y  to  th e  two men who d e d ic a te d  th e i r  l i v e s  in  th e  
p u r s u i t  o f  e d u c a tio n  fo r  c u l t u r a l l y  and econom ica lly  d ep rived  
b la c k  you th  (In te rv ie w , B i l lu p s ,  F eb ruary  26, 1982). 13,933
o f  th o se  g ra d u a te s  a r?  b la c k s ,  who a re  p ro d u c tiv e  c i t i z e n s  
making t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  s o c ie ty  as e d u c a to rs , ju d g e s , 
la w y e rs , and as p r e s id e n ts  o f  our c o l le g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  
Grambling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity .
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" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic ia l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
J u ly  23, 1933.
March 10, 1935. ^
F ebruary  29, 1936. 




J u ly  29, 1938.
March 12, 1940.
June 16, 1940.
August 2, 1940. 
Septem ber 12, 1940. 
J an u a ry  3, 1941.
A p r il  5, 1943.
O ctober 5, 1943. 
December 11, 1 943.
June 28, 1949. 
Septem ber 20, 1949. 
December 20, 1949. 
Jan u ary  24, 1950. 
A p r il  14, 1950.
A ugust 27, 1952.
June 12, 1953.
A ugust 7, 1953.
A p r il  4 , 1954.
O ctober 8, 1 956.
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" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s .' 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s .' 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s .' 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s .' 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ce e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro c e e d in g s . 
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
" O f f ic i a l  P ro ceed in g s .
Septem ber 19, 1957. 
J an u a ry  8, 1958.
A p r il  18, 1958.
May 6, 1965.
December 10, 1966. 
J a n u a ry  8, 1967. 
F eb ru ary  3, 1967. 
December 5, 1967.
May 8, 1969.
March 21, 1969. 
J a n u a ry  9, 1970.
June 26, 1970.
Jan u a ry  7, 1 971 .
May 13, 1971.
J u ly  15, 1971.
December 9, 1971. 
March 2, 1972.
J an u a ry  13, 1973. 
F eb ru ary  16, 1973.
May 17, 1973.
O ctober 8, 1974.
May 1, 1975.
November 22, 1974. 
June 27, 1975. 
F eb ru ary  26, 1976. 
March 23, 1977.
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CHARTER OF THE 
ALLEN GREENE NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE
S ta te  o f L o u isian a  
P a r is h  o f  L inco ln
P e rs o n a lly  appeared  b e fo re  me th e  undersigned  
N otary  P u b lic , th e  fo llo w in g  named persons to -w it
R es id e n ts  o f  L o u is ia n a , who d e c la re d  unto me s a id  N otary , in  
th e  p resen ce  o f th e  Two und ers ig n ed  com petent w itn e ss e s  th a t  
d e s i r in g  to  a v a i l  them selves in to  a c o rp o ra t io n  and body 
p o l i t i c  under th e  name and s ty le  h e r e a f te r  g iven  and fo r  th e  
pu rposes  h e r e a f te r  s p e c i a l l y  s e t  f o r th  v iz :
ARTICLE ONE.
The name o f  th i s  c o rp o ra t io n  and body p o l i t i c  
s h a l l  be th e  A llen  G reene Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  
ARTICLE TWO.
The a f f a i r s  and b u s in e ss  o f  th i s  c o rp o ra t io n  
s h a l l  be managed and c o n tro l le d  by a Board o f  T ru s te es  
'c o n s i s t in g  o f  n ine  members, who s h a l l  hold o f f ic e  fo r  a pe rio d  
o f  two y e a r s , who s h a l l  be e le c te d  so th a t  th ey  w i l l  go out o f 
o f f ic e  a l t e r n a t e ly  ev e ry  y ea r fo u r  a t  one tim e and f iv e  th e  
n e x t y e a r. The f i r s t  Board o f  T ru s te e s  s h a l l  be the  fo llow ing  
named p e rso n s , George A. W illiam s , R. Moore, G.E. A nderson, 
A .J . Newby, G. W. Jack so n , C harles  J ack so n , D. S. H o l l i s ,  who 
s h a l l  de term ine  by lo t  who o f  them w i l l  hold  fo r  one yea r and 
who s h a l l  ho ld  over fo r  th e  f u l l  term .
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ARTICLE THREE 
The Board o f D ire c to rs  s h a l l  e l e c t  from t h e i r  
number a P re s id e n t and a V ice P re s id e n t and s h a l l  e l e c t  a 
F a c u lty  of th e  i n s t i t u t e  h e re in  sought to  be e s ta b l is h e d ,  and 
th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  F acu lty  s h a l l  be S e c re ta ry  fo r  th e  Board 
o f  D ir e c to r s .  The s a id  Board o f  D ire c to rs  s h a l l  a lso  e l e c t  a 
T re a s u re r , who s h a l l  g iv e  bond in  th e  sum o f  $5 ,000 .00  
D o lla r s ,  u n le ss  a S ta te  o r N a tio n a l Bank s h a l l  be e le c te d  as 
T re a s u re r . Said Board o f  T ru s te e s  may adopt such bylaw s, 
r u l e s ,  and r e g u la t io n s ,  fo r  th e  governm ent, c o n tro l and
management o f  th i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  as th ey  may deem p ro p er and 
s h a l l  f i x  th e  d a te s  fo r  th e  r e g u la r  m eetings o f th e  Board o f 
T r u s te e s .
ARTICLE FOUR.
The o b je c ts  and purposes o f  th i s  c o rp o ra t io n
s h a l l  be th e  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and b u ild in g  up and m a in ta in in g  o f 
th e  A lle n  Greene Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  fo r  Colored 
C h ild ren  which w i l l  be lo c a te d  a t  or n ea r A llen  Greene in  th e  
P a r is h  o f  L in co ln . And s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  s h a l l  have a s e a l ,
and th rough  i t s  Board o f T ru s te e s  s h a l l  have th e  power to  sue
and be sued , to  c o n t r a c t  and be c o n tra c te d  w ith , to  h o ld , 
p u rc h a se , a c q u ire  by d o n a tio n  o r  o th e rw ise  s e l l  and convey 
p ro p e r ty ,  w hether movable o r immovable, which may be n e c e ssa ry  
o r b e n e f i c ia l  in  c a rry in g  o u t th e  purposes o f th i s  co rp o ra ­
t i o n .  Said Board o f  T ru s te e s  s h a l l  a lso  have th e  power under 
p ro p e r  r u le s  and r e g u la t io n s ,  to  co n fe r d e g re e s , award 
d ip lo m as, and g ra n t c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  as rew ards and honors fo r
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le a rn in g  and s k i l l ,  to  th e  p u p ils  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e .  This 
c o rp o ra t io n  s h a l l  have a l l  th e  power n e c e ssa ry  fo r  th e  
accom plishm ent o f  th e  o b je c ts  o f  t h i s  c o rp o ra t io n  nam ely; th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  c h i ld re n  o f th e  co lo red  race  
o f  a f i r s t  c la s s  norm al and I n d u s t r ia l  I n s t i t u t e  fo r  th e  
e d u c a tio n  o f  co lo red  c h i ld r e n ,  where such c h i ld re n  may ac q u ire  
a thorough  academic and l i t e r a r y  e d u c a tio n  to g e th e r  w ith  a 
knowledge o f  te le g ra p h y , s ten o g ra p h y , ty p e w ri tin g , and phono­
g rap h y , o f  draw ing, p a in t in g ,  d e s ig n in g  and en g rav in g , in  
t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  a p p l ic a t io n ;  a ls o  a knowledge %f fan cy , 
p r a c t i c a l ,  and g e n e ra l n ee d le  work, and o f cooking and house­
k ee p in g ; a ls o  a knowledge o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m echan ical a r t ,  
and such o th e r  in d u s t r i e s  as w i l l  tend  to  f i t  and p re p a re  
co lo re d  c h i ld r e n ,  male and fem ale fo r  any o f  th e  p r a c t i c a l
i n d u s t r i e s  o f  th e  age .
ARTICLE FIVE
A ll th e  p ro p e rty  a c q u ire d  in  any way by th e  Board o f  
T r u s te e s ,  s h a l l  belong to  and be th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th i s  c o rp o r­
a t io n ,  w hich s h a l l  c o n s is t  o f  any number o f  persons who s h a l l  
ta k e  s to c k  h e r e in .  A sh are  o f  s to c k  s h a l l  be w orth Two and
F i f ty ,  One H undredths ($ 2 .50 ) D o lla rs  to  be pa id  fo r  as
fo llo w s  : cash  a t  th e  tim e o f  s u b sc r ib in g  or One D o lla r  pa id
a t  such tim e , and f i f t y  c e n ts  p e r  month fo r  each th re e  
su cceed in g  m onths, i t  be ing  und ers to o d  th a t  u n le ss  a l l  th e se  
paym ents a re  made th e  s u b s c r ib e r  f a i l i n g  to  pay, f o r f e i t s  a l l  
am ounts w hich he may have a l r e a d y  p a id . Every s to c k h o ld e r  
s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  to  one v o te  fo r  each sh a re  o f  s to c k
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p ro v id ed  th a t  no s to c k h o ld e r  s h a l l  c a s t  more than  f o r ty  v o te s  
even i f  he should  have more s to c k  than  would r e p r e s e n t  such 
number o f  v o te s .  No d iv id en d  s h a l l  ev e r be p a id  to  any 
s to c k h o ld e r , b u t a l l  p r o f i t s ,  which may ac rue  in  any manner 
w hatever s h a l l  be used e n t i r e l y  fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  
I n s t i t u t i o n  h e re in -so u g h t to  be e s ta b l is h e d .  The annua l 
m eeting  o f  th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  s h a l l  be he ld  a t  th e  i n s t i t u t e  on 
th e  l a s t  day o f  each  term fo r  th e  t r a n s a c t io n  o f  g e n e ra l 
b u s in e s s  and th e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t r u s t e e s ,  p rov ided  th a t  whenever 
i t  is  deemed n e c e ss a ry  by a m a jo r ity  o f  th e  Board o f T ru s te e s , 
th e  P r e s id e n t  o f  s a id  Board s h a l l  c a l l  a s p e c ia l  m eeting  o f  
th e  s to c k h o ld e rs  a t  any tim e .
ARTICLE SIX
The d o m ic ile  o f  t h i s  c o rp o ra t io n  s h a l l  be a t  A lle n  
G reene, L in co ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , and s e rv ic e  o f  c i t a t i o n  or 
any o th e r  p ro cess  s h a l l  be made on th e  P re s id e n t  o f  the  Board 
o f  T ru s te e s  o r th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  F ac u lty  in  person  o r a t  
th e  d o m ic ile  o f  e i t h e r .
ARTICLE SEVEN
The c o rp o ra t io n  s h a l l  e x i s t  and co n tin u e  fo r  a p e rio d  
o f  N in e ty -n in e  y e a rs  u n le s s  sooner d is s o lv e d  by a v o te  o f  
t h r e e - f i f t h s  in  number and v a lu e  o f  a l l  th e  S to c k h o ld e rs , a t  a 
s p e c i a l  m eeting  c a l le d  fo r  th a t  purpose a f t e r  n o t le s s  than  
t h i r t y  days n o t ic e  in  w r i t in g  th ro u g h  U nited S ta te s  m a ils  : 
( In  ca se  o f  such a v o te  d is s o lv in g  th i s  c o rp o ra t io n  th e  s a id  
m eeting  s h a l l  a t  th e  same tim e th a t  such a vo te  may be ta k e n , 
e l e c t  th re e  l i q u id a t o r s  to  wind up i t s  a f f a i r s . )
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This c h a r t e r  may be a l t e r e d  o r amended by a v o te  o f  
Two th i r d s  o f  th e  S to ck h o ld ers  in  number and v a lu e , p re s e n t a t  
any re g u la r  m ee tin g , a f t e r  t h i r t y  days n o tic e  by p u b lic a t io n  
in  a  new spaper p u b lish e d  in  th e  P a r is h  o f  L in co ln , s e t t i n g  
f o r th  in  f u l l  th e  proposed change o r amendment.
In te s tim o n y  w hereof th e  s a id  p a r t i e s  h e re to  have 
a f f ix e d  t h e i r  s ig n a tu r e s ,  to g e th e r  w ith  me sa id  n o ta ry , and 
s u b s c r ib in g  com petent w itn e ss  on th i s  th e  Second day o f 
November, 1901.
ATTEST
J .  E. G i l l
A lle n  B arksdale
G.A. w illiam s 4 10.00
Nelson S ta n d ife r 3 7 .50
D. S. H o ll i s 6 15.00
R. Moore 5 12.50
E. L. F a ison 4 10.00
W. A. G arner 3 7 .50
J .  C. Moore 1 5.0Ô
Edmon Adams 3 7.50
L. F. Richmond 4 10.00
G. B. W ashington 1 2 .50
A. J .  Newby 4 10.00
G. E. Anderson 3 7.50
L. W. Moore 4 10.00
Howard & Bro. 8 20.00
CERTIFICATE OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY.
I Fred T. P reaus D i s t r i c t  A tto rn e y  fo r  th e  F ourth  J u d ic i a l  
D i s t r i c t  o f  L o u is ian a  do hereby  c e r t i f y  t h a t  I have examined 
th e  fo reg o in g  a c t  o f  in c o rp o ra tio n  o f th e  A llen  Greene Normal 
and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  handed to  me fo r  exam ination  as to  
i t s  l e g a l i t y  and th a t  I am o f th e  o p in io n  th a t  th e  o b je c ts  and 
p u rposes  o f  s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  as s p e c i f ie d  in  s a id  a c t ,  a re  
le g a l  and th a t  none o f  th e  p ro v is io n s  th e r e in  c o n ta in ed  a re  
c o n tr a ry  to  law . P a r is h , o f L in c o ln , L a . , th i s  4 th  day o f 
November, 1901.
D i s t r i c t  A tto rney  o f th e  
F ou rth  J u d ic i a l  D is t .  c f  La.
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L in co ln  P a r is h ,  La. Nov. 2 4 th , 1905.
The John A r r in g to n ’ s Survey, fo r  the  A llen  Greene I n s t i t u t e ,  
a l l  p a r t i e s  in t e r e s te d  n o t i f i e d  and a l l  p a r t i e s  in t e r e s te d  
were p re s e n t o r re p re s e n te d .
Chain C a r r ie r s  Sworn ;
M. Howel (Col)
E. Moore (" )
Commencing a t  th e  S .E . co rn er o f  S ec tio n  25 T. 18 N. R. 4 W. 
run  N orth 80 ch a in s  and th e re  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  S .E . co rn e r  o f 
S ec tio n  24 T. 18 N. R. 4 W., then  on N orth 20 ch a in s  to  land 
owned by s a id  I n s t i t u t e ,  then  run West 12 1/2 ch a in s  s e t  
s ta k e ,  then  went back to  the  S .E . co rn e r  o f  sa id  land  p laced  
an iro n  s to b  fo r  c o rn e r , then run  N orth  20 ch a in s  e s ta b l is h e d  
c o rn e r , then  West 12 1/2 ch a in s  e s ta b l is h e d  co rn e r in  woods, 
then  South 20 ch a in s  to  th e  S.W. c o rn e r  o f  sa id  I n s t i t u t e ' s  
la n d . A ll work done by F ie ld  N otes found ev idence a lso  of the
S. E. Corner o f  Sec. 24 o f  o r ig in a l  Survey on Range Line to  
w it :  T. 18 N. R. 4 W. and th e re  q u i t  th e  Survey.
H .S. Roane 
P a rish  Surveyor o f  L inco ln  P a r is h  La.
W itnesses to  th e  above s ta te m e n t.
O.W. W ashington 
E. J .  Younger 
J .  A rrin g to n
Fees $8.00
p a id  H .S. Roane
A tru e  reco rd  th i s  March 9 th , 1906.
A t te s t  J .  M. Sims C.D.C. & E x -O ffic io  Recorder
S ta te  o f  L o u is ian a  P a r is h  o f  L in co ln .
Be i t  known th a t  on th e  2 1 s t day o f  Nov. 1899, Mrs. 
Mary J .  Monk, a u th o riz e d  by h e r  husband, made and signed  a 
deed to  th e  Colored I n d u s t r i a l  and A g r ic u l tu r a l  School o f 
L in co ln  P a r is h ,  L a . , to  th e  5 /8  o f  th e  N.E. 1 /4  o f  Sec. 24 
T. 18 N. R. 4 W. ( l e s s  th e  r ig h t  ow way o f  the  V .S. & P.R .R . 
Co.) supposed to  c o n ta in  23 a c re s  more o r l e s s .  And i t  was 
ag reed  in  s a id  a c t  o f s a le  th a t  when s a id  land  was surveyed by 
a com petent S u rveyo r, i f  th e re  was found to  be more than  23 
a c re s ,  then  in  th a t  event th e  C olored I n d u s t r i a l  & 
A g r ic u l tu r a l  School o f  L inco ln  P a r is h  i s  to  pay th e  s a id  Mrs. 
Mary J .  Monk f o r  a l l  over 23 a c re s ,  a t  th e  r a t e  o f  F ive 
D o lla rs  p e r a c re .  The Survey having  been made by H .S. Roane 
P a r is h  S u rveyo r, and found th a t  th e  R igh t o f  Way does n o t 
touch  th i s  land  and th a t  s a id  t r a c t  o f  land  c o n ta in s  25 a c re s .
I .  Mrs. M. J .  Monk do hereby acknowledge r e c e ip t  from O liv e r
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
W ashington and Eugene Younger re p re s e n t in g  th e  s a id  Colored 
I n d u s t r ia l  & A g r ic u l tu r a l  School o f  L inco ln  P a r is h ,  L a ., o f  
F ou rteen  & 20/100 D o lla r s , be ing  th e  amount due fo r  th e
a d d i t io n a l  two a c re s  w ith  i n t e r e s t  from Nov. 2 1 s t,  1899. I f  
i t  should  eve r be le g a l ly  a s c e r ta in e d  by s u i t  o r  o th e rw ise  
t h a t  th e  s a id  t r a c t  does n o t c o n ta in  25 a c re s ,  I ag ree  to  
re fu n d  th e  amount n e c e ssa ry  to  make th e  m a tte r  r i g h t ,  a t  th e  
r a t e  pa id  me fo r  th e  la n d .
Done and sig n ed  in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  u nders igned  
le g a l  and com petent w itn e sse s  on th i s  March 7 th ,  1906.
A t te s t :
A
J.M . Sims 
Sam L. B arksdale  
Mary J .  Monk 
p r  T .J .  Monk
A tru e  reco rd  th i s  March 9 th ,  1906.
A t te s t  J.M . Sims C.D.C. & E x -o f f ic io  R ecorder.
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C h a rte r  o f  th e  N orth L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .
S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a ,
P a r is h  o f  L in c o ln . P e rs o n a lly  appeared  b e fo re  me, J.M . Sims, 
C le rk  o f  D i s t r i c t  Court and E x -O ffic io  R ecorder and N otary  
P u b lic  fo r  L in co ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , th e  fo llo w in g  named 
p e rs o n s , t o - w i t :
0 . B. S ta p le s ,  L. F. M arbury, C. P. Adams, R ichard  
N elson , Horace W illiam s , Thomas H ow ell, David S t r e e t ,  L. F. 
Richmond, r e s id e n ts  o f  L in co ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , who d ec la red  
u n to  me, s a id  N o tary , in  th e  p re sen ce  o f  two un d ers ig n ed  
com petent w itn e s s e s , th a t  d e s i r in g  to  a v a i l  them selves o f th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  Sec. 677 o f  R evised S ta tu te s  o f  L o u is ian a  and o f 
th e  laws o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a , r e l a t i v e  to  c o rp o ra t io n s  
f o r  e d u c a tio n a l p u rp o ses , th ey  form them selves in to  a 
c o rp o ra t io n  and body p o l i t i c  under th e  name and s ty le  
h e r e a f te r  g iven  and fo r  th e  pu rposes h e r e a f te r  s p e c i a l l y  s e t  
f o r th ,  v iz :
S ec tio n  One
That O.B. S ta p le s ,  L. F. M arbury, C. P. Adams, R ichard  
N elson , Horace W illiam s , Thomas H ow ell, Dave S t r e e t ,  L. F. 
Richmond, and such o th e r s  as th e y  may, under t h i s  c h a r te r  
a s s o c ia te  w ith  them, and t h e i r  su c c e s s o rs  be and hereby  
c o n s t i t u t e  a body p o l i t i c  and c o rp o ra te  by th e  name o f  th e  
N orth  L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  and 
s h a l l  have p e rp e tu a l s u c c e ss io n  and a common s e a l ,  and by th e  
name a fo re  s a id  th e y  and t h e i r  su c c e sso rs  s h a l l  be capab le  in  
law  and s h a l l  have f u l l  power and a u th o r i ty  to  a c q u ire ,  ho ld  
and p o s s e s s , p u rc h a se , r e c e iv e  and r e t a in  to  them selves and 
t h e i r  su c c e s s o rs  fo r e v e r ,  any la n d s , r e n t s ,  ten em en ts , goods, 
c h a t t e l s ,  o r  i n t e r e s t  o f  any k ind  w hatsoever w hich may be 
g iv en  o r bequeathed  to  them o r  by them purchased  f o r  th e  use 
o f  s a id  I n s t i t u t i o n  ; and s a id  t r u s te e s  may rec<^ive any g i f t  o r 
in h e r i ta n c e  which may be g iven  as an endowment fund , and th ey  
and t h e i r  su c c e s s o rs  s h a l l  have f u l l  power to  convey, t r a n s f e r  
and d isp o se  o f  th e  same in  any le g a l  manner w hatsoever th ey  
may ju d g e  most u s e fu l  to  th e  i n t e r e s t  and le g a l  pu rposes o f  
s a id  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  and by t h e i r  c o rp o ra te  name th ey  may sue and 
im plead and be sued and im pleaded, answ er and be answ ered in  
a l l  C ourts  o f  law and e q u i ty , and s a id  t r u s te e s  s h a l l  have th e  
r i g h t  to  make c o n t r a c ts  in  b e h a lf  o f  s a id  i n s t i t u t i o n .
S e c t io n  Two
The purposes  o f  s a id  N orth  L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  s h a l l  be as fo llo w s  : For th e  in s t r u c t io n
o f  co lo red  te a c h e rs  and you ths in  th e  v a r io u s  common, academic 
and c o l l e g i a t e  b ra n c h e s , th e  b e s t  methods o f  te a c h in g  th e  
same, and th e  b e s t  methods o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  and p r a c t i c a l  
in d u s tr y  in  t h e i r  a p p l ic a t io n s  to  a g r i c u l tu r e  and th e  
m echan ica l a r t s  ; and fo r  th e  c a rry in g  o u t o f  th e se  purposes 
s a id  t r u s te e s  s h a l l  have th e  power to  e s t a b l i s h  and p ro v id e
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f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f any departm en t o r schoo l in  sa id  
i n s t i t u t i o n  and to  c o n tro l  th e  o p e ra t io n s  o f  th e  same ; to  
g r a n t  such diplom as and to  co n fe r  such d eg rees  as a re  
custom ary  in  o th e r  c o l le g e s  o f  l i k e  g rade  to  ap p o in t such 
o f f i c e r s  fo r  p re s id in g  over and t r a n s a c t in g  th e  b u s in e ss  o f  
t h e i r  body as may be n e c e ss a ry  and p re s c r ib e  t h e i r  d u tie s  and 
o b l ig a t io n s  ; to  ap p o in t th e  tim e and p la c e  o f  t h e i r  m eeting ; 
to  d e term ine  t h e i r  own term  o f  o f f i c e ,  and to  adop t such 
r u l e s ,  r e g u la t io n s  and b y -la w s , n o t c o n t ra ry  to  th e  laws o f 
th e  S ta te  o r o f  th e  U nited  S ta t e s ,  as may be n e c e ss a ry  fo r  th e  
good governm ent o f  th e  s a id  N orth  L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and 
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .
S e c tio n  Three
When th e re  s h a l l  be a vacancy in  th e  board  o f  t r u s te e s  
occasio n ed  by d e a th , r e s ig n a t io n ,  rem oval o r r e f u s a l  to  a c t ,  
th e  rem ain ing  t r u s t e e s ,  o r a quorum o f  them, s h a l l  supp ly  th e  
vacancy  a t  th e  n e x t annua l m ee tin g . I t  s h a l l  be la w fu l fo r  
any f iv e  o f  th e  t r u s te e s  to  c a l l  a m eeting  o f  th e  t r u s te e s  
w henever i t  i s  deemed e x p e d ien t to  do so .
S e c t io n  Four
The number c f  t r u s te e s  s h a l l  never be le s s  than  seven 
n o r more than  n in e te e n ,  seven  o f  whom s h a l l  c o n s t i tu te  a 
quorum.
S e c tio n  F ive
A ll p ro p e r ty  ac q u ire d  by s a id  N orth L o u isian a  
A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  is  hereby  r a t i f i e d  and 
confirm ed to  th e  T ru s te e s  o f  s a id  N orth  L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  
and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .
S e c t io n  S ix
The d o m ic ile  o f th i s  c o rp o ra t io n  s h a l l  be a t  
G ram bling, L inco ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ian a  and s e rv ic e  o f  c i t a t i o n  
and any o th e r  p ro cess  s h a l l  be made on th e  p r e s id e n t  o f the  
Board o f  T ru s te e s  o r th e  p r e s id e n t  o f th e  f a c u l ty  in  person  or 
a t  th e  do m ic ile  o f  e i t h e r .
S e c tio n  Seven
T his c h a r te r  may be d is s o lv e d , a l t e r e d  o r  amended by a 
v o te  o f  tw o - th i rd s  o f  th e  t r u s te e s  in  any re g u la r  m eeting  
a f t e r  having  been d u ly  n o t i f i e d .
S e c tio n  E igh t
In ca se  o f  d i s s o lu t io n  th e  p roceeds  exceed ing  th e  
in d e b ted n ess  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  s h a l l  be used acco rd in g  to the  
d i s c r e t io n  o f  th e  t r u s te e s  fo r  th e  e d u c a tio n , in  some way, o f
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co lo red  you ths in  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ian a .
Thus done and passed  a t  ray o f f ic e  in  th e  town o f  
R uston , LA., on th i s  th e  16th  day o f  May A.D. 1905, in  the  
p re sen ce  o f  T. F. Thurraon and Sara L. B a rk sd a le , le g a l  and 
corapetent w itn e s s e s , to g e th e r  w ith  s a id  a p p e a re rs  and me. 
N o tary , a f t e r  read in g  o f  th e  w hole.
A t te s t  :
T. F. Thurraon O.B. S ta p le s
Sara L. B arksdale  L .F . Marbury
C. P. Adams 
R ichard  N elson 
H orace W illiam s 
Thomas Howell 
David S t r e e t  
L .F . Richmond
J.M . Sims,
C.D.C. & E x -O ffic io  R ecorder & N otary  P u b lic ,
A t r u e  re c o rd , th i s  A ugust 1, 1905.
A t te s t :  James L. B arksdale  Dy. C.D.C. & E x-O ff. R ecorder.
Having examined th e  w ith in  c h a r te r  I f in d  th a t  th e  purposes 
and o b je c ts  s p e c i f ie d  in  s a id  a c t  a re  le g a l  and th a t  none o f 
th e  p ro v is io n s  c o n ta in ed  th e r e in  a re  c o n tra ry  to  law .
Fred F. P reau s , D is t .  A tty .
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S ta te  o f  A rk an sas ,
County o f  M il le r .  Be i t  known and remembered th a t  I ,  M.S. 
S ta n d i f e r ,  a r e s id e n t  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  A rkansas, f o r  and in  
c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  One Hundred and sev en ty  f iv e  D o lla r s ,  c a sh , 
r e c e ip t  o f  which is  hereby  acknow ledged, I have c o n tra c te d  and 
ag reed  to  s e l l  to  th e  N orth L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  &
I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  a c o rp o ra t io n  o rgan ized  under th e  laws 
o f  L o u is ia n a , having  i t s  dom ic ile  a t  G ram bling, L inco ln  
P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , a l l  t h a t  c e r t a in  p ie c e  or p a rc e l o f  land  
s i t u a t e d  in  L inco ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ia n a , and which is  d e s c r ib e d  
as  fo llo w s  : The SW 1/4 o f  NW 1 /4  S ec tio n  29, SE 1/4 o f  NE 1/4
and S 1/2 o f  SW 1 /4  o f  NE 1 /4  S ec tio n  30, N 1/2 o f  NE 1/4 and 
th e  N 1 /2  o f  SW 1/4 o f  NE 1/4  S ec tio n  30 tow nship 18 Range 
th r e e  w es t, c o n ta in in g  two hundred (200) a c re s  more o r  l e s s ,  
b e in g  th e  same and ac q u ired  by me from Lhe e s ta te  o f  York and 
G reasy  Jackson  on th e  27 th  o f  December, 1892, as w i l l  be shown 
by p ro c e ss  v e rb a l o f  s a id  s a le  reco rd ed  in  conveyance Book
pages ____________ o f  L inco ln  P a r is h ,  L o u is ian a .
And I hereby  ag ree  to  ex ecu te  to  th e  s a id  N orth 
L o u is ia n a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  a deed to  th e  
s a id  la n d , c o n ta in in g  a s t i p u l a t i o n  th a t  I w i l l  su b ro g a te  to  
s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  a l l  o f  my r ig h t s  and a c tio n s  o f  w a rran ty  and 
w i l l  w a rran t th e  same as to  m y se lf and h e i r s  and no f u r th e r ,  
p ro v id ed  th a t  th e  s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  o r i t s  a s s ig n s  pay to  me or 
to  my h e i r s  and a s s ig n s  f o r  th e  same land th e  sum o f  Two
hundred  and E ig h t and 33/100 D o lla r s , each y ea r w ith  7 p e rc e n t 
i n t e r e s t  th e reo n  from th e  d a te  h e re o f  u n t i l  E igh t Hundred 
D o lla r s ,  e x c lu s iv e  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  has been p a id , in c lu d in g  th e  
ca sh  payment named h e r e in .  S aid  n o te s  to  payab le on th e  1 s t  
day o f November o f  each y e a r  and so marked as to  be i d e n t i f i e d  
w ith  t h i s  agreem ent to  s e l l ,  and p rov ided  f u r th e r  t h a t  th e  
s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  o r i t s  a s s ig n s  w i l l  covenant and ag ree  to  pay 
th e  s a id  s e v e ra l  sums as th e y  s e v e r a l ly  become due w ith  
i n t e r e s t  th e reo n  w ith o u t d ed u c tio n  o f  any ta x es  o r assessm en t 
w h a te v er.
Thus done and sig n ed  in  th e  p resence  o f  the  
u n d e rs ig n e d  com petent w itn e s s e s  on th i s  th e  7 th  day o f  March 
1905.
W itn e s s e s .
C.W. McClure M.S. S ta n d i f e r .
W. B. Booker.
S ta te  o f  A rkansas.
County o f  M il le r .  B efore me, th e  unders igned  a u th o r i ty ,  
p e r s o n a l ly  came and appeared  C.W. M cClure, who b e in g  by me 
f i r s t  d u ly  sworn deposes and says : That he s ig n ed  th e
fo re g o in g  as an a t t e s t i n g  w itn e s s , and th a t  he saw M.S. 
S ta n d i f e r ,  to g e th e r  w ith  h is  co w itn e sse s  s ig n  th e  same fo r  
a l l  th e  purposes th e r e in  ex p re s sed .
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Sworn to  and su b sc r ib e d  b e fo re  me t h i s  th e  7 th  day o f  March 
1905.
G.G. Pope, N otary  P u b lic , M il le r  Co. Ark.
My Com. Exp. May 26, 1907. C.W. M cClure.
S ta te  o f  L o u is ian a
P a r is h  o f  L in c o ln . I ,  Dave S t r e e t ,  P re s id e n t o f  th e  N orth 
L o u is in a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  & I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  be in g  d u ly  
a u th o r iz e d  by a  r e s o lu t io n  o f  th e  board  o f  d i r e c to r s  o f  s a id  
c o r p o r a t io n ,  as w i l l  be shown by c e r t i f i e d  copy h e re to  
annexed, ag ree  to  th e  c o n d itio n s  and s t ip u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  
fo re g o in g  agreem ent o f  M.S. S ta n d i f e r ,  to  s e l l  to  s a id  
c o rp o ra t io n  and I f u r th e r  ag ree  to  s ig n  th e  n o te s  as 
s t ip u l a te d  in  s a id  agreem ent to  s e l l ,  as w i l l  be shown by s a id  
r e s o lu t io n .  Thus done and s igned  on th e  20 th  day o f  March 
1905 in  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  u n d ers igned  com petent w itn e s s e s .
W itn esse s .
J.W . Hawthorn. N orth L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu re  and
Chas P. Adams. I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  p e r , Dave S t r e e t .
I ,  C harles  P. Adams, S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  North L o u is ian a  
A g r ic u l tu r a l  & I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  do hereby  c e r t i f y  th a t  a t  
a r e g u la r  m eeting  o f  th e  board o f  d i r e c to r s  he ld  th i s  day a t  
th e  d o m ic ile  o f  s a id  c o rp o ra t io n ,  th e  fo llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n  
was d u ly  and r e g u la r ly  adop ted ;
"R esolved by th e  Board o f  D ire c to rs  o f  th e  N orth 
L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  & I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  t h a t  Dave 
S t r e e t ,  P r e s id e n t ,  he and he h ereby  i s  a u th o riz e d  and 
empowered to  s ig n  th e  agreem ent e n te re d  in to  betw een M.S. 
S ta n d i f e r  and th e  N orth L o u is ian a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  & I n d u s t r i a l  
I n s t i t u t e  fo r  th e  pu rchase  o f th e  SW 1 /4  o f  NW 1/4 S ec tio n  29, 
SE 1/4 o f  NE 1/4 and S 1/2 o f  SW 1/4  o f  NE 1/4 S ec tio n  30, and 
N 1/2 o f  NE 1/4 and th e  N 1/2 o f  SW 1 /4  o f  NE 1/4 S ec tio n  30 
tow nsh ip  18 Range 3 W est, c o n ta in  th e  s t ip u l a t i o n  th a t  th e  
s a id  S ta n d i f e r  wiiul su b ro g a te  to  s a id  c o rp o ra t io n  a l l  o f  h is  
r i g h t s  and a c t io n s  o f  w arran ty  and w i l l  w arran t same as to  
h im se lf  and h e i r s  o r a s s ig n s  fo r  th e  s a id  land  the  sum o f  Two 
H undred, E ig h t and 30/100 D o lla rs  each  y ea r w ith  8 p e r  c e n t 
i n t e r e s t  th e reo n  from th e  d a te  o f  th e  a c t  o f  s a le  u n t i l  E igh t 
Hundred d o l l a r s  e x c lu s iv e  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  has been p a id ,
in c lu d in g  th e  cash  payment to  be made a t  th e  tim e o f  s a l e .  
S aid  n o te s  to  be made payab le  on th e  1 s t  day o f November o f
each  y ea r  and so marked as to  be i d e n t i f i e d  w ith  th i s  a c t  o r
agreem ent to  s e l l ,  and p rov ided  f u r th e r  th a t  th e  s a id  
c o rp o ra t io n  o r  i t s  a s s ig n s  covenant and ag ree  to  pay th e  s a id  
s e v e r a l  sums as they  s e v e r a l ly  become due w ith  i n t e r e s t . "  
R esolved f u r th e r  th a t  th e  s a id  Dave S t r e e t ,  P r e s id e n t ,  i s
a u th o r iz e d  and empowered to  s ig n  n o te s  as h e re in  d e s ig n a te d , 
s ig n  deeds and a c cep t th e  same and to  do and perform  a l l  a c ts
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o f  w hatever c h a ra c te r  th a t  m ay become n e c e s s a r y  to  c a r ry  in to  
e f f e c t  th e  t r u e  in t e n t  and meaning o f  th e  pu rchase  here in ab o v e  
d e s c r ib e d ."
A tr u e  copy o f  th e  o r ig i n a l .  Chas P. Adams, March 20, 1905 
A t r u e  re c o rd , th i s  A p r il  12, 1905
A t t e s t : _______________  _________  D y.C.D.C. & E x-O ff. R eco rder.
Sam L. B arksdale
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VITA
M ildred  B ern ice  G au th ie r G a llo t was born  on A p ril 18, 
1937 in  W ashington, L o u is ia n a . She a t te n d e d  P aul L. Dunbar 
E lem entary  and High S choo l, W ashington, L o u is ia n a , g ra d u a tin g  
in  1955. The u n d e rg rad u a te  d eg ree . B achelo r o f  S cience in  
S o c ia l S cience  E d u c a tio n , was rec e iv e d  from Grambling S ta te  
U n iv e rs ity  in  1959. That same y ea r th e  re c e n t  alumnus was 
employed as P ro p e rty  O f f ic e r  in  th e  B usiness O ff ic e .
In  1965, she e n ro l le d  in  th e  g ra d u a te  program a t  
L o u is ian a  Tech U n iv e rs ity  and re c e iv e d  th e  M aster o f  A rts  
Degree in  S o c ia l S cience  E ducation  in  195S. In 1975, a f t e r  
s ix te e n  y ea rs  in  th e  B usiness O ff ic e , th e  w r i te r  was h ire d  as 
a f u l l - t im e  i n s t r u c to r  in  th e  D epartm ent o f  H is to ry  and 
P h ilo sophy  a t  Gram bling S ta te  U n iv e r s ity .
In  1977, she began p u r s u i t  o f  h e r  te rm in a l degree as 
an e n ro l le e  o f  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e r s ity  in  Baton Rouge. She 
was adm itted  to  th e  d o c to ra l  program in  E ducation  in  1979. 
D uring 1980, th e  w r i te r  served  as A s s is ta n t  P ro fe s so r  o f  
H is to ry  and D ire c to r  o f  th e  S o c ia l S cience  S k i l l s  U nit o f th e  
L earn ing  C en te r. She i s  m arried  to  R ichard  J .  G a llo t and is  
th e  m other o f  th re e  c h i ld r e n .  Daphne, L o re t ta  and R ich ard , J r .
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